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FDLP Summary

The purpose of the FDLP, in 11 words:

Free, equitable access to Government 
publications for everyone. 
Period.



Development of the FDLP (milestones)

1895 – GPO gets statutory responsibility.

Basic operating rules are set in law. 

1922 – Libraries become an active partner by being 
required to select what they receive.

1962 – Scope broadened, designation eligibility expanded

1993 – GPO Access Act



From then to now

• In the past we operated on a model that had GPO in an 
enforcement role. We kept tabs and did remediation.

• As the nature of the products we handle, as well as daily life 
in libraries,  has changed, so has our approach. Now we try 
to operate such that for every requirement or expectation 
placed on designated libraries, we offer support and 
services to help those libraries meet the need and 
ultimately give good service to the public.  



What does Outreach & Support do?

• Consult and provide advice
• Phone, email, askGPO

• Visits

• Individual service

• Help work through processes, issues, and concerns

• Facilitate connections and networking

• Work with single libraries and with groups of libraries



FDLP Academy Training Repository
• Launch of new site: 

www.fdlp.gov/fdlp-academy/fdlp-
academy-training-repository

• Features include:
• Subject and Agency tagging
• Sorting by date or title
• Search box
• Combination of conference & webinar 

archives

• Older material being reviewed for 
currency and possible supersession

https://www.fdlp.gov/fdlp-academy/fdlp-academy-training-repository


Official Files Digitization

• Digitizing files past & present

• More than 600 files scanned

• About 900 more files to be 
scanned

• At completion, documents 
including assessments, biennial 
surveys, etc. will be available 
electronically upon request



LibGuides

• https://libguides.fdlp.gov

• Share guides from libraries and others

• LSCM-created guides

• Suggest subjects

• Free to use

• Community Guides poster

https://libguides.fdlp.gov/


FDLP Academy Training
FY18 was busy!
• 86 webinars
• Gearing up for FDsys sunset – lots of training to update
• 5 meetings hosted for the FDLP Community
• Spring 2018 Virtual Meeting
• Fall 2018 Federal Depository Library Conference
• October New Depository Librarians Institute
• Rerecorded Depository Operations Training Series (DOTS)
• Fall 2017/Spring 2018/Fall 2018 FDLP Coordinator Certificate Program
• Regional Training
• Onsite training at your libraries



Depository Management Q&A

What questions do you have?  

We offer some FAQs in the following areas as food for thought:

• FDLP Administration At Your Library 
• Collection Development
• Collection Maintenance
• Training in the FDLP Academy



Q&A: FDLP Administration at Your Library
• What do I need to do if there is a new Coordinator?

• What year did my library join the FDLP?

• What can I do if a public patron entered the library saying they wish to use 
depository resources but are not doing so?

• What is my FDLP password? How do I get it?

• The former Coordinator’s contact info appears in FDLP.gov, DSIMS,  or the 
PURL Usage Reporting Tool. How do I change that?

• How can I get some of those cool square pencils or other FDLP promotional 
materials?



Q&A: Collection Development

• Can GPO provide me with a list of my selections, including item number, title, SuDocs 
class number, and format?

• How can I figure out if a title has been distributed recently?  

• Why hasn’t a title been distributed recently if it is ‘active’ in the List of Classes?

• I want to go all or mostly digital (or my administration wants me to). How does that 
work?

• How do I know if there is an online equivalent for a tangible item that I want to 
deselect?

• How do I identify online publications for cataloging?



Q&A: Collection Maintenance

• How do I stop this microfiche? I deselected it ages ago.

• GPO, can you confirm that I can supersede a particular 
publication?

• Shipments are going to the wrong place. How do I fix it?

• Can I give a superseded publication to another branch library in 
our system? 

• Why do I keep getting shipping lists when we don’t get very many 
paper publications?



Q&A: Collection Maintenance

• Can GPO send me a list of what you shipped to my library over 
the years?

• I made claims for missing Congressional Record daily pubs some 
weeks ago. Why haven’t they been sent? 

• Where is information about the FDLP eXchange?

• How do I access the FDLP eXchange?

• How do I get my eXchange password?



Q&A: Training in the FDLP Academy

• Can I volunteer to present an FDLP Academy webinar?

• I missed a live webinar. Can I still view it?

• How do I get an FDLP Academy Certificate?

• When can I register for the next Coordinator Certificate Program 
(CCP)?

• What do I do if I want to take the CCP but cannot commit to the 8 
week program?



When you have more questions …

Please contact us at GPO.  We’re happy to help!

Outreach and Support
Library Services and Content Management

Shared phone: 202-512-1119
Shared email address: FDLPOutreach@gpo.gov

FDLP Contacts: https://www.fdlp.gov/contact-us

askGPO: https://www.gpo.gov/askgpo

mailto:FDLPOutreach@gpo.gov
https://www.fdlp.gov/contact-us
https://www.gpo.gov/askgpo

