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Web archiving is the process of collecting, 

preserving, and enabling access to web-published 

materials.



92 days
Average lifespan of a webpage



WEB ARCHIVING
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WEB ARCHIVING

The Wayback Machine

The largest publicly available 

web archive in existence.

https://archive.org/web/

> 300 Billion Web Pages 

> 100 million websites

> 150 languages 

~ 1 billion URLs added per week

https://archive.org/web/
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WEB ARCHIVING

The Wayback Machine

Limitations:

Lightly curated

Completeness

Temporal cohesion

Access:

No full-text search

No descriptive metadata

Access by URL only



ARCHIVE-IT

Archive-It

https://archive-it.org

Curator controlled

> 700 partner organizations

~ 2 PB of web data collected

Full text and metadata searchable

APIs for archives, metadata, search, &c.

https://archive-it.org
https://partner.archive-it.org/
https://partner.archive-it.org/


ARCHIVE-IT COLLECTIONS



ARCHIVE-IT PARTNERS



WEB ARCHIVES AS DATA



WEB ARCHIVES AS DATA



WEB ARCHIVES AS DATA



WEB ARCHIVES AS DATA



WEB ARCHIVES AS (GOV) DATA



WEB ARCHIVE ACCESSIBILITY



WEB ARCHIVE ACCESSIBILITY

http://webarchive.ptsem.edu/?action=collection&id=3813
http://webarchive.ptsem.edu/?action=collection&id=3813
https://archive-it.org/collections/3813
https://archive-it.org/collections/3813


WEB ARCHIVING COLLABORATION

FDLP Libraries



WEB ARCHIVING COLLABORATION

FDLP Libraries Archive-It partners



THANKS <3

...and keep in touch!

Karl-Rainer Blumenthal

Web Archivist, Internet Archive

karlb@archive.org

ait@archive.org



Partnership Opportunities with Internet Archive 

Andrea Mills – Digitization Program Manager, Internet Archive



1. Books Digitization Group

2. Digitizing Government Information

3. Projects and Possibilities



“We began in 1996 by archiving 

the Internet itself, a medium that 

was just beginning to grow in use. 

Like newspapers, the content 

published on the web was 

ephemeral - but unlike 

newspapers, no one was saving 

it.”

Brewster Kahle, Founder & Digital Librarian



Universal Access to All Knowledge



Universal Access to 

Government Information









Internet Archive Books 

Digitization



1. Books Digitization Group

2. Digitizing Government Information

3. Projects and Possibilities



https://archive.org/details/library_of_congress



https://archive.org/details/fedlink



Digitizing 

State and 

Federal 

Government 

Publications



https://archive.org/details/USGovernmentDocuments



1. Internet Archive Overview

2. Digitizing Government Information

3. Projects and Possibilities



Monthly Report of the 

Department of Trade and 

Commerce of Canada, July 1899-

June 1900

● Published 1900

● Well used and showing serious signs of 

wear

● Several challenges during digitization



ISSUE: Broken Binding



ISSUE: Book Guts











Bank of Canada Statistical 

Summary 1937-1970

● Lots of Tables

● Monthly publication, very often bound 

annually

● 3 Libraries and many ILLs to complete 

collection



ISSUE: Gutter Tables









Universal Access to 

Government Information



Image source: https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/the-strange-history-of-microfilm-which-will-be-with-us-for-centuries

Microfilm







14,000 Titles, 480,000 volume-years + 500 Million pages



So far, 5 new US government publications have been 

digitized

Within the collection, there are 268 US government 

titles including: Monthly Catalog of United States 

Government Publications, Marine Fisheries Review,and

Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents

Also includes 36 international publications



https://archive.org/details/pub_federal-register-find



https://www.federalregister.gov/









Full Text Search
https://archive.org/search.php?query=%22potluck%22&and

[]=collection:%22pub_state-magazine%22&sin=TXT





https://archive.org/services/docs/api/internetarchive/cli.html



Working Towards Universal Access to 

Government Information

• Keep digitizing, crawling and curating born-digital material

• Let’s NOT duplicate and work collectively

• If you have digitized material that needs a home, we can 

provide a free collection space and support to upload

• Do you have a passion for Serials metadata or would like to 

enrich? 

Please Get in Touch!



Image credit: https://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/04/technology/internet-archives-repository-collects-

thousands-of-books.html

At this 

rate, we 

will run 

out of 

microfilm!

Can we be 

of service?



Thank you!

Join Our Roundtable: 

October 28 at 1PM ET/ 10AM PT

--> Link will be in the chat; please share!

Books Digitization: digitallibraries@archive.org

Get in Touch! andrea@archive.org

mailto:digitallibraries@archive.org

