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Data Dissemination and Training

• Bring our data experts to you.
Request a free data training for your 
organization.

• Receive our Data Gems.
These short “how-to” videos are an easy and 
quick way to increase your knowledge of Census 
data. Get them in your inbox! 

• Get access to our Courses.
You will learn-at-your-own-pace with these 
video-tutorials designed for different skill levels.  

• Interact with our instructors via Webinars.
Learn about our data releases and tools while 
attending  these live virtual classes. 

Contact us:
Census.askdata@census.gov

1-844-ASK-DATA

Census.gov/Academy

mailto:census.askdata@census.gov
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/courses.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html


Meet Your Instructor

Noemi Mendez has been employed by the 
Census Bureau for over 19 years. She 
specializes in working with non-profits, 
higher education, GIS users and businesses.

Currently, as a Data Dissemination Specialist, 
Noemi promotes the use of census data to 
anyone with an interest or a need to work 
with this valuable information.

Noemi is available for future complimentary 
presentations and hands-on data workshops 
upon request. 

Replace with 
your photo
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Objectives

• Learn about the Census Bureau and 
some of the types of data collected

• Distinguish between different levels of 
census geography

• Locate census geography and data using 
data tools 



Agenda

1. Census Bureau History and Data
2. Geography Overview
3. Data Tools Demo

a. TIGERweb
b. Data.Census.Gov
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“Data! Data! Data! I can’t make bricks without clay.” 



American Community Survey (ACS)

The ACS is an ongoing survey that provides vital information on a yearly basis
about our Nation and its people, with over 3.5 million households sampled

Some ways that ACS data is used:

• Nonprofits use ACS data to apply for grants

• Emergency planners use ACS data to determine estimates of the most 

vulnerable populations including seniors, young children and persons with 

disabilities

• Businesses use ACS data to help start or grow their businesses



American Community Survey (ACS)

• Annual sample size of 3.5 million addresses
• Content created to meet the needs of federal government 

agencies
• Data collected by mailed questionnaire, in person and online
• Geographic levels: Nation to Block Group
• Data is released in the fall  (1 year) and winter (5 year)
• Data is accessed via data tools on Census website



American Community Survey (ACS)

Demographic Data
• Age 
• Sex
• Disability
• Language Spoken at Home
• Education

Economic

• XXX

• XXX

• XXX

• XXX

• XXX



Economic Data
• Employment
• Occupation
• Work Commute
• Income
• Health Insurance

American Community Survey (ACS)

Housing Data
• Tenure
• Utilities
• Mortgage/Rent
• Occupancy
• Housing Value



Without geography there is no census.



Geography is Important

• Geography plays an important role in all U.S. Census Bureau activities by 
providing the framework used to collect and publish data, including the 
Decennial Census and the American Community Survey (ACS) estimates.

• The Census Bureau uses summary levels, representing a geographic level or 
type, for most of its data products.

• Some geography types have legal status and are not controlled by the Bureau, 
including counties, places (incorporated cities), legislative and school districts, 
etc. The Bureau is responsible for defining several others, such as census tracts, 
block groups, blocks, public use microdata areas, ZCTAs, etc.



Census Geographic Hierarchy
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Census Geographic Hierarchy

County > Tract > Block Group > Block

• 600 to 3,000 population
• 240 to 1,200 housing units

Blocks are not defined by 
population and are the smallest 
geographic level at which data are 
ever released  (Decennial Census, 
not the ACS)

• 1,200 to 8,000 population 
(optimum 4,000)

• 480 to 3,200 housing units



Summary Levels and Codes

There are two main types of identifiers that the Census Bureau uses for 
geographic areas: 

• Summary levels: represent a geographic type

• Geographic identifiers (GEOIDs): used to identify individual 
geographic areas





Summary Levels and Codes Cont.

Summary levels
• Range from State/Nation to Census Block
• State-County (summary level 050) is a County within a State
• Texas-Madison County

GEOID for Madison County, Texas is 48313
• Texas = 48
• Madison County = 313
• 48313



Area GEOID Structure Number of 
Digits

Example
GEO Area

Example 
GEOID

State STATE 2 Pennsylvania 42

County COUNTY 5 Philadelphia 42101

Tract STATE+COUNTY+
TRACT

11 Census Tract 1001 in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

42101001001

Block Group STATE+COUNTY+
TRACT+BLOCKGROUP

12 Block Group 2 Census Tract 
1001 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania

4210100100102

Block STATE+COUNTY+
TRACT+BLOCKGROUP
+BLOCK

15+ Block 2000 Block Group 4 
Census Tract 1001 in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

421011001022000



Data Tools: TIGERweb and Data.Census.Gov



Demographic Data
• Age 
• Sex
• Disability
• Language Spoken at Home
• Education

Economic

• XXX

• XXX

• XXX

• XXX

• XXX
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1-844-ASK-DATA

(275-3282)

@uscensusbureau
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