
1

Meet FRED® and Friends

February 18, 2026



2

Diego Mendez-Carbajo, Ph.D.
FRED® Economics Champion
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
diego.mendez-carbajo@stls.frb.org

Presenter



3

This information is my opinion and does 
not represent the official views of the 

Federal Open Market Committee,
the Federal Reserve System

or the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis.
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What is FRED?
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Screen capture of FRED portal in 1996
Source: https://www.stlouisfed.org/annual-
report/2013/fred-history

Screen capture of FRED portal in 1999
http://web.archive.org/web/19991010065410/
http://www.stls.frb.org/fred/

Screen capture of FRED series in 2002
http://web.archive.org/web/20020830083701/
http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series
/CLF16OV/10

Screen capture of FRED series in 2006
http://web.archive.org/web/20061203031437/http://res
earch.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/DGS10/

Screen capture of FRED series in 2015
http://web.archive.org/web/20150214072659
http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/series/UNRATE/

Screen capture of FRED series in 2024
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/CAUR
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Screen capture of FRED series in 2025
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/ILNA
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What Is FRED?
FRED is a dta 
aggregator, a with 
over 825,000 time 
series from over 100 
sources: 
governments, treaty 
organizations, and 
private organizations. 
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What Is FRED?

FRED enables 
users to find, 
download, graph, 
map, and 
understand 
economic and 
financial data.
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Audience and Usage
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What Is FRED?

Data on FRED are 
available across many 
platforms including our 
FRED website, API, Excel 
add-in, and mobile app. 
There are also third-party 
modules to use FRED data 
in statistical software and 
programming languages.
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Who Uses FRED?

FRED is featured in 
economics textbooks, 
used by journalists, and 
relied upon by millions 
of people across the 
world as a free, trusted 
data source. Over 1/3 of 
its users come from 
outside the U.S.
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Who Uses FRED?

website users generated
35 million sessions and
70 million page views in 2025

33% of users engage with the 
FRED graph, demonstrating a 
desire to understand the data.

20 million 
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Most popular series make up majority of user traffic

Strategies to drive traffic to 
more series include:

• Suggestion engine of related 
content.

• FRED Blog posts that 
highlight related topics.

Page views are highly concentrated
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FRED micro-credentials
• Modular skills.
• Asynchronous delivery.
• Scalable outreach.

Three separate programs have issued 28,000 badges since 2022.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/business/economy/fred-economic-data-fandom.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/business/economy/fred-economic-data-fandom.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/business/economy/fred-economic-data-fandom.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/business/economy/fred-economic-data-fandom.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/business/economy/fred-economic-data-fandom.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/business/economy/fred-economic-data-fandom.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/business/economy/fred-economic-data-fandom.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/business/economy/fred-economic-data-fandom.html
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Connect with the St. Louis Fed

Subscribe to email alerts:
Get timely info direct to your inbox 

Research and analysis from experts

Follow us on social:
Catch @stlouisfed on X, 
LinkedIn, Instagram and more

Visit stlouisfed.org for:

Explore the 
Economy Museum:
Learn about money, 
history and economics
in person or online

Award-winning, free economic 
education resources

FRED®, a trusted source for timely 
economic data

Community development tools to support 
an economy in which all can benefit
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