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Statistics at the US Department of Education (ED)
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• From its founding in 1867, ED 
has been commissioned to 
collect “statistics to show the 
condition and progress of 
education.” - (P.L. 39-158)

• Since 2002, that mandate has 
been carried out primarily 
within the Institute of 
Education Sciences, specifically 
its National Center of 
Education Statistics. - (P.L. 107-279)

https://nces.ed.gov/

https://nces.ed.gov/


National Center of Educational Statistics (NCES)
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Currently NCES has staff working in 
58 programs that generate a variety 
of data, including:

• National assessments 

• National surveys on early childhood, 
elementary, secondary, & postsecondary 
education

• The U.S. component to international 
education surveys; 

• Programs that synthesize data from the 
other programs 

https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/

https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/


National Center of Educational Statistics (NCES)
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Most of these programs have 
their own subsites within the 
NCES website that:

• describe the program 
• offer an array of products & 

publications  
• provide updates on new data 

offerings 
• list staff contacts



National Center of Educational Statistics (NCES)
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NCES Programs

• over 3500 data products and publications for download

• going back to February 1980 

• available at the NCES Publications & Products page

https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/

https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/


National Center of Educational Statistics (NCES)
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NCES offers access to the data it 
collects to the public at a variety of 
levels

• raw data files

• public use tools that access restricted use 
data—but with firewalls to protect the 
privacy of individuals

• restricted use data files. 

Restricted use data 

• have the most detail in the data

• typically include student-, parent-, or 
education staff-level data

• only available to qualified researchers 
through a license agreement (i.e., 
contract) between the researcher, the 
researcher’s institution, and IES. 

https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/licenses.asp

https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/licenses.asp


Other ED Offices with Statistics
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• The Office of Special 
Education Program’s IDEA
Section 618 Data Collection

• The Office of Civil Rights’ 
Civil Rights Data Collection

• The Office of Federal Student 
Aid’s Data Center



Inclusive NCES Statistical Sources



Fast Facts

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/

• source for frequently-asked-for 
statistics on a range of educational 
issues

• organized by topics within 
educational level, from early 
childhood to adult 

• provides links to additional data 
source(s) at ED and at other 
federal government websites

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/


Fast Facts

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/


Fast Facts

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/


Fast Facts

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=667

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=667


Fast Facts

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=667/

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/


Fast Facts

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=667

https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=667


Condition of Education

• general education statistics source 

• offers statistics in various figures 
(bar graphs, maps, etc.)

• provides links to other statistical 
sources

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/


Condition of Education

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/


Condition of Education

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/


Condition of Education

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/ataglance

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/ataglance


Condition of Education

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/ataglance

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/ataglance
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Condition of Education

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/


Condition of Education

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs


Digest of Education Statistics

• database of 784 statistical 
tables

• draws data from all NCES 
programs, other ED offices, 
and other governmental 
sources

• latest version updates tables 
regularly as new data is 
made available

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/


Digest of Education Statistics

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/current_tables.asp

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/current_tables.asp


Digest of Education Statistics
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https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/current_tables.asp


Digest of Education Statistics

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/current_tables.asp

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/current_tables.asp


Digest of Education Statistics

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d20/tables/dt20_604.10.asp?current=yes

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d20/tables/dt20_604.10.asp?current=yes


Digest of Education Statistics

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d20/tables/dt20_604.10.asp?current=yes

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d20/tables/dt20_604.10.asp?current=yes


Digest of Education Statistics

https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/piaac/

https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/piaac/


Digest of Education Statistics

https://www.oecd.org/skills/piaac/

https://www.oecd.org/skills/piaac/


NCES Comprehensive Databases



IPEDS

• comprehensive database of 
information on 6440 higher 
education institutions

• includes data on programs and 
awards, admissions and test 
scores, enrollments and 
completions, staff, finances & 
academic libraries

• allows search for individual 
institutions and provides static  
tables and a tool for generating 
tables based on selected variables

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/


36https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data


37https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/InstitutionByName.aspx?goToReportId=1

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/InstitutionByName.aspx?goToReportId=1


38https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/InstitutionByGroup.aspx

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/InstitutionByGroup.aspx


39https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/InstitutionList.aspx

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/InstitutionList.aspx


40https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/mastervariablelist.aspx?stepId=2

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/mastervariablelist.aspx?stepId=2


41https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/SelectVariables.aspx?stepId=2

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/SelectVariables.aspx?stepId=2


IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/SelectVariables.aspx?stepId=2

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/SelectVariables.aspx?stepId=2


43https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/SelectVariables.aspx?stepId=2

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/SelectVariables.aspx?stepId=2


44https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/MasterVariableList.aspx?cFrom=ADDVARIABLE

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/MasterVariableList.aspx?cFrom=ADDVARIABLE


45https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/Data.aspx

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/Data.aspx


46https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/Data.aspx

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/Data.aspx


47https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/Data.aspx

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/Data.aspx


48https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/contact-us

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/contact-us
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https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/

ElSi

• comprehensive database 
with statistics on U.S. 
public and private schools, 
PK-12

• Offers individual school 
and district look-up, static 
tables on frequently-
requested statistics, and a 
Table Generator for 
tailoring statistical tables

https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/
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https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/tableGenerator.aspx

ElSi

https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/tableGenerator.aspx
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https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/tableGenerator.aspx

IPEDS

https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/tableGenerator.aspx


52https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/tableGenerator.aspx

ElSi

https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/tableGenerator.aspx


53https://nces.ed.gov/staff/survdetl.asp?surveyid=002 / https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/aboutccd.asp

ElSi

https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/aboutccd.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/staff/survdetl.asp?surveyid=002
https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/aboutccd.asp


Other ED Offices with Statistics



IDEA Section 618 Data Collection

• the Office of Special Education 
Program’s data collection 
mandated by the Individuals with 
Disabilities Act, Section 618

• state level statistics on students 
with disabilities, ages 3-21, served  
under IDEA, disaggregated by 
disability type, age, race/ethnicity, 
and educational environment 

• offers access to static tables and 
full data in CSV files

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/index.html

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/index.html


56https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/index.html

IDEA Section 618 Data Collection

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/index.html


IDEA Section 618 Data Collection

57https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/index.html

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/index.html


58https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-b-count-environ-table3/resources

IDEA Section 618 Data Collection

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-b-count-environ-table3/resources


59https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-b-count-environ-table3/resources

IDEA Section 618 Data Collection

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-b-count-environ-table3/resources


60https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/state-level-data-files/index.html

IDEA Section 618 Data Collection

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/state-level-data-files/index.html


61https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources

IDEA Section 618 Data Collection

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources


Civil Rights Data Collection

• Office of Civil Right’s (OCR) 
broad collection on elementary 
and secondary education in the 
U.S.

• supports OCR’s mandate to 
enforce civil rights laws and 
protect students and staff from a 
variety of forms of discrimination

• includes data on student 
enrollment, educational programs 
and services, school crime and 
school discipline by school and 
local educational authority 
(district)

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/


63https://ocrdata.ed.gov/

Civil Rights Data Collection

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/


64https://ocrdata.ed.gov/estimations/2017-2018

Civil Rights Data Collection

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/estimations/2017-2018


65https://ocrdata.ed.gov/estimations/2017-2018

Civil Rights Data Collection

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/estimations/2017-2018


66https://ocrdata.ed.gov/estimations/2017-2018

Civil Rights Data Collection

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/estimations/2017-2018


67https://ocrdata.ed.gov/resources/downloaddatafile

Civil Rights Data Collection

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/resources/downloaddatafile


Office of Federal Student Aid Data Center

• provides data on current 
federal student aid 
programs and on 
participating institutions 
(schools, guaranty 
agencies)

• statistics distributed 
across three sections: 
Student Aid Data, School 
Data, and Federal Family 
Education Loan (FFEL) 
Program Lender & 
Guaranty Agency Reports

https://studentaid.gov/data-center

https://studentaid.gov/data-center


69https://studentaid.gov/data-center/student

FSA Data Center

https://studentaid.gov/data-center/student


70https://studentaid.gov/data-center/student/title-iv

FSA Data Center

https://studentaid.gov/data-center/student/title-iv


71https://studentaid.gov/data-center/student/title-iv

FSA Data Center

https://studentaid.gov/data-center/student/title-iv


72https://studentaid.gov/data-center/school

FSA Data Center

https://studentaid.gov/data-center/school


73https://studentaid.gov/data-center/student/default

FSA Data Center



74https://studentaid.gov/data-center/lender-guaranty

FSA Data Center

https://studentaid.gov/data-center/lender-guaranty


75https://data.ed.gov/organization/fsa

FSA Data Center

https://data.ed.gov/organization/fsa


76https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/npsas/index.asp

National Postsecondary Student Aid Study

• nationally representative cross-sectional study of undergraduate and graduate 
students enrolled in postsecondary education, conducted every four years

• survey focus is on how students in higher education finance their education

https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/npsas/index.asp
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Contact Us 

National Library of Education

202-205-5015

AskaLibrarian@ed.gov



Questions?


