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About the U.S. Census Bureau

The American Community Survey 



The Foundation

The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of 
survey design, continuous improvement, & data quality.

•The nation’s most current, reliable, & accessible data source for local stats on critical planning topics

•Surveys 3.5 million addresses & informs over $2.8 trillion of Federal government spending each year

•Covers 40+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based Federal government uses, & produces 11 
billion estimates each year

•Three key annual data releases:

•1-year Estimates (for large populations)

•1-year Supplemental Estimates (for small populations)

•5-year Estimates (for very small populations)

The American Community Survey 



History

The American 
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How is the American Community Survey Different from a Census?
The American Community Survey 

ACS Census

Purpose Sample estimates Official counts

Collects

Detailed social, economic, 
housing, & demographic 

characteristics
Basic demographics

Produces Population & housing 
characteristics

Population & housing totals

New Data Every Year 10 years

Data Reflect Period of time Point in time



How is the American Community Survey Different from a Census?
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Content Overview
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Selected Census Geographic Concepts

The American Community Survey 
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County of El Paso

STATE COUNTY CENSUS TRACT

BLOCK GROUP

Selected Census Geographic Concepts
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Data Products
The American Community Survey 

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html



Selected Ways to Access Data

The American 
Community Survey 

▪ QuickFacts

▪ My Congressional District

▪ My Tribal Area

▪ OnTheMap for Emergency Management 

▪ Census Business Builder

▪ TIGER/Line Shapefiles w/ Selected 

Demographic Data

▪ Application Programming Interface (API)

▪ data.census.gov

census.gov/data/data-tools.html



QuickFacts

The American 
Community Survey 

census.gov/quickfacts



My Congressional District
The American Community Survey 

census.gov/mycd



The American 
Community Survey

My Tribal Area

census.gov/tribal
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onthemap.ces.census.gov/em/

The American Community Survey

Hurricanes, Floods,
Winter Storms

Disaster Areas

Wildfires

Demographic & 
Economic  Data

On The Map for Emergency Management



census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html

Census Business Builder

The American Community Survey 



TIGER/Line Shapefiles w/ Selected Demographic Data
The American Community Survey 

census.gov/geo/maps-data/data/tiger-data.html



Application Programming 
Interface (API)

The American Community 
Survey

census.gov/developers



Explore Census Data
data.census.gov

The American 
Community Survey 



Description Types

• Offer a broad look at a 
community’s social, 
economic, housing, & 
demographic 
characteristics

• Generally include many 
different variables 

• Geography or population 
group is at the center

• Data Profiles (DP)  

• Comparison Profiles (CP)

• Selected Population 
Profiles (S0201)

The American 
Community Survey

Data Product Type: 
Profiles

census.gov/programs-
surveys/acs/guidance/which-data-

tool/table-ids-explained.html



Description Types

• A precise or detailed view 
of a subject 

• Subject matter is at the 
center of the table

• Detailed Tables (B or C)

• Supplemental Table (K20)

• Subject Tables (S)

• Ranking Tables (R)

• Geographic Comparison 
Tables (GCT)

The American 
Community Survey

Data Product Type: 
Tables

census.gov/programs-
surveys/acs/guidance/which-data-

tool/table-ids-explained.html



The American Community Survey

Table/Profile Numbering

• B=Data Product Type (Base Table)

• 06=Subject (Place of Birth)

• 004=Sequential Number (2 or 3 digits)

• B=Race/Hispanic Origin (Black/African American)

• PR=For Puerto Rico Geographies Only



The American Community Survey

Finding Data Examples

Commuting times by place within a state 

Income data for a congressional district

Median housing value for all counties in a state



Main Page

The American
Community Survey 

census.gov/acs



census.gov/acs/www/about/

why-we-ask-each-question

Why We Ask

The American Community Survey 



Data Tables & Tools

The American
Community Survey 

census.gov/acs/www/data/

data-tables-and-tools/



Comparison Guidance
The American Community Survey 

census.gov/programs-

surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data.html



The American Community Survey 

Comparison Guidance



What is the Margin of Error (MOE)?

The American Community Survey 

Definition: An MOE is a measure of the possible variation of the estimate around the population value

• At a given confidence level, the estimate & actual population value will differ by no more than the MOE

• 90% confidence level is the Census standard & ACS MOEs are provided in the same unit as the estimate

^

^

Wyoming

Estimate Margin of Error

Total : 583,200 *****

Male : 298,301 +/-673

Under 5 years 19,174 +/-346

5 to 9 years 20,796 +/-771

10 to 14 years 20,227 +/-740

15 to 17 years 11,677 +/-367

18 and 19 years 7,605 +/-364

Example: How many males under age 5 live in WY?

Lower bound = 19,174 - 346 = 18,828

Upper bound = 19,174 + 346 = 19,520

We are 90% confident the true number of males 

under age 5 in Wyoming falls between 18,828 & 

19,520



The American Community Survey 

Technical Documentation Page

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-

documentation.html



census.gov/glossary

The American Community 
Survey 

Glossary



The American Community Survey
Data Tell Stories. Tell us Yours!



The American Community Survey
Data Tell Stories. Tell us Yours!

census.gov/acs/www/share-your-story



acsdatacommunity.prb.org

• Purpose: 
• Improve understanding of the value & utility of ACS data. 

• Promote information sharing among data users about 
key ACS data issues & applications.

• Includes users group website & online community 

• ACS Data Users Conference

• Membership is free & open to all interested ACS 
data users

ACS Data Users Group



The American 
Community Survey 

Need Local Stats?

FREE Assistance Near You!
Our regional data staff can help you access local 

statistics from the ACS or offer training to help build 
your skills. 

Contact us at: 

844-ASK-DATA |  (844-275-2382)

census.askdata@census.gov



The American Community Survey
Continue the Conversation



Continue the Conversation

The American Community Survey 

Sign up for & manage alerts at 
https://public.govdelivery.com
/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new

Social media:
@uscensusbureau  #ACSdata

Census Customer Service Center
800.923.8282

Acso.users.support@census.gov
noelia.ana.moussignac@census.gov

More information online:
census.gov/acs

Source Us:
U.S. Census Bureau’s [YYYY – YYYY] American 
Community Survey 
[1/3/5]-year [estimates/statistics/data release]
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Questions



Thank You!

Noelia Ana Moussignac
Data Dissemination &Training Specialist  

noelia.ana.moussignac@census.gov


