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Capitol Hill, Washington, DC



Main Reading Room & Great Hall



https://www.loc.gov/about/reports-and-budgets/annual-reports/


Primary sources in a variety of media—including 
manuscripts, photographs, maps, architectural 
drawings, sound recordings, motion picture film, and 
more—can be powerful teaching tools. The Library of 
Congress supports K-16 teachers with primary source-
inspired programs, classroom materials, fellowships 
and grants. This session will introduce a sampling of 
these opportunities and allow time for Q&A, as well as 
participant input about their favorite Library resources 
for educators. 
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https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/
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“Animal Locomotion,” 1887

“Brunhilde,” 1936

Free to Use and Reuse: Cats

https://www.loc.gov/item/2017645524/
https://www.loc.gov/item/98514094/


Free to Use and Reuse
Updated monthly…

“Day of the Dead Mural,” 2018

Hispanic Heritage

“The Rocket Book,” 1912

Classic Children’s Books
“Drawing from Survey,” 2011

Statue of Liberty

https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.ny1251.sheet/?sp=39
https://www.loc.gov/item/2020742867/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbc0001.2003juv23925/




Library of Congress Teachers Page

• Cross-curricular K-12 
teacher resources

• Curated primary source 
sets

• Background context and 
teaching strategies

• Free professional 
development

https://www.loc.gov/teachers/

https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/about-this-program/
https://www.loc.gov/teachers/


• Over 100 sets on a variety of topics

• Each set contains:

➢ 18 primary sources in various 
formats

➢ Background essay

➢ Teaching Suggestions

➢ Links to additional resources

Primary Source Sets

Mass Persuasion Campaigns PSS

https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/classroom-materials/primary-source-sets/


Primary Source Sets
Updated quarterly…

“Gwen Patton oral history,” 2011 

Jim Crow & Segregation PSS
“Breaker Boys,” 1900 

Industrial Revolution PSS

“Bell’s Notebook,” 1876 

Inventions/Innovations PSS

https://www.loc.gov/item/magbellbib004331/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/det.4a07285/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2015669119/




Teaching with the Library Blog

• Over 1,500 blog posts

• Updated 2-3 times per week during 
the school year

• Primary source highlights, teaching 
strategies, and news

https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/

https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/




How is the poster designed to persuade the public?
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Teachers Guides and Analysis Tools

https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/

https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/


Your Turn!

• Visit one of the areas that we’ve 

reviewed today (links are in the chat):

➢ Free to Use and Reuse Sets

➢ Primary Source Sets

➢ Teaching with the Library Blog

• Find something that you find useful or 

interesting.  

• Share it in the chat!

https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/?fa=partof_type:primary+source+set
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/




The Library of Congress
Inspires learning through

• Events

www.loc.gov/programs/teachers
/professional-development/ 

https://www.loc.gov/film-and-
videos/?fa=partof:event+videos 
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The Library of Congress
Inspires learning through

• Networks:
TPS Teachers Network
www.TPSTeachersNetwork.org 

http://www.tpsteachersnetwork.org/


The Library of Congress
Inspires learning through

• Networks:
Affiliated Centers for the Book
www.loc.gov/programs 

http://www.loc.gov/programs


The Library of Congress
Inspires learning through

• Networks:
Literacy Awards Program
www.loc.gov/programs 

http://www.loc.gov/programs
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