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What We Will Discuss

• The OFR & Its Publications
• Federal Register & Executive Orders
• CFR, eCFR.gov & drafting.ecfr.gov
• Demo of eCFR tools
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The OFR & Its Publications



Office of the Federal Register

• Office in the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA)

• Created in 1935 by the Federal Register Act
• Federal Register was OFR’s first publication in 1936
• Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) came soon after

• More publications added over time
• Additional duties

• Electoral College
• Constitutional amendments



Government Publishing Office

• GPO – formerly called Government Printing 
Office

• Under Congress in the Legislative Branch
• Statutory partner with OFR in producing the 

Federal Register and Code of Federal 
Regulations

• Provides publication services for other OFR 
publications

• Since 2017, our landlord



OFR Publications

Federal Register (FR)
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
Public Inspection List
List of Sections Affected (LSA)
Federal Register Index
CFR Index and Finding Aids
United States Government Manual
Daily Compilation of Presidential Documents (DCPD)
Slip Laws
US Statutes at Large
Privacy Act Compilation



Federal Register &
Executive Orders



Federal Register

• Federal Register is the official gazette 
of the United States Government 
which contains:
• proposed rules
• rules
• notices
• presidential documents



FederalRegister.gov

• Federal Register website

• Updated each weekday except holidays
• Current issue / past issues to 1994
• Public Inspection

• Search tools
• MyFR Accounts
• Presidential document pages

FederalRegister.gov



Presidential Documents

• 3 categories of Presidential 
Documents

• Executive Orders
• Proclamations
• Other Presidential Documents

• Special presentation of Presidential 
Documents on FederalRegister.gov

• Recently added Executive Orders 
from 1937 to 1993 
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CFR, eCFR.gov 
& drafting.ecfr.gov



CFR

• Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) is 
the codification of rules published in 
the Federal Register

• Divided into 50 titles
• Titles are organized by topic
• Annual update, broken into 4 groups

• One group is published each quarter



eCFR.gov

• Special presentation of the CFR

• Difference between CFR and eCFR
• Updated each business day
• Search engine and finding aides

• Linked references
• Complex versioning and compare
• My eCFR Accounts & subscriptions

• Multiple ways to view and use the data
ecfr.gov



Drafting.ecfr.gov

• From comments received from users 
of the website and OFR staff we 
recognized there were two groups of 
users

• Regulation consumers
• Regulation authors

• Special website just for regulation 
authors

• Simple regulatory text without extra 
tools on the regular eCFR website

drafting.ecfr.gov



Demo of eCFR Tools



Questions
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