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Current version of website launched in 2017
Oversight.gov



Historical Background on Presenter Interest in This Topic 
(Government Information Quarterly 9 (1)(1992)

My first peer-reviewed scholarly publication!



Historical Background on U.S. Govt. IG’s

• Public Law 95-452 1978 Inspector 
General Act. Current legal authority 5 
USC 401 et. seq. 

• Administrative authority derives from 
sections of CFR for particular agencies 
e.g. 10 CFR 1.12 for Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC).

• Authorizes establishments of Offices of 
Inspector General in Agriculture, 
Commerce, EPA, and other 
departments.

• IG’s are presidentially appointed based 
on ability and integrity, subject to 
Senate confirmation, and under 
jurisdiction of agency leadership.

• Agency head cannot prevent their IG 
from initiating, carrying out, or issuing 
subpoenas for audits and investigation.

• President may remove an IG appointee,  
but must communicate reasons to both 
congressional houses. Half of these 
appointees are presidential and half by 
agency head.

• IG appointees subject to Hatch Act 
requirements prohibiting engaging in 
partisan politics.



January 27, 2025 CRS report documenting presidential 
removals of agency IG’s 

Done by Reagan, Trump 45, Obama, & Biden.



Historical Background

• Additional IG’s have been added 
since then for various 
departments including 
intelligence community 
agencies.

• Role of federal IGs is to prevent 
and detect waste, fraud, and 
abuse relating to their agency’s 
programs and operations, and to 
promote economy, efficiency, 
and effectiveness in the agency’s 
operations and programs.

• IG’s can issue criminal penalties 
if fraud is committed in agency 
programs by employees, private 
sector contractors, or grant 
recipients.

• They issue fact-filled reports 
based on professional audit, 
investigative, and inspection 
standards.

• They provide technical advice as 
new plans are developed.



Additional Details

• They can perform independent 
investigations of allegations.

• Maintain hotlines for employees 
and others to report confidential 
information regarding fraud and 
abuse allegations.

• IG’s must report any 
unreasonable refusal within an 
agency to provide information to 
the agency head, or suspected 
violations of criminal law to the 
Attorney General 

• Types of IG reporting:
• Immediate correspondence to 

agency head to report egregious 
or flagrant abuse to Congress.  
Agency head must transmit this 
to Congress, with comments, 
within 6 days.

• Audit, investigative, or 
inspection/evaluation reports 
preferred according to 
professional standards.

• Semiannual reports to Congress 
describing agency work.



Examples of individual agency IG website



Office of Inspector General’s Partnership With the Office of the 
Kentucky State Auditor of Public Accounts: State Auditor’s Report 
How Kentucky Failed to Prevent Over $800 Million of Medicaid Waste
Issued on 11/07/2025 | Posted on 11/10/2025 | Report number: 
A-09-23-02005
This memo transmits to the Center for Medicaid and CHIP 
Services the findings of the Office of the Kentucky State Auditor 
of Public Accounts: State Auditor’s Report How Kentucky Failed 
to Prevent Over $800 Million of Medicaid Waste, issued 
September 17, 2025. APA is responsible for the attached audit 
report and the conclusions expressed in it. We are not expressing 
an opinion on the report or its results.



Letter to CMS Official



Lttr. Table
of Contents



What the 
Data 
showed



DMS is the Department of Medicaid Services within the Kentucky Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services

Explanation



Search for illegal aliens.



Press 
Release

Ramos is an illegal alien from Mexico who was removed from the United States in 2017 but later 
returned.

A complaint contains allegations that a defendant has committed a crime. Every defendant is 
presumed to be innocent until and unless proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt in court.

The FBI and the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Office of Inspector General are investigating 
this matter.

Assistant United States Attorney Kevin Fu of the Orange County Office is prosecuting this case.



Operation 
Enduring 
Sentinel

Operation Enduring Sentinel
continues U.S. military operations 
in Afghanistan after Operation 
Enduring Freedom and seeks to 
contain terrorist threats to the U.S. 
emanating from Afghanistan.  This 
lead IG consists of Defense Dept. 
and State Dept. IG activity.



Causes of Civilian Casualties in Afghanistan



Al-Qaeda Activity



Afghan SIV, Asylum, & Refugee Applicants



US AID Humanitarian Assistance Funding by Sector



Report Details



Trump Turnberry Resort



Resort Expenses13 pages



Audit
 Findings



Memo Intro



Report 
Distribution
Recipients



Justice Dept. Inspector General 



Bureau of Prison DOJ Audit Rpts.



Terre Haute Prison Conditions



DOJ 
IG report findings

13 pp.



Report Intro.



Specific
 problems
 at Terre
 Haute
 prison



Recommendations for Terre Haute prison



NSF audit of Purdue contract funds



Audit 
details



Purdue audit
details



Purdue
response



Purdue Response



U.S. Agency for Int. Development



Ethiopia
Criminal
details



Gaza report problems



Gaza Rpt.
Conclusion



Council of Inspectors General



Council Inspectors General Mission



CIGIE
Budget 
Submission



Executive Summary



HHS OIG Congressional Budget Request



HHS IG
Message



HHS
OIG
Full-Time Employees

FTE is Full-Time Employees



Proposed legislation H.R. 8312 House Rpt. 
119-683 (2026)

Fraud Prevention and Accountability Act-Would establish a fraud a voluntary 
fraud prevention and data accountability entity within the Dept. of the 
Treasury.



Benefits of Oversight.gov/ Resources

• Gain detailed policy oriented 
information and evidence on 
performance of government 
programs including successes, 
failures, and ambiguities.

• Recognize that the failings of human 
nature and institutions can result in 
personal and organizational 
corruption, incompetence, and 
mismanagement of these programs.

• Congressional creation of govt. 
programs can also produce 
problems in their execution and 
effectiveness.

• Gain enhanced understanding of 
these programs and the 
investigative process.

• Learn how agencies respond to IG 
report findings.

• Recognize that problems in agency 
programs may be long-standing and 
perpetual.

• Don’t just rely on a quick news 
release, social media clickbait, or 
superficial examination of reports.



Benefits of Oversight.gov/ Resources 
Continued
• At bare minimum, we and our 

users should carefully read the 
executive summaries of these 
reports along with conclusions 
and recommendations.

• More assiduous users should 
read the entire report and 
become familiar with other 
reports on these subjects and 
also include GAO reports to 
enhance their understanding 
of particular topics.

• If concerned about report and 
program findings 
communicate this to your 
congressional Rep./Senator; 
particularly if they are on a 
congressional oversight 
committee for a particular 
agency and its problem 
program(s).

• Don’t assume that an OIG’s 
budget or workforce size 
necessarily reflect the quality 
of their reporting.



Questions
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