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Digital Imaging Workflow



Digital Specifications

• Follow the Federal Agencies Digital Guidelines Initiative’s “Technical Guidelines 
for Digiting Cultural Heritage Materials” three-star level.

o 400 ppi (original document size) with 24-bit RGB color.

o Master file format: JPEG 2000 with up to a 20:1 lossless compression ratio.

o Searchable and optimized PDFs compliant to the PDF/A2-b format 
specification standard. 

o OCR text saved as .txt file format for each publication.

o Pages should have no visible skew (no more than between 0-1 degrees)

o Pages cropped so the page edge is showing with a border of no less than 
1/16 inch and no larger than ¼ inch.

https://www.digitizationguidelines.gov/guidelines/digitize-technical.html
https://www.digitizationguidelines.gov/guidelines/digitize-technical.html


United States Reports

• Cases of the Supreme Court of the 
United States

• Compiled and published by the 
Reporter of Decisions

• Contains more than just cases 
decided by the Court

• Scope of the GovInfo collection: 
volumes 2-501

• Volumes acquired from discarding 
Federal depository libraries



U.S. Reports Digital Files

• File Structure: Bag-It

• Master Preservation Files: JPEG2000 for 
each page

• Access Files:
• PDF/A-2b for full volume
• PDF/A-2b for each case

• Other
• Text file for full volume
• Technical metadata on imaging process
• MARC record for full volume



Metadata Sources

• Library of Congress API

• Supreme Court Database 

(Washington University)

• GPO-created volume-level 

manifest



Demo

• www.govinfo.gov

http://www.govinfo.gov


Questions & Comments

• Amanda Dunn, adunn@gpo.gov

• Suzanne Ebanues, sebanues@gpo.gov

Questions for GPO staff? Contact us using askGPO. 

mailto:adunn@gpo.gov
mailto:sebanues@gpo.gov
https://ask.gpo.gov/s/
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