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This presentation is an overview of Memphis Public Libraries' effort in 
promoting FDLP resources through partnership with United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, and engagement with multicultural community 
groups and organizations. It will disclose how these resources and partnerships 
have allowed Memphis Public Libraries to provide services and programs such 
as Naturalization Ceremonies, Citizenship Corners, and International Story 
Times etc., as a means of keeping immigrants informed and helping 
them realize their “American Dreams.”



 Brief history of the Memphis Public Libraries(MPL)

 A pictorial view of MPL’s activities with 
immigrants and multicultural groups

 Overview of the FDLP at MPL

 A pictorial view of MPL’s FDLP promotion 
initiatives for Immigrants and multicultural 
groups 

 Questions & Answers
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In 2017, Memphis Public Libraries established 6 Citizenship Corners with the help of USCIS (United States 

Citizenship and Immigration Services) supplying public libraries with free materials and resources related to 

citizenship and immigration.  In addition, Memphis Library Foundation supported libraries with $10,000 in 

funding for enhancing ESL and foreign language collections related to establishing Citizenship Corners at 

Central, Cossitt, Cordova, Parkway Village, and Randolph branch libraries.

In addition to Citizenship Corners, MPL, in partnership with USCIS of the Department of Homeland Security and 

DAR (Daughters of American Revolution), have held over 27 moving and inspirational Naturalization 

Ceremonies at Benjamin Hooks Central Library since 2011.  These special large scale naturalization ceremonies 

are held bi-annually in January during Martin Luther King Jr. birthday weekend (2 ceremonies), and in July the 

weekend of the Independence Day (2 ceremonies).  Recently, we have also included information fairs to 

promote our library’s civic services, resources and information along with local immigrant and civic 

organizations such as Latino Memphis and Shelby County Election Commission. 

• Since 2011, held over 27 ceremonies (as of Sept, 2018)

• Over 4,300 candidates from over 100 countries being naturalized

• Over 8,700 families and friends witnessed & attended ceremonies





















Video Coverage 

Commercial Appeal Coverage of Naturalization Ceremony 

WREG News Channel 3 Coverage of Naturalization 
Ceremony

Local Memphis Coverage of the Naturalization 
Ceremony

https://www.commercialappeal.com/story/news/2017/06/30/america-welcomes-76-new-citizens-memphis-ceremony/440936001/
https://wreg.com/2017/01/13/new-citizens-sworn-in-during-naturalization-ceremony-in-memphis/
http://www.localmemphis.com/news/local-news/welcome-to-america/491673209


















Friday, November 9, 2018 & 
January 18, 2019
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Each of these movies is about a 
journey of some kind, showing how 
America has great influence of 
cultures from all over. 









 Selective Federal Depository Library since 1896

 Collection consist of 705,427 historical and current 

federal publications, which includes 83, 835 

internet editions. 

 Collections are decentralized 

 Selects 41.93 % of items offered by GPO

 Resources and promotional items available in 

English, Spanish and other languages.
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