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53.4% 66.8%

2018 2020

Voter Turnout in U.S. Elections
(Percentage of Voting Eligible Population)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



Nearly half of the voting eligible population did not vote in the last midterm election

One-third of the voting eligible population did not vote in the last general election

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



51.4% 76.0%

18-24 years old 65-74 years old

Voter Turnout in 2020 U.S. Elections
(Percentage of Voting Eligible Population)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



27.2% 74.0%

Less Than High School Advanced Degree

Voter Turnout in 2018 U.S. Elections
(Percentage of Voting Eligible Population)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



63.6% 81.0%

$30-40k Income $100-150k Income

Voter Turnout in 2020 U.S. Elections
(Percentage of Voting Eligible Population)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



27.7% 23.9%

DMV Mailed Form or Internet/Online

Method of Registration

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

County/Government Office

14.2%
School / Hospital / Campus 2.9 %
Registration Drive 2.7 %



17.6% 14.5%

Not Interested Did Not Like Candidates/Issues

Reason for Not Voting, 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Too Busy

13.0%
Registration Problems 4.9%
Forgot to Vote 3.7%
Inconvenient Polling Places 2.6%
Transportation Problems 2.4%



14.3% 26.9%

2016 2018

Reason for Not Voting: Too Busy

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

2020

13.0%



OUTLINE

NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY - SEPT 20TH

GODORT VOTING & ELECTION TOOLKITS

FEDERAL GOV RESOURCES ON THE TOOLKITS

AUDIENCE-SPECIFIC OUTREACH EFFORTS

“DEMOCRACY DAWGS” - UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

NEED

MISSION & ORIGIN

EVENTS & EFFORTS



NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY

September 20th, 2022

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/

Nearly 4.7 million voters have registered to vote on this day in the past decade

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/


NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY



GODORT - VOTING & ELECTION TOOLKITS



GODORT.LIBGUIDES.COM/VOTINGTOOLKIT

STATE-BY-STATE TABS

NATIONAL LEVEL 
RESOURCES



USA.GOV/VOTING



VOTE.GOV



USA.GOV/VOTING



FVAP.GOV



VOTERIDERS.ORG



VOTEBYMAILINJAIL.ORG



VOT-ER.ORG



DEMOCRACY DAWGS - UNIV OF WASHINGTON



DEMOCRACY DAWGS - THE COALITION

● UW Libraries

● Ethnic Cultural Center (ECC)

● Community Engagement & Leadership Education (CELE) 

Center

● King County Elections (non-UW group)

● WASHPIRG (Student group)

● Washington Bus (non-UW group)



DEMOCRACY DAWGS -
2020 EVENTS, OUTREACH, & RESOURCES

● Debate Watch Parties

● Student Engagement Hubs

● Athletics & Greek Life

● Social Media Campaign

● Campus-wide Communications

● LibGuide!



DEMOCRACY DAWGS - LONG TERM GOALS

● Voter engagement efforts are institutionalized throughout campus.

● Increase voter registration and voting rates each year, until they are at 

95% and 90%, respectively.

● Democracy Dawgs is an established and well-known coalition across 

campus serving as a hub of voter and democratic engagement efforts. 

● Encourage students to engage in civics in other ways besides just 

through voting (i.e.

lobbying, letters to representatives, etc.) 



DEMOCRACY DAWGS - UNIV OF WASHINGTON

UW administrative units: 
● Athletics 
● Ethnic Cultural Center, Office of Minority 

Affairs & Diversity 
● First Year Programs 
● Libraries 
● Office of Regional & Community Relations
● Office of the Ombud
● Student Life
● Undergraduate Academic Affairs
● UW Impact

Student organizations: 
● ASUW, Office of Government Relations
● Washington Public Interest Research Group 

(WashPIRG)

UW academic departments (faculty 

representatives): 

● Anthropology

● Applied Math

● Aquatic and Fishery Sciences

● Evans School of Public Policy & Governance

● Health Metrics, Global Health, Computer 

Science & Engineering

● Honors Program

● Law School

Community organizations/agencies: 

● King County Elections

● Washington Bus



In the 2020 election, 66 percent of college students who were registered to vote cast their ballots 

— an increase of 14 percentage points over the 2016 presidential election. Similarly, 

in the 2018 midterms, college student voter turnout doubled from 19 percent in 2014 to 40 

percent.

What happened? … (S)ome of the increase is likely due to get-out-the-vote initiatives 

conducted in colleges across the country. Stronger student turnout strengthens 

democracy and increases the likelihood that policymakers will pay attention to 

issues important to students, like student debt.

https://tufts.app.box.com/v/idhe-democracy-counts-2018
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/02/here-are-the-issues-that-matter-to-young-voters-in-the-2020-election.html
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Kian Flynn
University of Washington Libraries
Geography & Global Studies Librarian
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