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About the MN State Law Library

9 Stat. 403
An Act to establish the Territorial Government of Minnesota.



9 Stat. 403
An Act to establish the Territorial Government of Minnesota.



MN Constitution
The supreme court shall appoint to serve at its pleasure a clerk, 
a reporter, a state law librarian and other necessary employees.

480.09 STATE LIBRARY.
Subdivision 1. Supervisory control; supreme court.
The State Library shall be maintained under the supervision of 
the justices of the supreme court...

MN Statutes



Current Collection
Focus on the Minnesota Appellate Courts

Federal 
 GPO selective depository library
 All federal primary sources

Minnesota
 All Minnesota legal materials
 Appellate Briefs

Other States
 Historical (territorial, pre-statehood, constitutional conventions)

Treatises covering topics reaching the appellate courts



About the Program
• History

• Pilot Project 1984
• 1985 – 2,509 requests were filled for 274 inmates

• Funding
• Interagency agreement
• FY24/FY25 - $530,000
• Where does the $ come from?
• What DOC pays for



About the Program
• Staffing

• # of staff
• Classification of staff
• Training/Education
• Duties

• State Law Library role
• Role re: DOC librarians 



About the Program
• Who we assist

• 8 prisons
• IPs housed outside of the prisons



About the Program
• How IPs make requests/get info
• What we provide

• Legal materials in our collection
• How we provide it

• Turn-around time
• “legal mail” handling



Kite given to prison librarian



Letter sent directly to LLSP



About the Program
• What the prisons provide on site

• Library and librarians
• Part of Education Department of DOC

• “Core Collection”
• Lexis







About the Program

What we don’t/cannot provide

- Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) materials (including lien requests)
 https://mncourts.libguides.com/sovereign-citizens

- DOC policies

- DSM (Diagnostic and Statistical Manual)

- Non-legal materials

- Legal advice

https://mncourts.libguides.com/sovereign-citizens


About the Program
Challenges

- Language
- Literacy
- Mental health
- Lock-downs
- Coordination with prison staff









What do IPs ask for?

Civil law
5%

Criminal law
21%

Exact Citation
35%

Conditions of 
Confinement

10%

Family law
5%

Post-sentencing 
7%

Other
17%



2022 Statistics
– 7,833 DOC inmates (as of 07/01/2022)
– 17,792 Questions answered
– 731 Phone calls (20% increase from 2020)
– 155 Video visits
– 23,577 Items sent
– 2,129 Individual inmates assisted



Thank you
“Just a note to let you know how appreciative and thankful I am 
for all your help. You have gone above and beyond for me, and I 
see your good deeds. Thank you so much for sending me the 
information I needed. It put me on the right track for learning. 
Having the right information is empowering.” 

~ note to law librarian from IP 

Questions about this program?

Liz Reppe
Liz.Reppe@courts.state.mn.us

mailto:Liz.Reppe@courts.state.mn.us
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