
Transforming the 
Monthly Catalog (1895-
1976): 
Integrating 1.2 million Historic 
Monthly Catalog bibliographic 
records into the Catalog of 
U.S. Government Publications.

Ashley Dahlen
Senior Outreach Librarian
Library Services & Content Management
GPO



About
• The print Monthly Catalog (MoCat) has its origins in the Printing Act 

of 1895
• Required the appointment of a Superintendent of Documents to “catalog and 

index monthly and annually all documents published; in fine, to render 

accessible to librarian and the public generally the vast store of Government 

publications.” 1

• The MoCat was primarily intended to help with distribution and sale 

of Government publications, and to complement the Documents 

Catalog.

• The MoCat bibliographic metadata has been converted into MARC 

fields in CGP records.
Ne

w

1 - U.S. Government Printing Office. "A Short History of GPO". Government. U.S. Government Printing Office, May 31, 1987. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/GPO-AShortHistoryofGPO 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/GPO-AShortHistoryofGPO
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/GPO-AShortHistoryofGPO
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/GPO-AShortHistoryofGPO


National 
Bibliography

Cataloging newly 
published resources

Ongoing

Cataloging newly
digitized resources

Ongoing

Cataloging unreported publications

Ongoing

Cooperative cataloging projects 

None active

Historic Shelflist transcription 
(Completed) 

& HSL enhancement

(Ongoing)

MoCat conversion  
Completed



Monthly Catalog 
Progression





Timeline
• January 1895 – December 2004: Print edition MoCat was issued

• July 1976 – present: MARC catalog records record similar 

information (and more)
• At present, the records are available in the CGP, OCLC, LSCM GitHub 

Repositories, FDLP Data Manager.

• 2024: ProQuest/Clarivate announced the retirement of their Monthly 

Catalog of the United States Government (MoCat) Database. 
• The database consisted of scans of the MoCat and XML metadata.

• GPO has an agreement to make the content available under a Creative 

Commons CC-BY-NC 4.0 DEED license

• 2024 – 2025: GPO transformed and mapped the XML metadata to 

MARC fields

• 2025-2026: Integration of metadata into CGP

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


Historic Monthly Catalog (CGP)

• Contains metadata extracted from the print MoCat entries 

between 1895 to 1976. 
• GPO began MARC cataloging in July 1976 and those records are 

already present in the CGP.

• Some duplication exists between existing CGP records and new 

Historic Monthly Catalog records.



Historic Monthly Catalog (CGP) 
• The MARC records retain the character of the original data in 

the print MoCat. 
• Records are based on the information in the MoCat entries.

• No attempt has been made to bring the records up to GPO’s current 

cataloging standards. 



• The print MoCat entries evolved over the years, impacting the 

metadata available in CGP records.

Historic Monthly Catalog (CGP) 



Example of corrected entry



• Does not include print MoCat front matter, indexes, and appendices.

• The ProQuest/Clarivate database functionality is not being recreated 

in the CGP.

• The Historic Monthly Catalog (CGP) is a static dataset.

• At present, Historic Monthly Catalog records are only discoverable in 

the CGP. 
o They are not discoverable in OCLC, DiscoverGov, LSCM GitHub Repositories, or FDLP 

Data Manager (FDM)

• Corrections will not be made to the records (e.g. typos due to blurred 

scans)

Historic Monthly Catalog (CGP)

https://discover.gpo.gov/primo-explore/search?vid=GPO
https://www.fdlp.gov/depository-tools/lscm-github-repositories
https://fdm.gpo.gov/
https://fdm.gpo.gov/




GovInfo:



Historic Monthly Catalog Statistics

Total Records​ Historic MoCat: 1,211,604​ 

Top 5 Agency Classes​ Y - Congress

C - Commerce

A - Agriculture

D - Defense

I - Interior

Records with SuDocs​ 63% - 765,898

Records with Series Titles​ 35% - 418,614

Records with Item Numbers​ 23% - 278,341

Records with LCCNs​ 19% - 228,818



Critical concept
National Bibliography of 

U.S. Government Publications

• Subset catalogs to search:
• Congressional Serial Set

• Congressional Publications

• Electronic Titles

• FDLP Web Archive

• Gov eBooks

• Serials

• Historic Shelflist

Historic Monthly Catalog

   “NaBib”

You can only search 

one bucket at a time.



Duplication of records

• Duplicates exist between the CGP (NaBib) and the Historic 

Monthly Catalog.

• GPO catalogers catalog pre-1976 material in the CGP ‘NaBib.’
• Historic Shelflist project

• Unreported publications

• Special projects

• And more

• Next step
• General comparison of records between the Historic Monthly Catalog 

and NaBib.



Duplication:
Shelf List vs Monthly Catalog Entries

Shelf List Monthly Catalog



GPO

Historic 

Shelf 

List 

Historic 

Monthly 

Catalog 





Demo
• Basic search: Ann the Mosquito

• Advanced search: Willys Army TM

• Expert search: Home and Garden bulletin

• Catalog to search: What About Metric?

• Browse: Bert the turtle says duck and cover



Basic search





Advanced Search



Expert

• WSRS2 = (home 
and garden)

• Historic Monthly 
Catalog 1895-1976

Modify any search by 

adding CCL to the box at 

the bottom

Select a Catalog: 

Historic Monthly Catalog 

1895-1976





Catalog to 
search

Options



Browse



Search tips
• Use quotes for “exact phrases”

• Wildcard is ?

• Use anywhere in word to replace one or more characters

 ?committee = committee, subcommittee…

 wom?n = women and woman

 regula? = regulation, regulations, regulatory…

• Use Boolean and nesting

• radio AND (manual? OR guide?) NOT chart

• Help tab

• Search examples, Abbreviation and Publication Sizes, Special 

Characters, CCL Codes (Common Command Language)



Additional Resources

• How to find Old SuDoc Classification Numbers (Recording, 15 

minutes)

• Monthly Catalog of U.S. Government Publications (Recording, 16 

minutes)

• Overview of Historic Monthly Catalog project 

2025 Fall DLC Pre-Conference (Recording, 16-minute segment) 

• Monthly Catalog of U.S. Government Publications (GovInfo)

Digitized Monthly Catalog from 1895 to 2004

https://www.fdlp.gov/training/how-find-old-sudoc-classification-numbers
https://www.fdlp.gov/training/how-find-old-sudoc-classification-numbers
https://www.fdlp.gov/training/monthly-catalog-us-government-publications
https://www.fdlp.gov/training/monthly-catalog-us-government-publications
https://vimeo.com/1120110074?fl=pl&fe=cm#t=43m4s
https://vimeo.com/1120110074?fl=pl&fe=cm#t=43m4s
https://vimeo.com/1120110074?fl=pl&fe=cm#t=43m4s
https://www.govinfo.gov/collection/monthly-catalog
https://www.govinfo.gov/collection/monthly-catalog


Questions

askGPO

Consult the CGP Help page

for specific categories of questions

https://ask.gpo.gov/s/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/cgphelp/en/help-fdlp.html#collapse-askgpo


Images
• We’re having a birthday… let’s celebrate: https://blogs.loc.gov/preservation/2025/07/binding-usa-

200th/ 

• Ann the mosquito: https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-

alphabetically/t/this-is-ann.html

• TM 9-803 ¼ Ton 4x4 Truck (Willys-Overland Model MB and Ford Model GPW) 1944:

https://archive.org/details/TM9-803/page/n6/mode/1up

• Buying your Home Sewing Machine:

https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/delivery/01NAL_INST:MAIN/12286675400007426 

• National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), Commerce Department. "What About 

Metric". Government. Commerce Department, September 30, 1973. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/GOVPUB-C13-6fb8ac9e1f6a69dd6f40411dd4608ee7 

• Bert the turtle says duck and cover: https://mediacommons.unl.edu/luna/servlet/s/qy9957 

https://blogs.loc.gov/preservation/2025/07/binding-usa-200th/
https://blogs.loc.gov/preservation/2025/07/binding-usa-200th/
https://blogs.loc.gov/preservation/2025/07/binding-usa-200th/
https://blogs.loc.gov/preservation/2025/07/binding-usa-200th/
https://blogs.loc.gov/preservation/2025/07/binding-usa-200th/
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/t/this-is-ann.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/t/this-is-ann.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/t/this-is-ann.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/t/this-is-ann.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/t/this-is-ann.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/t/this-is-ann.html
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https://archive.org/details/TM9-803/page/n6/mode/1up
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https://mediacommons.unl.edu/luna/servlet/s/qy9957
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