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Historical Background

• 1946-2000 Western Hemisphere 
Institute for Security Cooperation 
(WHINSEC)/ School of the Americas 
at Fort Benning, GA.

• Institution controversial because its 
alums included controversial 
political and military figures such 
as Argentina’s Leopoldo Galtieri
and Panama’s Manuel Noriega and 
Omar Torrijos.

• Human rights violations by these 
individuals and others were a key 
reason contributing to this 
institution’s closure.



William J. Perry 1927-

• Born in Vandergrift, PA Oct. 11, 
1927.

• B.S. 1949 & M.A.-1950-from 
Stanford

• Ph.D 1957 in mathematics from 
Penn State.

• Director-Sylvania/GTE Electronic 
Defense Laboratories in California 
1954-1964

• Director ESL Electronics (founded 
1964-1977)



More Perry biography

• 1977-1981 Undersecretary of 
Defense for Research & 
Engineering handling weapons 
systems procurement research & 
development including 
introducing stealth technology.

• 1981-1993 Banking and high 
tech firms in San Francisco area.

• 1993-1994 Deputy Secretary of 
Defense

• Secretary of Defense 1994-1997.

• Served on various academic and 
governmental advisory boards 
addressing national and 
international security subjects 
since.



Perry Center Origins & Evoluation

• Originated in 1995 at Williamsburg, VA 
Defense Ministerial of Americas involving 
most North, Central, and South American 
Ministers of Defense.

• Perry convened this meeting for 
hemispheric discussion of mutual defense 
and security matters.

• Sept. 17, 1997-Center for Hemispheric & 
Defense Studies opens.

• April 2, 2013-Becomes known as William 
Perry Center for Hemispheric  Defense 
Studies-Located at Washington, DC’s 
National Defense University (NDU)

• Educates policymakers, practitioners, and 
academics from throughout the Americas 
in the security and defense sectors to 
maintain the Americas a zone of peace. 
Over 12,000 students have passed 
through these doors, many of whom have 
gone on to lead the most prestigious 
defense and security institutions in their 
respective countries as ministers, senior 
policymakers, and military commanders. 
Perry Center graduates and partner 
institutions have developed and 
implemented national-level security 
strategies, promoted policies to 
institutionalize respect for human rights, 
and authored academic research that 
informs public policy decisions. 



Academics
• Offers 6-10 courses annually on topics such as 

cybersecurity, human rights, & rule of law.
Eligibility Requirements:
CIVILIAN CANDIDATES
The majority of civilian candidates are identified in 
partnership with the ministries of the host-nation’s 
government, including the police and security 
forces. Government and non-government civilian 
candidates may also apply directly to the Perry 
Center.
MILITARY CANDIDATES
All military participants are selected by the US 
Security Cooperation Office (SCO) / US Military 
Liaison Office (MLO) in partnership with the host-
nation’s Ministry of Defense. Military candidates 
must submit their application through these 
channels. The preferred rank for resident courses is 
Lieutenant Colonel/Commander (O5) or 
Colonel/Captain (O6). US military officers or their 
training office should contact the Perry Center 
Registrar office directly.

• PERRY CENTER ALUMNI (CIVILIAN AND 
MILITARY)

• Graduates of Perry Center resident courses 
must wait a minimum of eighteen (18) 
months to apply to a new course. Example: if 
you graduated from a resident course that 
began in October 2016 you may apply to a 
resident course that begins in April 2018 or 
later.

• Graduates of Perry Center resident courses 
are eligible to apply to the Strategy and 
Defense Policy (SDP) or Caribbean Defense 
and Security (CDSC) courses. Graduates of 
previous DPRM, SDPe, SDPm, and SDP 
courses are INELIGIBLE to apply to upcoming 
SDP courses.



EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS
All candidates must possess a university degree or equivalent 
practical experience. Military and police personnel must have 
completed a command and staff course or equivalent. 
Exceptions are evaluated on a case-by-case basis. Please make 
sure to review specific course pages for any additional 
requirements, educational or otherwise.

LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS
Resident courses are conducted in either Spanish or English, 
with no interpretation. Participants in all specialized courses 
conducted in Spanish must also be capable of reading and 
analyzing graduate-level English. Except for courses entirely in 
English, English writing and speaking skills are not required. 
During the application process for certain courses you are 
required to submit current (within five years) test results from 
an English reading proficiency test (TOEFL, TOEIC, ECL, etc.) or 
an explanation of how you acquired your English reading skills. 
Courses requiring English skills are identified in the course 
description.



SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION
All supporting documents must be submitted simultaneously via e-mail. The 
subject line should be your last name, country, and the acronym for the course 
to which you are applying. (e.g. Subject: Martínez – Mexico – SDP 2019)

DOCUMENTS AND ATTACHMENTS
A complete application consists of:

Application form
Curriculum vitae (not to exceed four pages)
Letter of recommendation from supervisor
Second letter of recommendation
Up to two additional letters of recommendation (optional)
Documentation of English-reading proficiency (when required)…

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Two letters of recommendation are mandatory for all courses. One letter must 
be from your supervisor/chain of command and specifically indicate, should 
you be selected to participate, what you would be contributing to the course, 
and what benefits you and/or your organization would derive from your 
attendance. The second letter should address the same points. All letters must 
be addressed between 60 days of applying. Individuals who are independent 
contractors or sole proprietors must still submit two letters of 
recommendation. 



SCHOLARSHIPS
The Perry Center grants full scholarships to individuals selected 
to attend resident courses in Washington, DC. Scholarships 
include round-trip airfare, lodging for the duration of the 
course, and all meals (combination of contracted meals and per 
diem payments). There is no cost (tuition) to attend the course 
itself. While the current fiscal environment has significantly 
reduced the overall number of scholarships available, the Perry 
Center remains dedicated to providing opportunities equitably 
to a diverse audience. Scholarships are not available for certain 
courses such as the Washington Security and Defense Seminar 
(WSDS).



Specific Perry Center Courses















Resident Courses







Regional Governance Seminars





Hemispheric Forums (Webcast programs)





Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen M. Nielsen has identified MS-13 as the 
first gang dangerous enough to be classified as a transnational criminal organization. Yet the 
gang’s history, evolution from a localized violent gang to brutal transnational structure driving 
massive immigration flows to the United States while shredding the social fabric, democratic 
institutions and rule of law in Central America’s Northern Triangle is little understood. The 
growing territorial control, ties to drug trafficking and multiple criminal activities, increasing 
military sophistication and growing political ambitions have transformed the MS-13 into a de 
facto state in much of the region despite millions of dollars spent on multiple failed strategies 
to combat the group. The impact of the gang’s growing strength has significant harmful 
spillover effects across the region, through Mexico and inside the United States. The Forum 
will focus on the transformation of the MS-13 and its growing criminal/political/economic 
force.

This event is open to the public; simultaneous English-Spanish interpretation will be provided.











Library (including publications & videos) SuDoc stems for Perry 
Center Publications. (D 5.419/2)



Publication Categories













Soldiers from Brazilian Army 4th Military Region clean & disinfect municipal market in 
Belo Horizonte, Brazil-August 2020











































Benefits of Perry Center Resources

• Learn how scholars and emerging 
policymakers are addressing Latin 
American and Caribbean security 
matters.

• Gain enhanced awareness of how 
security topics in these regions can 
affect U.S. national security interests.

• Learn how Latin American and 
Caribbean security topics can impact 
U.S. federal, state, and local 
government policymaking and 
security within individual 
communities.

• Gain increasing understanding of how 
Latin American and Caribbean security 
developments can affect our lives in 
areas such as public health, criminal 
justice, personal physical safety, 
immigration, drug abuse, local, state, 
and national government finance etc.

• Gain enhanced understanding of how 
Caribbean’s and Latin Americans view 
security subjects confronting them.

• Learn how countries such as China, 
Iran, & Russia are seeking to advance 
their strategic interests in this area.


