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PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE

The purpose of this website

We want to answer this question...
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Payroll line at a meat packing house, 19

What was the standard of living?

How much money did they have? What could it buy?
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Sharecroppers,

1939



TABLE 12.— Median wage and salary incomes

Male Female

Y ear

White Nonwhite White Nonwhite

All persons with wage or
salary income:

1030. .. e ceecceccccccana- $1,112 $460 $676 $246
 } 7 [ — 2, 367 1,27 1,209 432
IR 4, 308 2. 436 2, 240 1,019
1R R — 4, 560 2, 652 2, 364 1,055
IR ——— 4, 902 2, 844 2,422 1, 259
1 —— 8, 137 3,075 2, 537 1,276

Bource: U.8, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Achievements viewed in the context of difficult family finances

become especially meaningful
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PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE

How much more or less
affordable have things become?
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Source: 1972 Spiegel Christmas catalog
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Tuition at a public university in
1972-1973 cost $482, or about the
same as three typewriters.

$160 x 3 = $480

TABLE A2.--WEIGHTED AVERAGE UNDERGRADUATE CHARGES OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION,
ACADEMIC YEAR 1972-73

. na TUITION AN ‘QUIRED F
b si0 ot Smith Cm"o : TUITI D REQUIRED FEES
3 t,omaﬁc E‘B'Ct'ncl o = A PRIVATE ROOM
Au o) Ao 4 sssa— ST REGION AND STATE PUBLIC CONTROL CONTROL
M159-8 s OR OTHER AREA
= IN-STATE QUT-0OF-STATE PUBL IC
1) L) £3) (&) (5
AGGREGATE UsSes TCTAL eusse 11,252 $1,8G8 $472
“Eh ENGL‘“L ------ L B B B B B B B B N *?l l’t“? ;‘l ?E-‘ 5““
COMMECTIELY  .ivusiisninbotdns 46 1,678 242323 464
'ﬂ]HE LN I B B B D B B B B BN B B B B B B *Hl t'f‘.ﬁ F‘Et\] 531
Fﬂcgﬂr—klc:'l‘s L B B BB B B B B B B ‘bl Hzl E',I‘h tf?
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PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE

Basis and structure
of the website

How we organize 22,000 links...
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Libraries

University of Missouri

Prices and Wages by Decade: 1970-1979

Links to government documents and primary sources listing retail prices for products and services, as well as wages for common occupations.

Introduction 1600s-1700s ~ 1800s -~ 1900s -~ 2000s +

Wages in the United States, 1970-1979 Prices in the United States, 1970-1979
Jump down to WAGES ... Food Clothing Household items College Entertainment
by RACE and SEX o ) _
Communication Gasoline & energy Miscellaneous More._.
by STATE
by OCCUPATION

» Average refail prices of selected foods, 1965-1978

. Table shows average retail prices for various fruits and vegetables, corn flakes, canned peas,
WAGES - GENERAL SOURCES (all occupations and worker types) o ) _
frozen broccoli, chicken soup, baby food, eggs, margarine, grape jelly and more.

s Average annual wages and salaries across all industries - 1960-1974 » Retail food prices by city, 1963-1978
Source: Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1976 edition. Shows detailed food prices with breakouts for 20 American cities.

s Minimum wage set by federal law, 1938-2009 » Food price averages - Annual data, 1890-1970
Source: US Dept of Labor. Get downloadable data from FRED. One-page table shows 80 years of average retail prices for bread,

« Minimum wage set by state laws, 1968-2016 milk, eggs and other common food items. See p. 193 of this source
Source: U.S. Department of Labor. for explanation.

« Student jobs - Pay, 1977 » Beer, whiskey and wine prices - 1971 the Consumer Price Index
Shows what college students might earn for jobs in food service, child care, or as lifeguard, tutor, Shows U.S. average retail price of a six pack of beer, whiskey, e
gardener, and more. Source: Kiplinger Magazine's Changing Times, May 1977. bourbon and wine. Specifications on each drink is provided. Scroll
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Our links point to freely available
government documents and other
primary sources found in:

« HathiTrust digital library
 FRASER (Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis)
« Other:
o Google Books
o Internet Archive
o Chronicling America
®
O

70%
HathiTrust

Live government websites
More
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Some favorite
government sources we
use for page-level links:

Bulletins from federal and
state agencies:

o Depts of Labor

o Depts of Agriculture

o Depts of Education
Congressional Serial Set
Census publications
Statistical Abstracts




0 Home About~ Collections

Q. Search in This Text v
= Jump to Section v
fh Get This Item v
A Collections v
< Share —
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Permanent

Permanent link to this item

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/c I_I:I

kS e g Doesn’t say “permanent”

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/c I—|'_-]
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Home About~ Collections

Q Search in This Text v
= Jump to Section v
fh Get This Item v
A Collections v
< Share _ HathiTrust page-level links
fow t w P captured after 2021 are now permanent

Permanent link to this item

If Google digitized the volume.
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/c I_I:I

Link to this page

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/c |—D

Embed this item
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the State of New York. ... c.1
sess.69 v.3 1846.

[i] About this Item

646 page scans
Catalog Record
Text-Only View

Rights
Public Domain, Google-digitized.

~, Download v

( Search in This Text —

QI ®

[] Open results in a new window

= Jump to Section v

fh Get This Item v

ALBANY:

E. MACK, PRINTER TO THE SENATE.

1846.

Google

I I

QEK (B
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I RASE R ""Ez‘-" What are you looking for? n

DISCOVER ECONOMIC HISTORY | FEDERAL RESERVE

Explore = Browse « About Inside FRASER Blog i

Home > Browse by Title > Monthly Labor Review

TITLE:

Salaries in College and School Libraries, 1936-37 £RRRAGUSINE

aF f ) — . — s s
& Q ™M 14 [l + aos0 N » Salaries in College and School Libraries,
- 1936-37

DATE: April 1938

980 Monthly Labor Review—April 1938 S
: : . - A : ; : « Monthly Labor Review : April 1938, Vol.
In considering the increased spread in the distribution of earnings, Pl 14 ¢ VIAp 38,
it must be emphasized that there is a larger percentage at the relatively 6, No.
hicher income levels. This is especially marked in the case of males ——

RLtne Sioren, * United States. Bureau of Labor

Statistics

ressreLee

SALARIES IN COLLEGE AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES, _ |
193637 ‘ [ Download (pdf) ‘

IN COLLEGE and university libraries in 1936-37 the salaries of ‘
Jibrarians ranged from $1,615 to $10,000; of professional assistants '

from $600 to $5.250: and of subprofessional assistants from $480 to Share this page:
$1,800. In small colleges, for the year covered, salaries of librarians : . |
ranced from $900 to $5,400; of professional assistants from $660 to ‘ I | https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/6

$3.400; and of subprofessional assistants from $420 to $1,500. These
and other salaries in college and school libraries are reported in the

P M =t -1 1

TABLE OF CONTENTS
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PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE

Site usage
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PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE

Prices & Wages Views
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45 guides, 79849 views, 1 months

Name 2023-01

Prices and Wages by Decade 17133

Data Sets for Quantitative Research 982

Government Documents as Primary Sources 651 G ov D ocs
Missouri Historical Documents Browser 299 Li b G u i d es:
Government Documents by Type 150 Pa g eVi ew

Missouri Government 2 StatS,
Census Data 99 J a “ 2 02 3

Aerial Photographs 90

Columbia and Boone County Government Information

Government Information on Refugees




Page views on MU Library website:

2020-2022
Library web page Page views Share of views
Library home 1.2 million 14%
Databases gateway 0.4 million 5%
Prices and wages by decade 2.5 million 32%
All other pages combined 3.7 million 49%
TOTAL 7.8 million 100% Government Information draws
about one third of all page views
on our library website.
Data source: Google Analytics (Does not include catalog or database searches)
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PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE

What we know about our users
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price of silk per yard 0 1800

PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE

I | ed gog nl 1
85% of traffic to our site is referred by Google e |
olonial arm cal | 1 i
! Hlist of old do | he 1970
4 nint of han a
what was the cost of living in 1919
hat was the price « el rates for denver hot
Google Search I'm Feeling Lucky na ' year| — -
I m la & pay in the 1940
pay ra l il I 20
in th | the price of mustard in stor
| ik ham
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Most are mobile users

e Smitee s emiiemssa ey |
EI;'I| Libraries
I.Ll L niversiry ol S issamin

Mobile users: 51%

Trending up Desktop users: 46%
Trending down
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PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE

Home countries of website visitors

\ e
7% II I

XX

74%
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PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE

Strategies for finding
historic data in
government documents
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INDEX TO PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
1901-1925

By
MARY A. BRADLEY, Assistant Editor of Indexes
Assisted by
MABEL G. HUNT, In Charge of Indexing Section

Division of Publications, Oflice of Informatlion
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Docs librarians often want to start with agencies.

POP QUIZ!

Let’s test your knowledge of agencies...
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PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE

Match the agency to the data, 1950s-1970s

PRICE DATA A
* Average college tuition » Dept of Agriculture
* Average monthly rent » Dept of Energy
* Price of admission to movie theaters * Dept of Labor / BLS

Census Bureau
Dept of Health, Education & Welfare

@ University of Missouri

Price of gasoline

Cost to get a tooth filling



MEDICAL COSTS—RETAIL PRICES

No. 442. AVERAGE CoB8Ts OF SPECIFIED
Cities: 1958

[As of most recent month available in last quarter. Based on data collected primarily for calculation in Consumer
Price Index; see text, p. 320. Cost differences among cities may be due to variation in quality of service priced]

339

MEDICAL SERVICES, FOR SELECTED

——— = — —— =
HOSPITAL COSTS PER GENERAL
pay | private Private| Office | House | case! | tomy! | tomy !
ward | room | room visit visit
Atlanta._ ___ ... $11.25 | $13.50 | $16.50 | $4.17 | $7.75 |$155.83 [$150.00 | $79.17 $4.33
Baltimore. ... ... 14.25 15. 62 18.75 3.2 483 | 170.00 | 129.17 | 58.67 417
Boston___._.. e m e ———————a————— 22.25 | 25.38 | 28.38 3.43 514 | 138.17 | 170.83 | 65.83 4. 83
Chicago. - - e eceee 17.70 19.75 | 22.00 4,33 7.33 | 135.00 | 162. 50 | 83.33 5. 00
Cineinnati. ..o eeee aaa 1.76 | 15.62 | 18.88 3.33 5.67 | 104.67 | 150.00 | 67.50 8.67
Cleveland.... ... coeeecann 124.20 |327.42 | 3 32 67 4,17 6.33 | 152.50 | 137.50 | 74.17 5.33
Detrolt. . eee 18.31 | 20.31 | 24.31 4.00 6.17 | 112.00 | 154.17 71. 67 5. 68
Houston. . - ceaean 10. 50 13. 00 16. 50 3.17 7.14 | 150.83 | 175.00 | 69.29 5.00
Kansas City. e ooccccmceccceann 11.75 | 14.25 16.75 3.00 6.17 | 121.00 | 143.756 | 59.17 4.42
Los Angeles__ . ee.. 21.560 | 23.60 | 26.90 5.33 8.67 | 175.00 | 233.33 | 100.00 8.00
MinneapoliS. « v ceeeeeann 19.25 | 20.95| 23.25 3.17 6.00 | 114.17 | 164.20 | 52.00 4,33
New York. __ oo 18.00 | 20.60 | 25.80 3.83 4.83 | 174.50 | 187.50 | 89.17 5.33
Philadelphia. oo 13. 32 18.00 | 21.00 3.25 4.17 | 148.33 | 154.17 64.17 5.83
Pittsburgh._ o ae. 13.00 15.60 | 20.70 4.00 6.75 | 143.00 | 154.17 66. 67 5.00
Portland, Oreg. -« ceeeoceeeo . 18.19 | 20.44 | 22.12 4,00 7.00 | 136.67 | 175.00 | 79.17 5. B8
S8an Franeciseo. o oo oo oo 23.12 | 25.75 | 29.25 5. 00 7.83 | 163.57 | 208.33 | 95.83 8.00
Scranton._._._.... emme—cmrme————— 11.00 13.17 16. 67 3.00 4. 83 78. 50 | 166. 67 51.67 4.00
Beattle. ..o eeeeae 21.50 | 24.12 | 27.00 4. 50 7.00 | 159.17 | 191.67 | 73.33 6. 20
Bt. Louls_ .- e 13.25 14. 60 17. 40 3. 57 5.43 | 116.67 | 175.00 | 75.83 5.00
Washington, D. C. .o 16. 88 18.55 | 22.38 4 33 5.50 | 149.17 | 142.86 | 69.17 6.33

1 Excluding anesthetic and hospital care.

3 Includes electroencephalogram, basal metabolism examination, transfusion service,and other specified tes

1 Amalgam, one surface.

Bource: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

g
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Table 3.

Metropolitan Areas Used in City Worker's Family Budget, Autumn 19866—Continued

Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services for U.S. and 5 Benchmark 1/

Specification U. S. San
[tem Number 2/ Average 3/| New York Washington| Dallas | Chicago | Francisco
Reading and Recreation: Other Family Costs
Newspaper, monthly .
subscription , . ..., .. 53-810/811 (CPI) $ 2.71 $ 3/3.11 $ 2.92 $ 2.551|5 2.98 $ 3.07
Radio, .. . v o v v v 53-033/033A (CPI),
53-034,1 (CPI) 23,53 21,39 20.74 22.70 24, 44 24,66
Television set (color) .. |53-001 (CPI),
53-018 (CPI) 441, 37 455, 49 444, 77 436.21 | 441. 36 440,87
Phonograph, , ., ...,.. [953-082 (FB) 107.29 91,85 104, 88 117,87 | 103,29 129,28
TV repair (including
parts) .., ......... |53=-565 (FB) 60. 02 55.72 65. 27 59.01 58,27 67.34
Phonograph record., ..., |53-177 (FB-G) 4,04 3,74 4.11 3.77 3.99 4,17
Motion picture admission-
adult . . |53=612 (CPI) 1,32 1.64 1. 44 1.25 1.34 1, 88
Motinn nicture = A 1011 -
children , c e e e |B3-613 (CPI) 50 .66 I . B9 . 50 . b5 . 50
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ity worker’s family budget

PRICING, PROCEDURES,
SPECIFICATIONS, AND
AVERAGE PRICES

Autumn 1966-Bulletin No. 1570-3

J S DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

BUREAU OF LABOR S




Round 2

Let’s go back a hundred years...
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PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE
Match the agency to the data, 1850s-1880s

PRICE DATA AGENCY

Price of land Dept of Interior

Census Bureau
Dept of State
Dept of Agriculture

Price of opium

Teacher wages

Female domestic servant wages

Congressional
Committee on Finance

@ University of Missouri

Price of men’s heavy boots



REPORT ON THE AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES

OF

NECESSARIES OF LIFE

THE UNITED STATES,
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PRICES AND WAGES BY DECADE

You may not really need to know
all of these historic agencies.

Here’s how I often
approach the most
challenging reference
questions...
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< C 0O @ books.google.com/advanced_book_search

GO ( ngt:‘ books Advanced Book Search

with all of the words

Find results

with at least one of the words

I |
with the exact phrase | |
| |
without the words | |

Search: ® All books O Limited preview and full view O Full view only ) Google eBooks only

Content: ® All content O Books () Magazines O Newspapers

Language Retumn pages written in |E|n1.r language v |

Title Return books with the title | |

e.g. Books and Culture

Author Return books written by |

e.g. Hamilton Mabie or "Hamilton Wright Mabie"
Publisher Retumn books published by |e.g. OReily |
Subject Return books on subject | |

e.g. Medieval History or "Medieval History™

()] i wii
Publication Date ® Return content published anytime |

) Return content published between ~ H |ar1d| ~ H

e.g. 1999 and 2000, or Jan 1999 and Dec 2000

ISBN Retum books with the ISBN |e.g. 3060930314 |

ISSN Retumn serials with the ISSN |e.g. J1617570 |

@ University of Missouri




libraryguides.missouri.edu/pricesandwages

Site tour
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Wages and prices —
are major factors in: -

* Social history

v CErmedTH SeasRil O

Cultural history
Environmental history
Political history

More




To all libraries that
uploaded content...

University of lllinois @&®
Urbana-Champaign

New York Public Library @
Cornell University @
Harvard University
University of California
University of Minnesota
University of Michigan
Ohio State University

AND MANY MORE
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Image credits:

Slide 4: Line waiting for pay in an Indianapolis meat packing house. Aug. 1908. Wit. E.N. Clopper. Location:
Indianapolis. Source: Library of Congress.

Slide 5: Evicted sharecroppers along Highway 60, New Madrid County, Missouri. Source: Library of Congress

Slide 8, 9: Smith Corona automatic typewriter, Spiegel catalog, 1972, p. 154.

Slide 21: Ellis Library, Columbia. Source: University of Missouri.
Slides 13 and 35: BLS Bulletin shelves. Photo credit: M. Concannon

Slides 26 and 39: Man in front of grocery store, Elkins, West Virginia, 1939. Source: Library of Congress.

Slides 28-30: USDA and Dept of Education documents. Photo credit: C. Hutinett

Slide 42: Interior of bank, Creedmore, North Carolina, 1940. Source: Library of Congress.
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https://www.loc.gov/resource/nclc.04462/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017724205/
https://archive.org/details/spiegel-christmas-1972/page/154/mode/1up
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017718073/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017779518/
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