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Overview
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The National Archives and Records Administration 

(NARA) houses the historical, non-current records of 

the U.S. (federal) government.

About 2–5% of records created are deemed permanent 

(~12.5 billion pages plus electronic records).

Includes records from each branch of government:

• Executive (e.g., Bureau of Indian Affairs)

• Judicial (Federal court system, U.S. Supreme Court)

• Legislative (U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives)
National Archives Building in Washington, DC (Archives 1) 

Research Room Entrance – 700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
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Records Arrangement

NARA records are arranged by the federal agency or court that created them.

Records are divided into numbered record groups (usually one per agency/office) and then into 

numbered entries or series (usually reflective of a particular activity or function of the agency/office).

Example:

• Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) records are found in Record Group 85.

• Record Group 85 includes the series, “Subject and Policy Files, 1906–1957” (Entry A1 9).

• The Subject and Policy Files are arranged numerically by file number.

Record group and series numbers can be obtained from the National Archives Catalog, from finding 

aids on site, or by writing to our staff.

https://catalog.archives.gov/
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Essential questions to ask when. . .

• Researching an individual:

• What was the person’s relationship to the federal government?

• How (and when) did they interact with a federal agency or court?

• Researching an event:

• When did the event occur?

• Which federal agency or court would have had jurisdiction or otherwise been involved?

• Researching a place:

• Was the place ever part of the federal public domain?

• Researching a court case:

• Was the case filed in a federal court? If so, which one?
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Archives 1

NHPRC

Center for 

Legislative 

Archives

Textual Records 

(19th-Century)

National Archives 

Museum

Archives 2

Cartographic

Motion Pictures Still Pictures

Electronic Records

Textual Records

(20th-Century)

NPRC/NARA at St. Louis

Military Personnel 

Records (20th-

Century)

Federal Civilian 

Personnel Records

NARA Regional Facilities

Field office records, U.S. 

district court records

Federal Records Centers (FRCs)

Store agencies’ non-current 

records

Federal Register

Publishes Federal 

laws, regulations

Presidential Libraries

Houses records of 

U.S. Presidents since 

Hoover
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NARA Sources

• Archives.gov

• Guide to Federal Records

• NARA Microfilm Catalog

• National Archives Catalog

→ Free to access from any location

Institutional Partners

• Ancestry.com ($)

• Fold3.com ($)

• Familysearch.org (account)

→ Free to access at NARA facilities
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Archives.gov



9https://www.archives.gov/

https://www.archives.gov/


10https://www.archives.gov/

https://www.archives.gov/


11https://www.archives.gov/research

https://www.archives.gov/research
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https://www.archives.gov/research


13https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy


14https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy


15https://www.archives.gov/research/census

https://www.archives.gov/research/census


16https://www.archives.gov/research/census

https://www.archives.gov/research/census


17https://www.archives.gov/research/census/about

https://www.archives.gov/research/census/about


18https://www.archives.gov/

https://www.archives.gov/


19https://www.archives.gov/

https://www.archives.gov/


20https://www.archives.gov/locations#research-facilities

https://www.archives.gov/locations#research-facilities


21https://www.archives.gov/locations#research-facilities

https://www.archives.gov/locations#research-facilities


22https://www.archives.gov/dc

https://www.archives.gov/dc


23https://www.archives.gov/dc

https://www.archives.gov/dc


24https://www.archives.gov/dc/research/textual-records

https://www.archives.gov/dc/research/textual-records
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Guide to Federal Records



26https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records


27https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records


28https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records
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Indian Affairs

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records
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75

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records
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32https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/075.html

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/075.html
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https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/075.html
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What the Guide CAN do:

• Help identify record groups 
related to particular topics

• Help identify record group 
numbers for specific federal 
agencies/courts

• Provide a basic administrative 
history of agencies/courts and 
their functions

• Provide an overview of the 
general types of records found 
in record groups

What the Guide CAN’T do:

• Provide specific series titles, 
series numbers, or other 
information needed to pull or 
request records

• Provide the location of specific 
series in NARA’s holdings

• Provide the most up-to-date 
information on NARA’s holdings

• Indicate which records have 
been digitized
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Microfilm Catalog



36https://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline

https://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline
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https://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline
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Indian Affairs

https://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline
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Indian Affairs
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Indian Affairs

“Your search for ‘Indian Affairs’ 

produced 66 records.”
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53https://www.archives.gov/digitization/digitized-by-partners

https://www.archives.gov/digitization/digitized-by-partners


54https://www.archives.gov/digitization/digitized-by-partners

https://www.archives.gov/digitization/digitized-by-partners


55https://www.archives.gov/digitization/digitized-by-partners

https://www.archives.gov/digitization/digitized-by-partners
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National Archives Catalog
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Catalog components:

• Archival descriptions

• Digitized and electronic records

• Authority records

• Web pages from Archives.gov and 

Presidential Libraries

• User-contributed tags/transcriptions



58https://catalog.archives.gov

https://catalog.archives.gov/


59https://catalog.archives.gov

Census rolls

https://catalog.archives.gov/
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654,348 results!
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Refine search results by: Additional features:

• Data source

• Level of description

• Type of materials

• File format

• Location

• Date

• Embedded objects (PDFs, 

images, videos)

Sort

• Title

• National Archives Identifier

• Local Identifier

• HMS Entry Number

Export

• CSV, PDF, TXT



62https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch

https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch
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• Search terms

• Record group number

• Person/organization

• Tags

• Dates

• Type of materials

• Level of description

• File format

• Location

• Title

• Geographic

• Creator

• Description identifier

• Congress

Advanced Search Fields
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Sample Search (General Topic)
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Topic:

Twentieth-century maps related to the 

Klamath Tribes
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Search Terms:

“Klamath” OR “Modoc” OR “Yahooskin”

Date Range:

1/1/1900 to 12/31/1999

Type of Archival Materials:

“Maps and Charts”
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Sample Search (Specific Topic)
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236,038 total results!

Search #1:

Washington v. United States



78

385,772 total results!
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236,038 total results!

Search #2:

“Washington v. United States”
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11 total results –

none are relevant
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Tip

Check the Guide to Federal Records for the Supreme Court record group number.
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Tip: Try searching for generic terms related to court cases.

Tip: Consider how the case reached the Supreme Court.

Case file, petition, docket

Appellate courts or original jurisdiction

Tip: Limit search results by Level of Description.

Series
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Search Terms:

Appellate case files

Record Group Number/Collection ID:

267

Level of Description:

Series
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Contact archival 

unit for additional 

assistance.
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On-Site Research
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93https://www.archives.gov/coronavirus

https://www.archives.gov/coronavirus
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Questions?
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Rose Buchanan

rose.buchanan@nara.gov

Archives 1 Reference Branch

archives1reference@nara.gov

General Inquiries

inquire@nara.gov

mailto:rose.buchanan@nara.gov
mailto:archives1reference@nara.gov
mailto:inquire@nara.gov

