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Disclaimer

References to particular products, patents, trademarks, service marks,
services, companies and/or organizations in this presentation are for
illustrative and educational purposes only and do not constitute or
imply endorsement by the U.S. government, the U.S. Department of
Commerce, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, or any other federal

agency.



Topics

 PTRC program
* Introduction to patents and trademarks

 Patent search tools

Trademark search tools

Legal and pro se assistance


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Training Topics

"During this tutorial, we will cover topics including: the benefits of conducting a thorough patent search, what constitutes patentable subject matter, the definition of prior art, an overview of the Cooperative Patent Classification or CPC schema, and suggested steps for conducting a search of U.S. patents and published patent applications."


Patent and Trademark Resource Center
(PTRC) Program

Nationwide network of
public, state, and academic
libraries that are designated
by the USPTO to disseminate
patent and trademark
information and to support
intellectual property needs
of the public

B City or county public library
e @ College or university library
. State library

A Special library

www.uspto.gov/ptrc



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Common Slides Library at https://usptogov.sharepoint.com/sites/de591e02/Pages/Communication-Review-Process.aspx 

http://www.uspto.gov/ptrc

Patent models and prior art search

« 1790-1880: U.S. Patent Office required
both documentation and three-
dimensional patent models when an
invention was submitted for a patent.

* Beginning in the 1870s, the U.S. Patent
Office distributed patent drawings and
specifications to public libraries to allow
inventors to conduct their own prior art
search more accessibly.

« Beginning in the 1970s, the U.S. Patent
Office provided training for librarians in
public and academic libraries who could
then help patrons understand and access
these materials.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Old Patent Office - model room (1861-65).  Public Domain.  Library of Congress record at https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017897832/ 
Congress required the submission of patent models between 1790-1880.


New PTRC locations

Utah Tech University earns official Patent and
« St George, Utah Trademark Resource Center designation

—_ Uta h TeCh U N |Ve rS|ty Written by or for St. George News () October 31, 2022

* lowa City, lowa -

1 St George News

— University of lowa

 Statesboro, Georgia

— Georgia Southern
University

« Blacksburg, VA
— Virginia Tech

Utah Tech University’s Library, located in the Jeffrey R. Holland Centennial Commons building on campus, will house
the officially designated Patent and Trademark Resource Center as granted by the United States Patent and Trademark
Office, St. George, Utah, location unspecified | Photo courtesy of Utah Tech University, St. George News



https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2022/10/31/prc-utah-tech-university-earns-official-patent-and-trademark-resource-center-designation/#.Y2PQ79jMI2w

PTRC librarians have a variety of
backgrounds

* Engineering
« Scilence

* Business

« Law

e Humanities



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photo with permission, Robert Berry, PTRCP. Amelia Cohoes, PTRCP Fellowship Librarian.  Amelia Cohoes, panelist in a panel discussion about promoting intellectual property awareness in library makerspaces at the American Library Association’s Annual Conference in 2019, speaking to a conference attendee.


PTRC librarians provide

» One-on-one assistance via phone, email, letter, chat, virtual meeting,
and in-person.

« Workshops that are open to the public.
 Library instruction to college classes.

* Guest speaking to groups such as Small Business Development
Center workshops and inventor associations.

« Topics may include intellectual property (IP) overview, patent and
trademark database search strategies, historical IP research
strategies, and information about USPTO and local resources.



PTRC librarians assist patrons using
hypothetical examples

« PTRC librarians will help
patrons learn how to search
and how to find relevant
resources.

 PTRC librarians will not;

— Give legal advice.

— Complete or submit an application for
a patron.

— Provide a legal opinion about the
feasibility of an application or project.

— Conduct a prior art search for a patron.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photo by Jim Bettinger, PTRC Rep at Cleveland Public Library, and used with Mr. Bettinger’s permission. Teaching PubEAST and PubWEST (legacy patent search tools) to CPL staff members Joseph M. Parnell and Alea Lytle in 2019.


PTRC librarians do outreach

« Organizations that support entrepreneurs and small businesses
such as the Small Business Administration and their resource
partners, local chambers of commerce, Secretaries of State, etc.

* Entrepreneur and small business owner networking events,
conferences, and seminars.

« Student pitch competitions.

* Inventors associations and maker spaces.

« K-12 STEM, Boy Scouts®, Girl Scouts®, and Maker Faire® events
« Collaborate with USPTO regional offices.



The USPTO’s PTRC program office
supports PTRCs

* Annual training seminar, webinars, and
individual training for PTRC library staff.

 Site visits that include public
programming and library staff training.

 Annual check-in calls.

» Research assistance.
» Collaborative outreach programming.
« Brochures and handouts.



Introduction to patents



What is a patent?

A U.S. patent is

14

A property right granted by the United States
government to an inventor

To exclude others from making, using, offering
for sale, or selling the invention throughout
the United States or importing the invention
into the United States

For a limited time

In exchange for public disclosure
of the invention



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide from OCCO Common Slides Library Slide 21:  https://usptogov.sharepoint.com/sites/de591e02/Documents/Common%20Slides%20Library.pptx
 

What Is a Patent?
A patent for an invention is the grant of a property right to the inventor, issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office. Generally, the term of a new patent is 20 years from the date on which the application for the patent was filed in the United States or, in special cases, from the date an earlier related application was filed, subject to the payment of maintenance fees. U.S. patent grants are effective only within the United States, U.S. territories, and U.S. possessions. Under certain circumstances, patent term extensions or adjustments may be available. 

The right conferred by the patent grant is, in the language of the statute and of the grant itself, “the right to exclude others from making, using, offering for sale, or selling” the invention in the United States or “importing” the invention into the United States. What is granted is not the right to make, use, offer for sale, sell or import, but the right to exclude others from making, using, offering for sale, selling or importing the invention. Once a patent is issued, the patentee must enforce the patent without aid of the USPTO. 

There are three types of patents: 
Utility patents may be granted to anyone who invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, article of manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof; 

2) Design patents may be granted to anyone who invents a new, original, and ornamental design for an article of manufacture; and 

3) Plant patents may be granted to anyone who invents or discovers and asexually reproduces any distinct and new variety of plant. 






Types of patents

Utility
Protects how an invention
works, functions or is made

for 20 years from filing date

* Process

* Machine

* Article of manufacture
« Composition of matter

15

Design

Protects the way a
product or article looks,
the ornamental
expression for 15 years
from the date of grant

Plant

Protects newly invented
strains of asexually
reproducing flowering
plants, fruit trees, and
other hybrid plants for
20 years from filing date



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide From OCCO Common Slides Library, Slide 23 https://usptogov.sharepoint.com/sites/de591e02/Documents/Common%20Slides%20Library.pptx

the design patent term changed to 15 years from issue once the Hague Agreement took effect in the U.S.  on 5/13/2015

In general terms, a “utility patent” protects the way an article is used and works (35 U.S.C. 101), while a "design patent" protects the way an article looks (35 U.S.C. 171). Both design and utility patents may be obtained on an article if invention resides both in its utility and ornamental appearance. While utility and design patents afford legally separate protection, the utility and ornamentality of an article are not easily separable. Articles of manufacture may possess both functional and ornamental characteristics.

Of primary importance in a design patent application is the drawing disclosure, which illustrates the design being claimed. Unlike a utility application, where the "claim" describes the invention in a lengthy written explanation, the claim in a design patent application protects the overall visual appearance of the design, “described” in the drawings. It is essential that the applicant present a set of drawings (or photographs) of the highest quality which conform to the rules and standards which are reproduced in this guide. Changes to these drawings after the application has been filed, may introduce new matter, which is not permitted by law (35 U.S.C. 132). 


®
Patentable subject matter

* Machine: Automated Library
System with Retrieving and
Respositioning Robot US 6,535,790

» Article of Manufacture: May have
parts but any interaction between
the parts is usually static.
Amusement Device (Magic 8 Ball)
US 3,168,315

« Composition of Matter: Ranitidine
Solid Dosage Form (Zantac) US
5,407,687
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Image of Library System Robot from U.S. patent 6535790
Magic 8 Ball - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magic_8-Ball  from U.S. patent 3168315

https://patents.google.com/patent/US6535790B2/en
https://www.google.com/patents/US3168315
https://patents.google.com/patent/US5407687A/en

Patentable subject matter (cont.)

U.S. Patent Jun. 2, 1998 Sheet 1 of 8 5,761,648

Process: Business Method o
Patents

« Amazon's one-click
patent US 5,960,411

« CoolSavings patent for
providing internet
coupons US 5,761,648

17



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
State Street Bank and Trust Co. v. Signature Financial Group
The Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit concluded that business methods constitute patentable subject matter provided that the claimed process is useful, concrete, and produce a tangible result (1998). 
Amazon – “Method and system for placing a purchase order via a communications network”
CoolSavings – “Interactive marketing network and process using electronic certificates” (assignee: Interactive Coupon Network Comdisco Inc News America Marketing Properties LLC)
Business Method Patents resource: https://www.oblon.com/publications/business-method-boot-camp-what-every-ip-attorney-should-know-about-business-method-patents#_edn2
State Street - The Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit (CAFC) concluded that business methods constitute patentable subject matter provided that the claimed process is useful, concrete, and produce a tangible result. (Decision 1998). Prior to this, business patents were considered unpatentable abstract ideas. Justia Law resource: https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/FSupp/927/502/2092742/



https://patents.google.com/patent/US5960411A/en?oq=us5960411
https://patents.google.com/patent/US5761648A/en?oq=us5%2c761%2c648

Architecture of a patent

* Front page information

 Specification pages including
drawing sheets

« (Claims

Example: US 9,474,406

Apparatus with Beverage Cartridge
Holder Having Movable Outlet

18

iz United States Patent o) Patent No.:  US 9,474,406 B2

Smith et al. +%) Date of Patent: Oct, 25,2016

PPARATUS WITH BEVERAGE
CARTRIDGE HOLDER HAVING
WTLET

2 43
ELB043 (201301 16 Claims. 14 Drawing Sheets



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Front Page - Bibliographic Info: Inventor name, assignee name, patent number, abstract, classification numbers, references cited, and a single drawing (if provided)
Specifications and drawings: discloses how invention works and enables public to make use of it upon expiration
Claims: : legal metes and bounds of patent owner’s property
Example: US 9,474,406 Apparatus with beverage cartridge holder having movable outlet https://patents.google.com/patent/US9474406B2/en?q=green+mountain&oq=green+mountain
Assignee: Keurig Green Mountain, Inc.



The path to a patent

One year Twenty years
<€ > € >

Provisional Nelak
New Idea? |@ application g provisional
(optional) application

4 Patent!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
*From Common Slides Gallery Slide 27 https://usptogov.sharepoint.com/sites/de591e02/Documents/Common%20Slides%20Library.pptx
Utility and Plant Patents have 20 year terms and may include an optional Provisional Patent Application (PPA)
Design Patens have a 15 year term and do not include the PPA in the application process.


Introduction to trademarks



What is a trademark?

Any word, name, symbol 'S
or device or mﬁ‘m

Combination Of these Reg. no. 0396914 a

that distinguishes goods S
. eg. no.
and services and 5,129,530
identifies a source can — a— —
E=r<1i

be d trademark Reg. no.
1,286,301 Reg. no. 3,330,494

21


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All trademark images from TESS or TSDR databases on USPTO website,  Registration Numbers indicated in slide.


Types of marks

&’
Word mark: “Just Do .
’ r
It Reg. No. 1875307 {J\%‘:ﬂ |
.

Designs, logos and

symbols: Reg. No.
4576268



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Images of “Just Do It” word mark and Starbucks logo from Trademark Search and Document Retrieval database on USPTO website.

Other designs:  1045609, McDonald’s building configuration

Other word marks:  0414338 “Cheerios”


Types of marks continued

Color: Orange background color of product
packaging, equivalent to Pantone 165C

Homestead, Inc. (Formerly owned by Hershey
Chocolate & Confectionery LLC)

Reg. No. 2256226

Sound: MGM roaring lion
Reg. No. 1395550

Fragrance: Play-Doh scent mark
Hasbro
Reg. No. 5467089



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Images of color mark from Reg. No. 2256226 from TSDR specimen submitted in 2005 (note that this registration is only for the orange color of the package); of sound mark of MGM roaring lion from TSDR database on USPTO website (motion picture mark, not just sound mark);
image of Play-Doh from https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/86/Sputty.jpg (This work [image of Play-Doh] has been released into the public domain by its author, Hengsheng120 at English Wikipedia. This applies worldwide.)

Other examples of color marks:  Nestle’s no. 4521543
Sound marks:  NBC chimes:  Reg. No.  0523616 
Fragrance marks:  Grendene S.I. bubble gum scent mark flip flop bags
Reg. No. 4754435



Protected areas for federal

trademarks

e Goods
e Services

. Collective
service anql
membership

e Certification

24

Reg. No. 1647570

o~

Reg No. 5036379

BANK OF AMERICA %7
Reg. No. 6075813 & others

ENERGY STAR

Reg. No. 1999485


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Images:  Box of Cheerios cereal from TSDR for registration 1647570.  Bank of America trademark from TESS for RN 6075813.  AAA collective mark image from TESS registration 5036379. Energy Star certification mark from TESS for RN 1999485 for owner U.S. Dept. of Energy.


Trademark rights

Rights derive from first
use of the mark in
commerce

« Common law
(unregistered)

» State registration
» Federal registration

25



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Image from USPTO Image Gallery:  https://imagegallery.uspto.gov/gallery/stock/Illustrations/42-26202422 


Patent search tools



Patent Public Search

UNITED STATES

PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE «

About Us

Jobs  Contact Us

Search uspto.gov Q

MyUSPTO

Patents Trademarks IP Policy Learning and Resources & Find It Fast v@

Patents Trademarks

Q, Patent Public Search Q TESS
Patent search Search trademark database

EA Patent Center | EFS-Web | Forms BB TEAS | Forms
Patent filing Trademark filing

B Patent Center | Private PAIR | TSDR
Global Dossier Status, documents, and certificates
Filing status

A TTAB | ESTTA | TTABVUE

o] Pay maintenance fees Trademark Trial and Appeal Board

Pay or look up maintenance fees =
&t Search assignment |

A PTAB Record assignment

Patent Trial and Appeal Board Search recorded assignment and
record ownership changes
&t Search assignment | = g
’ Record assignment M@ TMEP | ID Manual | TMOG |
P g = = = Search recorded assignment and TBMP
A girl's Window into history record ownership changes Guides and manuals
How Pleasant Rowland’s American Girl® helped tweens find their place [l LERVESN NaEE AN B Trademark processing wait times

Guides and manuals

Visit the USPTO home page (www.uspto.gov)

and use the “Find It Fast”
menu. Select the “Patent Public Search” link at the top of the menu.

Current and target wait times



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Access Patent Public Search database

The USPTO home page (www.uspto.gov) has a “Find It Fast” menu.
The “Patents” tab opens a menu of frequently used patent resources.
Select the “Patent Public Search” link near the top of the menu.



Patent Public Search landing page

Welcome to Patent Public Search

The Patent Public Search tool is a new web-based patent search application that will replace internal legacy
search tools PubEast and PubWest and external legacy search tools PatFT and AppFT. Patent Public Search
has two user selectable modern interfaces that provide enhanced access to prior art. The new, powerful, and
flexible capabilities of the application will improve the overall patent searching process.

If you are new to patent searches, or want to use the functionality that was available in the USPTO’s
PatFT/AppFT, select ‘Basic Search’ to look for patents by keywords or common fields, such as inventor or
publication number. Select ‘Advanced Search’ to use full query options as well as to further filter a patent
search by database or organize documents through tagging.

Advanced Search

B

Help FAQs Training materials

Information and support Answers to frequently asked questions Learn about Patent Public Search features
and functionalities




.

Basic Search

Quick lookup

Patent or Publication number
For example: 0123456 or 20210123456

Basic search
Search

Everything

Search

Everything

Patent Public Search Basic (PPUBS Basic)

OR

For
-
Operator
AND
For
e



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you are new to patent searching, or want to use the functionality that was available in the USPTO’s PatFT/AppFT, select ‘Basic Search’ to look for patents by keywords or common fields, such as inventor or publication number. Select ‘Advanced Search’ to use full query options as well as to further filter a patent search by database or organize documents through tagging.



O
Advanced Search

Qb ? @ BB § | Resetlaost  New 2HEE W | Resetlayouw

Q search x

Databases
Enter query text o

@ Sslectal o
@ UsPerUB @usear
@useat @usocr
B Usocr

Defaut Operator. [ OR || Highights: Sngie Colr | -

@ ShowErors @ Plrals 2 Bish Equivalents

@ opons ey - |
T8 sere e

& [ A|[Setings v

Highight No highight found i

Search Search Document Notes
Results Viewer Viewer

Search Help Tagged Hit Terms
History l Documents l



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Patent Public Search has 8 functions that appear as a tab in a window pane when activated. These functions are referred to as “Gadgets.”
Active “gadget” buttons are blue, non-active are white. In this example from Advanced Search, all gadgets have been activated.
Selecting a non-active button allows a gadget to be added to a panel. 



Three databases, one search tool

Patent Public Search can be used to search up to three
databases at the same time:

« US-PGPUB - U.S. Pre-Grant Publications (Published
Patent Applications) since 2001.

« USPAT - all issued U.S. patents since 1790.

« USOCR - text of issued U.S. patents from appx. 1830's to
1970 scanned using OCR (Optical Character Recognition).


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The default is to search all three at the same time.  A databases selection box in the Search panel allows the searcher to deselect any of the three databases.  No foreign patent databases can be searched though that feature may be added later.


Devices and browsers

Basic Search Advanced Search
 Should work with almost  Will not work with
all devices used to search smartphones and tablets.

the Internet, including

« Will only work with
smartphones and tablets.

Chromium based

« Will work with most browsers such as
current browsers, Chrome® and Edge®.
including Safari®.



Quick Reference Guides

Check the “Training Materials”
from the Patent Public Search
welcome page to discover over
10 step by step Quick
Reference Guides.

Add notes to images [H

Workspace layouts (&

Manage highlights &

Search overview (X

Search results (X

Tagged documents (X

Keyboard numpad navigation [H
Setting up external search (&

Field conversion from PatFT/AppET (2
Basic Search overview [




Narrated computer-based training with
examples from Patent Public Search

https://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/prelim-patent-search/index.html

——

How to conduct a preliminary U.S. patent search:
A step-by-step strategy



https://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/prelim-patent-search/index.html

USPTO Pat

ent Public Searc

e Q

LINKS

Patent Public Search events

Are you puzzled by patent searching or confused by the patent searching options available on the internet?
Whether you are a novice searcher or an experienced one, the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTQ) is here to help

See below for a list of virtual Patent Public Search training sessions to help you improve your searching strategy.
Each session is appreximately an hour long.

Register now to receive login instructions for an upcoming session. If there are no current upcoming sessions,
please check back on this page for future updates. L}

Past events

MAR 28, 2023 - VIRTUAL
Search like an examiner with Patents Public Search
Search like an examiner with Patents Public Search

Full details
MAR 10, 2023 - VIRTUAL
Patent Public Search tool: Advanced tips for frequent searchers
Join the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) as we explore additional features of the new Patent
Public Search tool for frequent searchers.

Full details
MAR 9, 2023 - VIRTUAL
Getting started with the Patent Public Search tool: An overview
On February 1, 2022, the USPTO released its new patent search tool, Patent Public Search. Join us March 9 to
learn how to apply your search skills using this advanced, time-saving patent search tool

Full details

h webinars




Further help: Micro Tutorials on YouTube

YouTube Playlist available for
seven Micro Tutorial videos
demonstrating frequently o
used Patent Public Search i~
searches:

https.//www.youtube.com/pla
ylist?list=PLI9BtHz|4w-
dnBiSi4fB6srNxgOW3NHSIQ

36


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9BtHzl4w-dnBiSi4fB6srNxq0W3NHSiQ

.

Inventor Search Assistant (beta)

37

Inventor Search Assistant (beta) is located
at https://developer.uspto.gov/inventor-
search

Search pre-grant U.S. patent publications
(published patent applications) from
1/1/2001 to 4/30/2020.

Relevant documents including
application results, non-patent literature,
and non-US documents are sorted by
relevancy.

Relevant figures and Cooperative Patent
Classification (CPC) symbols are also
sorted by relevancy.

Inventor Search Assistantbeta

isclosed. Therefore, a search of all previous public
conducted. This tool was designed to help you get started

@ stert by searching for either descriptive text tion, or search by an known USPTO application ID.

View the relevant documents and figures in the search results

While viewing results, select each document of interest to save

Click the Display Saved Results



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Search methodology is not yet defined.
Search result previews are connected to Google Patents.


https://developer.uspto.gov/inventor-search

®
Espacenet

» The European Patent Office (EPO)
has a patent search tool called
Espacenet, located at
Worldwide.Espacenet.com, that
allows users to search U.S. and :
foreign patents. e

» Users can use a "Pocket Guide” as z .
a reference to build search queries ) >
in the smart search bar or use the |
"Advanced Search” for a structured
search with a drop-down menu.

ET S Enter your search terms ] L Office/lLanguage v
Wadd Patent search
ct i ar



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mention that there are other proprietary tools and subscription databases that allow for patent searching

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/

Patentscope

« The World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) has a patent
search tool called Patentscope,

WIPO

Help v =

Home > PATENTSCOPE > Search

Feedback Search Browse Tools Settings

https://www.wipo.int/patentscope
that allows users to search
international Patent Cooperation
Treaty (PCT) applications and patent
documents from participating
national and regional offices.

Search options include: basic search,
advanced search, field combination

search, cross-lingual expansion, and
chemical compound search.

PATENTSCOPE Simple Search

Using PATENTSCOPE you can search 112 million patent documents including 4.6 million
published international patent applications (PCT). Detailed coverage information

PCT publication 30/2023 (27.07.2023) is now available here. The next PCT publication
31/2023 is scheduled for 03.08.2023. More

Check out the |atest PATENTSCOPE news and features
PATENTSCOPE Live Chat : every Monday from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM CET

Field

Front Page Search terms...

Query Examples


https://www.wipo.int/patentscope

Non-patent literature

* Inventions can be publicly disclosed in a variety of non-patent
publications, too, such as:

Books / journal articles / websites / technical catalogs /
conference proceedings

» Depending on the databases available for public use at your PTRC,
a PTRC library staff member can show how to search these for
non-patent literature also.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Broadening your search—with non-patent literature searching

Inventions can be publicly disclosed in a variety of non-patent publications, too, such as:
Books
Journal Articles
Websites
Technical Catalogs
Conference Proceedings�
Depending on the databases available for public use at your PTRC a PTRC library staff member can show how to search these for non-patent literature also.



Trademark search tools



Trademark Electronic Search System (TESS)

« The Trademark Electronic Search System (TESS) allows users to search
U.S. published trademark application and registration information.

« Users can search word, design, and non-traditional marks.
» TESS does not include state registered marks or common law marks.
» To access TESS, visit USPTO.gov and use “Find It Fast” to select TESS.

Find It Fast Select A Search Option

Quick links to applications and tools.

P Basic Word Mark Search (New User)
This option cannot be used to search design marks.

IEEEIs = P Word and/or Design Mark Search (Structured)

This option is used to search word and/or design marks. NOTE: You must first use the Design Search Code Manual
to look up the relevant Design Codes.

Search trademark database

P Word and/or Design Mark Search (Free Form)
This option allows you to construct word and/or design searches using Boolean logic and multiple search fields.

B3 TEAS | Forms X . -
NOTE: You must first use the Design Search Code Manual to look up the relevant Design Codes.

Trademark filing

42



Global Brand Database

The World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) hosts the Global
Brand Database, which offers access to
the collections of:

43

Trademarks from participating intellectual
property offices.

Appellations of origin and geographical
indications.

Official emblem:s.

International nonproprietary names.

WIPO Q

Home > Global Brand Database

Global Brand Database

The Global Brand Database provides access to the collections
of:

* International trademarks under the Madrid System

* Appellations of origin and Geographical Indications under the Lisbon
system

* Emblems under 6ter

* INNs of the World Health Organization

* Trademarks from participating national and regional offices

You can search those collections using keywords, names, numbers, goods
and services and image similarity and/or a combination of those.

Join free of charge webinars and/or read the User’s Guide to find out more
about how to use the Global Brand Database.

Access the Global Brand Database



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Famous appellations of origin can be found in the WIPO Magazine article from December 2008. Examples include: Prosciutto di Parma or Parma ham, ham produced in the province of Parma – in the Emilia-Romagna region of north-central Italy – using exclusively pigs from that area; tequila from Mexico; and feta cheese from Greece. Source: Famous Appellations of Origin (wipo.int)

The Lisbon System allows for the International Registration of Appellations of Origin (AOs) and Geographical Indications (GIs), offering protection in 41 Contracting Parties, covering up to 71 countries, through a single registration procedure and one set of fees. Source: Lisbon – The International System of Geographical Indications (wipo.int)

A geographical indication (GI) is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin. In order to function as a GI, a sign must identify a product as originating in a given place. Source: Geographical Indications: What do they specify? (wipo.int) 

Examples of geographical indications (which include appellations of origin): Roquefort (blue cheese made in a region in southwest France, around the municipality of Roquefort-sur-Soulzon); SWISS or Swiss Made watches. Source: Geographical Indications - An Introduction (wipo.int)

https://www.wipo.int/reference/en/branddb/

Legal and pro se assistance



Intellectual Property Identifier

I ntel |eCtU a I D rO De rty (l P) m PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE «  About Us  Careers
|dentifier

e, |P Identifier: Learn to
@ identify and protect your
intellectual property

* Questions guide users to identify
which types of IP they may have.

» Users are provided with additional
relevant IP information and

resources.
|9 Welcome

Basic IP Identifier
Advanced IP Identifier

Tips for managing your IP assets


https://ipidentifier.uspto.gov/#/identifier/welcome

Intellectual property basics

Inventor and
entrepreneur
resources

« Patent, trademark,
and copyright basics.

« Search patents and
trademarks.

 Find resources near
you.

Get started

Learn about types of intellectual
property (IP) and how to protect your
idea or product.

> Types of IP protection

> Identify the kind of IP you have
> Patents basics

> Trademark basics

> Copyright basics

Before you apply

Search existing patents and
trademarks to find out if your idea is
unique. If it is, create an account.

> Search patents

> Search trademarks

> Create an account to apply
> Attend a free training

Get help to apply

Set yourself up for success by learning
via USPTQ's free resources and find
expert help.

> Access our free services
> Find resources near you

> Find a patent attorney

> Dol need a trademark attorney?

Apply for IP rights

Submit your application for a patent or
trademark. See if you qualify for
reduced patent fees.

> Apply for a patent

> Apply for a trademark
> Costs to file

> Reduced patent fees


https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/inventors-entrepreneurs-resources

Free services

* Application assistance
* Business resources
* Education and training

LINKS SEARCH

Access our free services

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) offers a wide range of intellectual property (IP)
resources, including application assistance, ecducation and training, and other services that support the full
spectrum of customers—from independent patent and trademark filers, to attorneys and business advisors in
both the private and public sectors. Learn more about what USPTO is doing to expand participation in the
innovation ecosystem through inclusive innovation, including our Council for Inclusive Innovation (CI?).

Using the icons below, select a category to filter the list by your area of interest.

-
LLL

All Resources Patents Trademarks  Attorneys and
Business
Advisors




Pro bono versus pro se assistance

Pro bono Pro se

* Pro bono publico - Latin  Latin phrase meaning “for
phrase meaning “for the oneself, on one’s own
public good.” behalf”

 Professional work or legal < Individuals who represent
services donated for the themselves in any type of
public good. legal matter without a

\ legal representative.

K



.
Patent Pro Bono Program

How to Apply for Patent Pro Bono Assistance & Coverage of Patent Pro

In general, requirements for admission are: | sonoprogram

* Income: Your gross household income
should be less than three times the
federal poverty level guidelines.

* Knowledge: You must demonstrate
knowledge of the patent system by
having a provisional application
already on file with the USPTO or k
successful completion of the CertifiCate | 4o 8 5ims som e 8 s
tra|n | ng course. O Idsho Patent Pro Bono = :::a;:;ccountants and Lawyersfor B New York Tri State Pragram

B California Inventors Assistance O Louisiana Invents B Delaware Program
° Program
o I nventlo n: YO u m u St b e a b | e tO B ProBoPat B Chicago-Kent Patent Hub O Federal Circuit Bar Assn.
. . O Arizona Public Patent Program B PatentConnec t O Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers for the
describe the particular features of the
B LegalCORPS @ Ohio Invents B Tennessee PATENTS

i nven t i on an d h ow it WO rks . B Georgia PATENTS B Pro Bono Patent Project B BBVLP Patent Program

O Patent Pro Bono FL



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Each regional program may have different requirements. 
The new Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB) Pro Bono program has similar requirements for independent inventors: more information at https://www.uspto.gov/patents/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/patent-trial-and-appeal-board-pro-bono-program-independent 


Law School Clinic Program

« Over 60 participating law
schools that provide patent
and/or trademark pro bono
assistance.

* Law school clinics may serve all of
the U.S., individual states, or a
cluster of states.

 Each clinic should be contacted
directly if requesting legal
services or making inquiries.

Law School Clinic Certification Program

The L.
services pro bono to the public, including to inventors, entrepreneurs, and small businesses. Participating law

w School Clinic Certification Program includes over 60 participating law school clinics that provide legal

school clinics provide patent and/or trademark legal services to qualified members of the public wheo are
accepted as a client of a clinic. Each participating law school has requirements for accepting new clients and
accepts new clients at their discretion.

Expand all | Collapse all

v Get help from a law school clinic

Students enrolled in participating law schoal clinic certification programs practice intellectual property
law before the USPTO under the strict guidance of a law school faculty clinic supervisor. Students
practice both patent and trademark law before the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTQ).

The Office of Enrollment and Discipline administers the program; the Director of the Office of Enrollment
and Discipline grants the law students limited recognition to practice before the USPTO.

Students gain experience drafting and filing either patent applications or trademark applications for
clients of the law school clinic. Further, as they are authorized to practice before the USFTO, they gain

experience answering office actions and communicating with either patent examiners or trademark
examining attorneys for the applications they have filed.
To get help, contact a participating law school clinic through their email address provided below.

Participating law schools

The following law schools participate in the USPTO Law School Clinic Certification Program. Please
contact the school at the listed e-mail address to make general inquiries or request legal services.

**Acceptance as a client is
subject to the law school's
requirements and discretion

Participating E-mail address 1P practice Geographic area™

law schools area (from which the
law school may
accept clients)

American ipclinic@wecl.american.edu £ Patents and District of
University, Trademarks Columbia,
Washington Maryland

College of Law and Virginia only




Registered patent practitioners

Do not recommend a specific
patent attorney or law firm as
that could be construed as
legal advice.

USPTO has a Register of Active
Patent Practitioners that
includes patent attorneys and
agents.

Search by name, firm, location,
and other categories.

First name

ccccccc

SSSSSSS

Exact match

Exact match

Exact match

Exact match

Exact match




Registered patent attorney/agent

« After an inventor has done preliminary
research, they are better prepared to
discuss their invention’s viability with
an attorney.

« The patent attorney/agent may choose
to conduct their own patentability
search.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Broadening your search—with a registered patent attorney/agent

Many inventors employ the services of registered patent attorneys or patent agents, though it is not a requirement.

Having done your preliminary research, you are better prepared to discuss your invention’s viability with an attorney.  
Plus, the attorney won’t have to spend time (and money) covering patenting basics, if you’ve used your library research time wisely.
The patent attorney/agent may choose to conduct his/her own patentability search.
A list of registered patent attorneys and agents is available on the USPTO web site.

*Image of Grant Corboy from the USPTO Patent Pro Bono Program, used with Grant Corboy’s permission (7/28/23)



USPTO resources for patent
applicants

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP)

Provides guidance pertaining to types of patent applications,
application requirements, patentability, etc.

Inventors Assistance Center

Pro Se Assistance Program

Both provide resources and guidance to applicants.

Patent Center

Tool used for filing a patent application online.


https://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/mpep/index.html
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/inventors-assistance-center-iac
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/basics/using-legal-services/pro-se-assistance-program
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/patent-center

USPTO resources for trademark
applicants

Trademark Manual of Examining Procedure (TMEP)

Provides guidance pertaining to trademark application
requirements.

Trademark Assistance Center

Provides resources and guidance to applicants.


https://tmep.uspto.gov/RDMS/TMEP/current
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/trademark-assistance-center

Resource links

. Patent and Trademark Resource Center (PTRC) Program: http://www.uspto.gov/ptrc

. Patent Public Search: https://www.uspto.gov/ - Find It Fast menu or
https://ppubs.uspto.gov/pubwebapp/static/pages/landing.html

. Patent Public Search monthly webinars: https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/patent-public-search

. “How to conduct a preliminary U.S. patent search: A step-by-step strategy”
https://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/prelim-patent-search/index.html

. Patent Public Search micro tutorials on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9BtHzl4w-
dnBiSi4fB6srNxg0OW3NHSIQ

. Inventor Search Assistant (beta): https://developer.uspto.gov/inventor-search

. European Patent Office’s Espacenet patent search: https://worldwide.espacenet.com/

. World Intellectual Property Patent Organization’s Patentscope patent search: https://www.wipo.int/patentscope

«  Trademark Electronic Search System: https://tmsearch.uspto.gov/

. World Intellectual Property Patent Organization’s Global Brand Database: https://www.wipo.int/branddb/en

. Intellectual Property (IP) Identifier: https://ipidentifieruspto.gov/



http://www.uspto.gov/ptrc
https://www.uspto.gov/
https://ppubs.uspto.gov/pubwebapp/static/pages/landing.html
https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/patent-public-search
https://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/prelim-patent-search/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9BtHzl4w-dnBiSi4fB6srNxq0W3NHSiQ
https://developer.uspto.gov/inventor-search
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/
https://www.wipo.int/patentscope
https://tmsearch.uspto.gov/
https://www.wipo.int/branddb/en
https://ipidentifier.uspto.gov/

Resource links continued

«  Inventor and entrepreneur resources: https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/inventors-entrepreneurs-
resources

. Free services: https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/access-our-free-services

. Patent Pro Bono Program: https://www.uspto.gov/patents/basics/using-legal-services/pro-bono/patent-pro-bono-
program

. Law School Clinic Certification Program: https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/ip-policy/public-
information-about-practitioners/law-school-clinic-1

. Register of Active Patent Practitioners: https://oedci.uspto.gov/OEDCI/practitionerSearchEntry

. Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP): https://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/mpep/index.html

. Inventors Assistance Center: https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/inventors-assistance-
center-iac

. Pro Se Assistance Program: https://www.uspto.gov/patents/basics/using-legal-services/pro-se-assistance-program

. Patent Center: https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/patent-center

. Trademark Manual of Examining Procedure (TMEP): https://tmep.uspto.gov/RDMS/TMEP/current

. Trademark Assistance Center: https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/trademark-assistance-
center



https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/inventors-entrepreneurs-resources
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/access-our-free-services
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/basics/using-legal-services/pro-bono/patent-pro-bono-program
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/ip-policy/public-information-about-practitioners/law-school-clinic-1
https://oedci.uspto.gov/OEDCI/practitionerSearchEntry
https://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/mpep/index.html
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/inventors-assistance-center-iac
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/basics/using-legal-services/pro-se-assistance-program
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/patent-center
https://tmep.uspto.gov/RDMS/TMEP/current
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/trademark-assistance-center

Questions?

Sara Butts and Spruce Fraser, Librarians

For inquiries about the PTRC Program or to request a
copy of these slides, please email PTRCP@uspto.gov

Patent and Trademark Resource Center Program

www.uspto.gov/ptrc



mailto:PTRCP@uspto.gov
http://www.uspto.gov/ptrc
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