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The National Collection of U.S. Public Information

The National Collection of U.S. Government Public 
Information is a geographically dispersed collection 
of the corpus of Federal Government public 
information, accessible to the public at no cost. The 
development, maintenance, and preservation of the 
National Collection is critical to providing free, ready, 
and permanent public access to Federal Government 
information, now and for future generations.

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/
https://fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/the-national-collection
https://fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/the-national-collection
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The National Collection
• Over 1,000 libraries 

separated by
• 50 states
• 4 territories
• Designation dates for 

libraries from 1814 to 
the present

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/
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Preservation Stewards
• Preservation Stewards make a 

commitment to retain tangible 
(print) depository resources in 
perpetuity.

• Local collection and circulation 
policies remain in place.

• GPO provides a national context 
to your local collection 
development and preservation 
efforts.

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/
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Preservation Stewards
• Requirements: catalog 

Preservation Steward collection 
items, assess their condition, sign 
a memorandum of 
understanding.

• GPO will help replace collection 
items in poor condition.

• Preservation Steward partners 
may also become Digital Content 
Contributors. 

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/
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Partnership Team 

• Suzanne Ebanues, Coordinator 
• Alicia Kubas, Federal Depository Support Services 
• Abby McDermott, Collection Development 
• Keith Wade, Management and Program Analyst 
• David Walls, Preservation 

https://www.fdlp.gov/collaborations-with-gpo

https://ask.gpo.gov/s/

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/
https://www.fdlp.gov/collaborations-with-gpo
https://ask.gpo.gov/s/


Walker Library 
Special Collections 

Preservation Steward
Distilling, fermenting, and brewing



Walker Library, FDLP 

MTSU University Library founded in 1911 

Became a depository library in 1912 

Became a Preservation Steward in 2023



Walker Library, Special Collections 

Founded in 1999 with the opening of  the 
current building.

Our collection began with books from the old  
Library’s Tennessee Room. 

Collection building began in earnest with the 
Early Tennessee Imprints and then the 
Dimensional and Artists Books.

Distilling, Fermenting, and Brewing Collection 
began in 2020.



Distilling, Fermenting, and Brewing Collection 

The Distilling, Fermenting, and Brewing 
Collection focuses on capturing and preserving the 
social, economic, and cultural heritage of  the 
production and consumption of  alcoholic 
beverages from colonial America to the present 
day, emphasizing Tennessee. It includes books, 
periodicals, pamphlets, government documents, 
ephemera, labels, advertising material, and cultural 
artifacts.



Government Documents 

Early acquisitions included 
government materials 

Blank Liquor license printed by 
William Bradford and dating 
between 1707-1714



Government Documents 

We took an expansive view on collecting government materials 



FDLP Government materials 

Early 2022, we started adding FDLP materials offered up on 
ASERL at the suggestion of  our continuing resources 
assistant.  

Became a Preservation Steward in 2023 to collect and 
preserve government materials related to our Distilling, 
Fermenting, and Brewing Collection.

We have just over 300 unique titles. 
 



Preservation Steward collecting profile 

Timeframe: 19th century – 1999 (our current holdings are pre-dominantly early to mid 20th century)
• Covers all aspects of  alcoholic beverages
• Agricultural components (e.g., grapes, hops, barley, wheat, corn, rice, potatoes, dairy)
• Production and technology of  wine-making, brewing, and distilling
• Forestry components (oak and sugar maple)
• Statistics (on all aspects, but particularly revenue)
• Legal (laws, hearings)
• Importation of  alcoholic beverages (duties, tariffs, regulations, etc)
• Anything related to Prohibition and temperance
• US Revenue Cutter service
• Selected materials on alcoholism

Geographical preference is Tennessee when available.

SuDoc classification is varied.



How we care for our materials  

All materials are housed in our 
secure and climate-controlled 
vault 



Custom enclosures 

Most government materials we 
acquire are paperbound and thin. 

We create custom enclosures to 
ensure they can safely sit on the 
shelves. 



Custom enclosures 



Custom enclosures 



Future plans: repair and conservation training

Photo by Maria J. Ferrer mywingsbook. Used under CC BY-SA 4.0 https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en

We want to be able to be more proactive with our 
preservation responsibilities. 

We have scheduled a two-day introduction to basic 
book repair and treatment with a professional 
conservator. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Mar%C3%ADaJ._Ferrer&action=edit&redlink=1


Access 

We make all items are available once they reach Special 
Collections, regardless of  cataloging/conservation 
status.

All our materials are cataloged.  Cataloging is a priority. 

 

All items receive the following MARC fields to denote 
their FDLP PS and DFBC status.

DFBC named collection fields 
• 490 / 830
• 710 with a $5
• 930 
• 590: Distilling, fermenting, and brewing collection 

description 
• 561: if  copies are held in the circulating stacks 

FDLP fields 

910 
903 

Item record statistical codes 
DFBC 
GPO PS 



Some examples of our collection 



Some examples of our collection 



Some examples of our collection 



Future plans

Reclassify documents from 
Dewey to LCC.

Add any missing collection fields 
to the MARC records.

Finish the backlog of enclosures 
for pamphlets and brochures. 

Book repair training

Survey items already in the vault 
for additional treatment 



Further reading and contact 

Distilling a Collection: Creating a Distilling, Fermenting, and Brewing Special Collection at the James E. 
Walker Library. https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/seln/vol69/iss3/5/

Another Collection’s Treasure (2022 FDL Conference poster presentation).
https://www.fdlp.gov/2022-poster-presentation

MTSU’s Walker Library gets shot at preserving federal documents related to liquor industry.
https://mtsunews.com/mtsu-walker-library-gpo-preservation-steward/

Susan Martin, Special Collections Librarian  
susan.martin@mtsu.edu 

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/seln/vol69/iss3/5/
https://www.fdlp.gov/2022-poster-presentation
https://mtsunews.com/mtsu-walker-library-gpo-preservation-steward/
mailto:susan.martin@mtsu.edu


Collaboration for Preservation at Salmon Library

NASA Special Publication Stewardship

Michael Manasco
Instructional & Government Documents Coordinator Librarian



UAH & “Rocket City”

• Around 9,000 students, heavy S.T.E.M. focus

• R1 university
• Aerospace, Astrophysics, Space Propulsion

• Redstone Arsenal, NASA’s Marshall Space Flight 
Center, Missile Defense Agency, DoD entities

Wernher von Braun & Congressman Bob Jones, Map for Research Institute at UAH, 1961



Von Braun & NASA Connections

• 1949 – Extension Center U of A
• University of Alabama Huntsville Center

• 1969 – UAH made autonomous from Tuscaloosa
• Salmon Library construction completed

Dr. Wernher von Braun. (n.d.). Scenic South Card Co., 
Bessemer, Ala. https://jstor.org/stable/community.34688483

United States. National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Charles Lundquist Briefing Wernher von Braun and Hermann Oberth 
on Satellite Orbits. JSTOR, https://jstor.org/stable/community.34308181.

● Von Braun, in 1961, addressed the Alabama legislature:
○ “It's the university climate that brings the business…It's not water, or 

real estate…It's brainpower."

● Need for a high level teaching & research university
○ Support students & profs, but also NASA & Army personnel

■ many were professors & NASA/Army personnel simultaneously

● Unique connections between UAH, Redstone Arsenal, NASA



Unintentional Personal Connection



Collection Focus: Why and What we Steward

● UAH joined the FDLP in 1964
○ Selective Repository (Tuscaloosa is our Regional)

● 2016, began discussing vision & goals with Library Dean
○ Embrace focus, curation, specialization of Selective
○ Aligns with the institutional mission in supporting 

aerospace initiatives & bridging the past/present/future

● Began (lengthy) process of weeding in accordance with 
FDLP Guidelines & Exchange 
○ Supercede, substitute, 5-year rule, etc.
○ Focus in general on vision for the collection

■ military, space, TVA
● Regional/Institutional focus

2019 – Entered agreement with GPO Preservation Stewardship Program for NASA Special Publications



Collection Focus: Why and What we Steward

● NASA: Where to start?
○ NAS designated SuDOCs 

■ 1.21, 1.43, 1.18 early contenders

● There are many NAS stems, we have many in our gov 
docs/library collection already
○ FDLP participation, collection development

● Took over Gov Docs duties in 2016
○ Challenges: 

■ learning SuDOCS
■ FDLP selection/weeding guidelines
■ Connect with Regional depository (UA)

○ Addressing greater gov docs/archives situation
■ location, collection cataloging, weeding



Collection Focus: Why and What we Steward
● Collaboration with Archivist to identify which 

NASA stems were a natural fit for preservation
○ NAS 1:21

■ Special Publications (SPs)

● NAS 1:21
○ Perfect starting point for a 

university/community of researchers
■ historical information, flight manuals, 

mission/project focused monographs



Collection Focus: Why and What we Steward
● Research into NEED for preservation

○ At the time, Langley Research Center only 
■ DIGITAL Steward for space related/NASA

● NTRS (NASA Technical Reports Server)
■ NO Print Preservation for NASA then

● “Is it all online?”

● Private Sector + Government Agency Support
○ An overview of the SP’s informed my decision to 

start with that stem
■ flight manuals, science & tech applications, joint 

agency collabs (ex.-- Department of Transportation & NASA aviation)



Why preserve the print copy, or, How to justify to admin?
● Three main categories I used for justification:

○ Uniqueness to the print format
○ Not online at all
○ Quality difference in scans

● Danger to rely on charity of universities– “someone will do it”
○ i.e., is this preserved electronically on a .gov or .mil?



Collection Focus: Why and What we Steward
● Around 500 NAS 1.21 titles

● Cataloging priority

● Other NASA docs followed
○ 1.43, 1.19, etc.

● Emphasis on getting 
Stewardship notes

● Added many since



NAS 1.21: Variety of Publication Types & Purposes



NAS 1.21: Variety of Publication Types & Purposes



NAS 1.21: Variety of Publication Types & Purposes

● Tangible reports offer 
some on difficult topics

● Physical item is a bridge 
connecting to the past
○ Holding it = real

● Address discrepancies 
between “print” & online



Collection Focus: Preservation for USE
● Format matters

○ Pamphlet

○ Artifact of a time, 
place, & purpose
■ Logo evolution

○ Exobiology in print

○ Resource Types
■ Tertiary
■ Secondary
■ Primary



Collection Focus: Preservation for USE



Collection Focus: Preservation for USE
● NTRS, NASA.gov/history

○ Sometimes missing documents

○ Revisions, re-publications
■ Reports in various formats

● Mission Operation Reports, 
Preliminary Reports, etc.

○ Discrepancy in image fidelity/usability
■ Photos, data sets
■ Problematic when hunting specific 

tables/data in a given report

http://nasa.gov/history


Collection Focus: Preservation for USE



Collection Focus: Preservation for USE



Collection Focus: Preservation for USE



Stewardship Benefits for our University & Community

● At UAH
○ Instruction

○ Archives/Gov Docs symbiosis
■ Private/Professional → 

Project/Mission 
Documentation

○ Engineers, but way more!
■ Space Science
■ Graphic Design
■ Cultural Studies
■ Political Science
■ Art



Stewardship Benefits for our University & Community

● Community
○ Provided means for a larger platform 

at regional events
● Symposium in the South

○ Engaging local historians/enthusiasts

○ Ties into missions with Space & 
Rocket Center, Arsenal

○ Support DoD, NASA researchers
■ Still a major necessity

● Need the original source



Stewardship Benefits for our University & Community

● Aided us with preservation “dibs” 
since 2019
○ RSIC’s closing
○ UCF transition
○ Kenny Mitchell collection

● Around 1,000+ NAS 1.21 titles now
○ Update Stewardship holdings!



Stewardship: Moving Forward?

● Filling in the gaps in NAS 1.21
○ More active role in checking exchange services
○ Identifying/reaching out to institutions who may 

have pieces to fill in the coverage gaps

● Extending to new NASA stems for preservation
○ NAS 1.18 ; 1.19 ; 1.43

■ Handbooks, Educational, Images/visual



Stewardship: Moving Forward?

● Unique collections, non-NASA
○ Private industry, historical record
○ Related agencies– military, “culture”

NAS1.43:C73 NAS1.43:Sa1/2 D2.9:D36/2/No.106

D2.9:D36/2/No.88

D2.9:36/2/No.97



Three Key Points to Consider Regarding Stewardship
1. Know who you are; what’s your mission? 

○ Why US? Why THIS collection? 
● Start with focus, not an entire stem (i.e., all NAS 1:xx)

○ Don’t keep everything “just because”
■ Is your institution best suited to be the steward for this collection? 
■ Are you the best place for it?

● why, how, where, when you will execute this within the context of your 
library/institution’s mission

○ Consider logistics (personnel, time, physical space, cataloging, marketing, etc.)



Three Key Points to Consider Regarding Stewardship
2.   Preserve with a Purpose

○ Not something to just “collect dust”; what’s its use?

○ What is the narrative of institutional/regional memory your 
collection will aid in telling through its preservation? Does it 
provide context to its place in a national/global scale?

○ How can this collection inform/enhance instructional efforts?

○ Actively connect it to other departments within the library/institution
■ If you are preserving this material, it should be a natural fit for 

promoting and integrating into your community’s needs



Three Key Points to Consider Regarding Stewardship
3.   Consider a plan for growth—what’s next?

○ Have you collected “everything”?

○ Are there gaps/holes to fill to pursue a “complete” collection?

○ How can this collection inform/enhance instructional/engagement efforts?

○ Once comfortable with the experience with managing/maintaining this 
collection, is there a logical “next” collection you might pursue?



Thank you!
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