
U.S. Congressional Serial Set govinfo Collection
What is the U.S. Congressional 
Serial Set?
 • Numbered House and Senate documents and 

reports bound by session of Congress.

 • Began with the 1st session of the 15th Congress 
(1817).

 • Volumes include committee reports, treaty  
materials, presidential communications to  
Congress, and some executive agency materials 
and non-governmental publications.

Collection Background
 • Since June 2019, GPO and the Law Library of 

Congress have been working together to provide 
public access to the U.S. Congressional Serial Set.

 • Under the partnership, the Law Library is  
digitizing Serial Set volumes and performing 
quality control on the digitization. The majority  
of the volumes being digitized are also from the 
Law Library’s collection.

 • GPO is generating metadata, digitally signing  
the PDF files, and providing access on govinfo. 
Additionally, we are acquiring replacement  
volumes when requested by the Law Library.

 • When completed, the govinfo collection will  
contain Serial Set volumes 1-14,277 (from the 
15th Congress through the 103rd Congress).

 • Initial public release was September 28, 2021 
and included a selection of Serial Set volumes 
from the 69th Congress, the 82nd Congress, and 
several 19th century Congresses.

Navigating the Collection 
 • Browse by Congress and then Serial Set Number 

 • Search by Keyword or President

 • Search by Citation (citation: (H. Misc. Doc. 38-78))

 • Advanced Search – Full-text river exploration, 
subject geographic Colorado

 • Search results filters – Refine any search using 
the govinfo filters.

 • Content Details – Lots of metadata is available 
on the content details page.

 • Find the other documents in the Serial Set  
volume using Document in Context. 

Provide Your Feedback & Help 
Build the Collection 
 • As the Serial Set collection continues to grow, we 

want your feedback. Please share your thoughts 
on the collection at: https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/govinfo-feedback-survey

 • You can help complete the U.S. Congressional  
Serial Set collection on govinfo! If you are  
weeding your depository collection, please  
keep GPO’s Needs List in mind. Current needs  
are listed in FDLP eXchange and on the GPO 
Needs List LibGuide. 
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