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About this Presentation

• The Soil Survey Inventory Project is a case study 
for researching the publication history of 
government documents 

• Info about the Soil Surveys

• Why the inventory is needed 

• What we did to create the inventory

• How we hope you (and others) might use it 



About Soil Surveys

• Printed soil surveys were the main source of soils 
information in the United States from 1900 to 
2005

• Produced by various bureaus within the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 

• Offer a unique view of local areas, often 
documenting the same areas over time 



About the Project

• Various difficulties in providing access to the 
surveys 

• Lack of cataloging

• Unique shelving decisions 

• Complex publication details 

• Interest in preserving historic materials 

• A comprehensive inventory of soil surveys will help 
librarians promote these rich resources to users



Notable Developments for the Surveys

•1899 – Soil Survey established

•1900 – First surveys published

•1930s – Dust Bowl era; Soil Conservation 
Service (SCS) established

•1950s – Standard use of aerial photography

•1966 – Surveys published as monographs



Notable Developments for the Surveys

• 1970s – Urban lands included

• 1980s – Conservation practices required for USDA 
programs

• 1990s – SCS renamed Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS)

• 2005 – Web Soil Survey launched, print surveys 
phased out

• 2010s – App for mobile devices 



Survey Uses

• Building site development

• Construction materials

• Engineering properties and 
classifications

• Recreational development

• Sanitary facilities

• Water management

• Woodland management and 
productivity

• Yields per acre of crops

(Soil Survey of Beryl-Enterprise Area, Utah, 1960) 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_MANUSCRIPTS/utah/berylenterpriseUT1960/berylenterpriseUT1960.pdf


Publication Issues

• Published and cataloged 
as both series and 
monographs 

• State-produced surveys
• Illinois 

• South Dakota

• Wisconsin

• Various agencies and 
potential SuDoc 
changes

SuDoc Agency/Bureau
Date 

Range(s)
Notes

A 1.64/1, 2

Department of 

Agriculture: 

Agriculture 
Information Series

Pre-1927
Prior to A 47.5 some 

surveys may be found in 
this general USDA SuDoc

A 19.32
Bureau of Plant 

Industry
1901 –
1942

Likely use for Soil 
Surveys is 1938 – 1942

A 26.5
Bureau of Soils and 

Bureau of Chemistry 
and Soils

1901 –
1938

Most common SuDoc 
used prior to 1938

A 47.5
Bureau of Chemistry 

and Soils
1927 –
1938

Not commonly used

A 57.38
Natural Resources 

Conservation Service

1935 –

1942,

1945 –
present

May be used back to 

1899, but most common 
for 1953 forward. 

A 77.514 
Various departments, 

publications relating 
to horticulture

1942 –
1953

Not commonly used. Date 

range relates to 

publication date, not 

series date.



Access Issues

• Evolving formats (print, 
CD, online) 

• Non-USDA Digitization 

• USDA Digitized Maps are 
embedded in PDF 
bookmarks

(Where are the Maps?, Natural Resources Conservation Service) 



Library Management

• Listserv responses about 
how librarians store and 
manage their survey 
publications

• Only 11 respondents had a 
finding aid/list

• Many interested in specific 
state or region and 
preserving historic materials



Process for creating the inventory

• Begin with existing resources: 
• List of digitized surveys by state (NRCS)

• Older lists of soil survey publications (1939 & 1993/1994)

• Finding aid from regional depository (USU) 

• Compare to published bibliographies and indexes 

• Compare to physical shelves 

• Research in Worldcat and Catalog of Government 
Publications 



Soil Survey Inventory



Applications for the Inventory

•Collection Gaps (Needs List!)

•Weeding 
• Digitized items ideal for informal substitution

•Preservation Stewards 

•Outreach and Promotion 



Demonstration Projects

• LibGuide 
• https://libguides.usu.edu/soilsurveys

• Timeline 
• https://bit.ly/3hXpieN

• Interactive Map
• https://www.google.com/maps/d/vie

wer?mid=1cwYK3ONw-
Tw6x96Q0AryaNXNhC_WJFDU&us
p=sharing

https://libguides.usu.edu/soilsurveys
https://bit.ly/3hXpieN
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1cwYK3ONw-Tw6x96Q0AryaNXNhC_WJFDU&usp=sharing


Questions and/or Discussion

Want more info? Email Jen (jen.kirk@usu.edu) or Helen (hfs1@psu.edu) 
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• Created using Timeline JS 
• https://timeline.knightlab.com/

• All text derived from the 

inventory

• Added links to digitized 

surveys 

• Chose representative 

screenshots

Timeline

https://timeline.knightlab.com/


• Created using Google My 
Maps

• https://www.google.com/maps/d/

• All text derived from the 
inventory

• Added links to digitized 
surveys 

Interactive Map

https://www.google.com/maps/d/

