
Overview of the Constitution 
Annotated Online

Barbara Bavis Public Services Division
Bibliographic and Research Instruction Librarian Law Library of Congress



Background

 The Constitution Annotated of the 
United States of America: Analysis and 
Interpretation (Constitution 
Annotated or CONAN) is the only 
comprehensive, government-
sanctioned record of the 
interpretations of the U.S. 
Constitution

 Written and published by the 
Congressional Research Service (CRS)

 Printed every 10 years
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https://constitution.congress.gov 
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https://constitution.congress.gov/


Constitution Annotated - Homepage
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Locating Content in the 
Constitution Annotated Online

You can use 
“Browse 

Explanations” if you 
are interested in a 

specific Article of or 
Amendment to the 

Constitution.

Or you can do 
keyword 

searches in the 
Constitution 
Annotated 

website. For 
more help 

setting up your 
search, turn to 

the “Search 
Help” button to 
the right of the 
global search 

box.
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Search Help Page
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Keyword Search Results
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Facets

8



Copy Search
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Selecting an Essay
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Essay Page
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Topic Search
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Essay Text
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Essay Footnotes
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Supreme Court Cases Cited – 
Law Library of Congress Website
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Other Notes About Citation Links
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Browse Explanations – Landing Page
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Sample Amendment Browse
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Resources Page – Table of Cases
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Searchability Within Resource Tables
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Resource Tables in Global Search
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Sorting Features in Resource Tables
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Table of Laws Held Unconstitutional 
in Whole or in Part by the Supreme Court
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Table of Supreme Court Justices
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Beyond the Constitution Annotated 
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Methodologies for the Tables
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Constitution of the United States
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Updates
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About Page
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About Page (Continued)
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Additional Information
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In-Class Exercise

 Recently, you may have heard references in the news to 

cases regarding whether certain actions by the 

government were unconstitutional under the “Takings 

Clause.” How would you go about using the Constitution 

Annotated Online website in order to find out more 

information?
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 For research assistance, contact 
the Law Library of Congress via:

 Ask a Librarian: https://ask.loc.gov/law   

 Phone: 202-707-5080

 For technical website feedback, 
please fill out our user survey: 
https://www.research.net/r/ 
congress-gov-feedback 

Questions?
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