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FDLP Depository Operation Training Series



Learning Outcomes

Participants will be able to:

• Identify strategies for promoting a depository 

collection

• Explain benefits of being a member of the FDLP

• Identify responsibilities of the depository 

coordinator

• Describe the govinfo.gov website



Promotion

African American History & Culture: 

Selected Government Resources

University of North Carolina Wilmington

Jefferson College 

Library’s 

30th anniversary 

celebration

(October 2014)



A quick plug for something fun

http://lib.mnsu.edu/govdoc/finalfront2.html

MNSU Mankato –

Documents Display 

Clearinghouse

Check out the subject area 

for great ideas for tangible 

and online displays

http://lib.mnsu.edu/govdoc/finalfront2.html


Promotion



Promotion



Statistics



Hawaii State Library FDL# 0128

Government Information Online http://govtinfo.org/

Reference Services

http://govtinfo.org/


Ben’s Guide

bensguide.gpo.gov/

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/


govinfo.gov



Overview of Govinfo.gov



Overview of Govinfo.gov



Government Book Talk

govbooktalk.gpo.gov/

http://govbooktalk.gpo.gov/


U.S. Government Bookstore

bookstore.gpo.gov/

http://bookstore.gpo.gov/


The Coordinator
Responsibilities required of the depository coordinator: 

(LRPR 31)

• “serve as the point of contact with GPO” This includes 

emails, phone calls, surveys, recalls of publications etc. 

• participate in the Public Access Assessment of the depository 

collection

• “maintain a thorough knowledge of the current legal and 

Program regulations”

Responsibilities frequently handled by coordinator:

• FDLP News & Events Email Alert Service 

• Federal Depository Library Directory up-to-date

• Biennial Surveys

• Item Selection Profile



Recommended Listservs

GOVDOC-L http://govdoc-l.org/

DOCTECH-L https://lists.usu.edu/wws/info/doctech-l

MAPS-L https://listserv.uga.edu/archives/maps-l.html

Regional-L closed list - regionals only

Local state/region Listservs 

http://wikis.ala.org/godort/index.php/GODORT_Listservs#G

eneral_Government_Documents_Listservs

FEDLIB http://www.loc.gov/flicc/listsrvs.html

http://govdoc-l.org/
https://lists.usu.edu/wws/info/doctech-l
https://listserv.uga.edu/archives/maps-l.html
http://wikis.ala.org/godort/index.php/GODORT_Listservs#General_Government_Documents_Listservs
http://www.loc.gov/flicc/listsrvs.html


• Listservs

• Web Sites

• Professional organizations

• Communication with other depository 
coordinators

• Library Literature

• Conferences/ Webinars

• FDLP Academy

Professional Development



FDLP Events

• DLC Virtual Meeting

• Federal Depository Library Conference

• New Depository Librarians Institute

Images from 2017 DLC Meeting and FDL Conference



Depository Library Council (DLC)

• Established in 1972 to advise the Public Printer and the 
Superintendent of Documents on matters relating to the 
FDLP.

• Its antecedents go back to 1963 when seven librarians 
were asked by the Public Printer to serve on an advisory 
committee on depository libraries. 

• The original advisory committee was formed at the 
recommendation of the Senate Committee on Rules and 
Administration during its consideration of revised 
legislation on depository libraries.

https://www.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/depository-library-council

http://www.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/depository-library-council


Depository Library Council (DLC)

• DLC consists of 15 members appointed by the Director of the 
GPO. Members serve 3 year terms, with 5 members 
retiring each year and 5 new members entering. Members 
may be reappointed for a second term. 

• All appointments to Council are made by the Director of the 
GPO after consideration of recommendations from Council, 
library associations, and others as deemed appropriate by the 
Director of the GPO. 

• Members represent a cross section of the various types of 
libraries in the Federal Depository Library Program. 

• At least half of the Council's members work in depository 
libraries and have experience providing services for 
Government information.



The goal of the FDLP 

Academy is to:

• Inform and educate the Federal 

depository library community 

about Federal Government 

information resources

• Assist Federal depository libraries 

in better serving their communities

• Advance Government information 

literacy
https://www.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/fdlp-academy

https://www.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/fdlp-academy


Top Ten Benefits Afforded To All FDLP Libraries

1. Free Federal information products in a variety of 
formats to supplement existing library material and 
to provide access to unique material

2. Free cataloging records from the national authority 
on U.S. Federal publications

3. Free, permanent public access to online content 
from GPO partners – often fee-based or restricted

4. Free FDLP promotional material

5. Enhancement of the status/prestige of an institution 
designated as an FDLP member



Top Ten Benefits Afforded To All FDLP Libraries

6. Educational opportunities – training the next generation 
of Government information specialists

7. Collection development opportunities – important in an 
era of declining budgets

8. Consulting and networking opportunities from GPO and 
with fellow Government information experts

9. Opportunity to participate in pilot projects with GPO to 
test new processes and technologies

10. Ensuring that dedicated Government information 
professionals remain on staff – helps build and 
maintain collections of local interest and navigate the 
broad range of information resources



Future of the FDLP

Digitization

https://www.fdlp.gov/preservation/preservation-at-gpo

Title 44 modernization discussions

https://www.fdlp.gov/about-fdlp/23-projects/3353-title-44-

revision

Preservation Stewards

https://www.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/partnerships

https://www.fdlp.gov/preservation/preservation-at-gpo
https://www.fdlp.gov/about-fdlp/23-projects/3353-title-44-revision
https://www.fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/partnerships


Questions?

Outreach and Support

202-512-1119

FDLPOutreach@gpo.gov


