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AGENCIES COVERED DURING WEBINAR

• RHIhub (Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)

• U.S. Department of Agriculture:  Rural Development

• Housing Assistance Council



HOW IS “RURAL” DEFINED?

• Definitions and classifications differ between agencies and organizations.

• Next slides will provide definitions from: 

• Census Bureau

• U.S. Department of Agriculture

• Housing Assistance Council

• Rural Health Information Hub



DEFINITION OF “RURAL”:  CENSUS BUREAU

• Census Bureau:  “what is not urban—that is, after defining individual urban 

areas, rural is what is left.”

• Source:  “Defining Rural at the U.S. Census Bureau”

• Available:  

https://www2.census.gov/geo/pdfs/reference/ua/Defining_Rural.pdf

• Addition Resource:  https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/urban-rural.html

https://www2.census.gov/geo/pdfs/reference/ua/Defining_Rural.pdf
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/urban-rural.html


“RURAL”:  U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 

• Counties are the “standard building block for collecting economic data and 

for conducting research to track and explain regional population and 

economic trends”

• Counties are classified as either “metro” or “nonmetro”



“RURAL”:  U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

• “Nonmetro counties include some combination of:

• 1. open countryside,

• 2. rural towns (places with fewer than 2,500 people), and

• 3. urban areas with populations ranging from 2,500 to 49,999 that are not 

part of larger labor market areas (metropolitan areas).”

• Source:  https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-

classifications/

https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications/


“RURAL”:  U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE



“RURAL”:  HOUSING ASSISTANCE COUNCIL

• 3 geographic classification levels:  (1) Rural and Small-Town Tracts; (2) 

Suburban and Exurban Tracts; and (3) Urban Tracts

• HAC focuses on rural and small-town tracts.

• Pages 15 and 113 in “Taking Stock:  Rural People, Poverty and Housing in the 

21st Century” (full definitions are available in the “HAC’S RURAL & SMALL 

TOWN TRACT DESIGNATION” section on page 113).

• Available:  http://www.ruraldataportal.org/docs/HAC_Taking-Stock-Full.pdf

http://www.ruraldataportal.org/docs/HAC_Taking-Stock-Full.pdf


“RURAL”:  RURAL HEALTH INFORMATION HUB

• “What is Rural?”:  Background document about defining the term and why 

these differences exist between agencies and organizations.

• Available:  https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/what-is-rural

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/what-is-rural


INFORMATION & DATA RESOURCES FROM 
VARIOUS AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATION

• RHIhub

• Housing Assistance Council

• U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development Agency



RURAL HEALTH INFORMATION HUB (RHIHUB)

• https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/

• Supported by Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 

• Part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/


HOME PAGE FOR RHIHUB



RHIHUB:  ONLINE LIBRARY



RHIHUB:  TOPICS AND STATES



“RURAL”:  TOPICS AND STATES:  STATE GUIDES



“RURAL”:  TOPICS AND STATES



“RURAL”:  TOPICS AND STATES



“RURAL”:  TOPICS AND STATES:  TEXAS



RHIHUB:  RURAL DATA VISUALIZATIONS



RURAL DATA EXPLORER



RURAL DATA EXPLORER



RURAL DATA EXPLORER



RURAL DATA EXPLORER



RURAL DATA VISUALIZATIONS:  CHART GALLERY



RURAL DATA VISUALIZATIONS:  MAPS



RHIHUB: CASE STUDIES & CONVERSATIONS



RHIHUB:  TOOLS FOR SUCCESS



OTHER SOURCES FOR RURAL HEALTH

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention:  Rural Health

• https://www.cdc.gov/ruralhealth/

https://www.cdc.gov/ruralhealth/


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL:  RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT

• https://www.rd.usda.gov/

https://www.rd.usda.gov/


U.S.D.A.:  RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE

• Assists in providing infrastructure, or upgrading infrastructure, in rural 

communities.

• Water and Environmental Programs

• Electric Programs

• Telecommunications Programs



U.S.D.A.:  TELECOM PROGRAMS

• https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/all-programs/telecom-programs

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/all-programs/telecom-programs


RURAL BUSINESS-COOPERATIVE SERVICE

• Business Programs

• Cooperative Programs

• Community Economic Development



COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT



RURAL HOUSING SERVICE



RURAL HOUSING SERVICE



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE:  RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT

https://www.rd.usda.gov/

https://www.rd.usda.gov/


RURAL DEVELOPMENT: COMMUNITY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 



HOUSING ASSISTANCE COUNCIL

• Non-profit organization that focuses on providing affordable housing in rural areas 

and communities.

• “HAC’s mission is to improve housing conditions for the rural poor, with an emphasis 

on the poorest of the poor in the most rural places.”

• Collaborates with government agencies, but HAC specializes in rural housing.

• Provides valid, supplemental data and analyses to the work of federal and state 

agencies.

• Web site address:  http://www.ruralhome.org/index.php

http://www.ruralhome.org/index.php


HOUSING ASSISTANCE COUNCIL

• Subscribing to HAC’s bi-weekly newsletter:

• http://ruralhome.org/whats-new/hac-news

http://ruralhome.org/whats-new/hac-news


HOUSING ASSISTANCE COUNCIL

• Reports include their own policy and statistical analyses.

• Tabulate the data from federal agencies that collect data from rural 

communities, including:

• Census Bureau (American Community Survey)

• Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (HDMA)



HOUSING ASSISTANCE COUNCIL:  WHAT WE DO



HOUSING ASSISTANCE COUNCIL:  INITIATIVES



HOUSING ASSISTANCE COUNCIL:  INFORMATION



HOUSING ASSISTANCE COUNCIL:  RURAL DATA 
PORTAL



HAC:  RURAL DATA PORTAL



HAC:  RURAL DATA PORTAL



HAC:  RURAL DATA PORTAL:  MAPS



HAC:  RURAL DATA PORTAL: MAPS



HAC:  RURAL DATA PORTAL:  OTHER DATA 
RESOURCES (1)

• http://www.ruraldataportal.org/otherresources.aspx

http://www.ruraldataportal.org/otherresources.aspx


HAC:  RURAL DATA PORTAL:  OTHER DATA 
RESOURCES (2) 



HAC:  RURAL DATA PORTAL:  OTHER DATA 
RESOURCES (3) 



RURAL HOUSING:  OTHER INFO SOURCES

• State Economic Development Offices

• U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD User)

• https://www.huduser.gov/portal/subscribe/subscribe.html

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/subscribe/subscribe.html


RURAL AMERICA:  OTHER POSSIBLE RESOURCES

• Rural Policy Research Institute (University of Iowa)

• http://www.rupri.org/the-rupri-library/

• Urban Institute (https://www.urban.org/)

• Keyword “rural” in the search box

• “The Future of Rural Housing”

http://www.rupri.org/the-rupri-library/
https://www.urban.org/


QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU (FOR YOUR SUPPORT)

• Edward Kownslar

• Email:  kownslarej@sfasu.edu

mailto:kownslarej@sfasu.edu

