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WHAT IS THE UN DEPOSITORY LIBRARY SYSTEM? 

Global Depository Library System Founded in 1947 
by the UN Library and American Library Association.

Currently numbers 362 libraries in 136 countries.

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ά¦b5[έ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŏƻƻƭ.



BRIEF HISTORY

Preceded by the League of Nations (LON) Depository 
{ȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфнлΩǎ ǘƻ мфпрΦ

The UN Sales Publications System classification 
system largely based on the LON system.

Many US Libraries were exchange partners for LON 
documents & publications; none were depositories. 



SIGURD RASMUSSEN

Lived to be 99 years old. Spoke a dozen 

languages.

Strung wire neck high on roads 

frequented by Nazis motorcyclists.

Librarian for LON Mission at Institute 

for Advanced Study in Princeton.

First permanent head of the UN Library. 

Founder of the UNDL along with the 

American Library Assocation.

Sigurd HartzRasmussen.



EARLY VISIONS OF THE UNDL

In May 1947, Library JournalŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
made with the American Library Association for twenty-five leading 
university and public libraries to function as depositories for United 
Nations documents.

¦b ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ άŀƭƭ ǳƴǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƳŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘέΦ

The International Advisory Committee of Library Experts 
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мфпу ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ōŜ ŀǎ 
ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘΦέ



In order to makethe documentsand publicationsof
the United Nations freely available throughout the
world there shall be maintained a system of
depository libraries to which documents and
publicationswill be sent without chargeunder the
conditionsoutlined below.

--December  20, 1955. Principles Governing United Nations Depository 
Libraries U.N. Doc. ST/PB/4.

A MORAL MANDATE



THREE KEY CONCEPTS

ά5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ

ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ

ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜέ



UN DOCUMENTS AND PUBLICATIONS

ÅLƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀ άŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘέ ƛǎ άŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
matter printed by the U.S. government, at government 
ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ƻǊ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ƭŀǿέ пп ¦{/ мфлм όмффпύΦ

ÅThe United Nations distinguishes between documents 
and publications. Essential difference is UN publications 
are typically under copyright and sold to the public.



SCOPE, RIGHTS, AND MEANS OF ACCESS

Publicationsare the research output and scholarly communication of 
the United Nations:  examples include statistical annuals like the  
Demographic Yearbook, journals, and scholarly monographs. 

Documentsinclude the Official Records, reports, and working papers 
that the UN produces in the course of conducting its business.  

Documents are primarily discoverable via two online platforms:  
UNBISNet and the UN Official Documents System (ODS).



UN OFFICIAL DOCUMENT SYSTEM

United Nations Official Document System



UNBISNET

United Nations Bibliographic Information System



PRINCIPLES GOVERNING DEPOSITORY LIBRARIES

Governing Document for the UN Depository Library System.

Specifies the rules, procedures, and types of content to be 
received on United Nations Deposit.

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŀŘǎ άAll depositories shall receive automatically, 
ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŀƭƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜΦέ



ST/AI/189/ADD.11/REV.2

ST/AI/189/Add.11/Rev.2



DEPOSITORY FEES

Originally almost all UN content was freely sent. 

In 1974 the number of depositories receiving free and 
comprehensive collections was reduced to one per county.

Other existing depositories were required to pay a small 
contribution.  In 1974 this was $500.

Lƴ нлмн ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜ ǿŀǎ ϷмΣллл ŀƴŘ Ϸмтрл ŦƻǊ άǇŀǊǘƛŀƭέ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ 
depositories, respectfully.



DEPOSITORY EXCLUSIONS

ÅOver the years a growing number of United Nations
publicationscategorieswere not includedon deposit.

ÅGenerally these were publicaitons from UN Funds and
ProgramssuchasUNICEFand UNDPthat do not report to
the UNSecretariat.

ÅBy 1995 the list of άŜȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎέhad grown to over
seventeenseparatecategories.



¦b ά59/[!w!¢Lhbέ 9b5LbD twLb¢ 59th{L¢

In July 2013, UN Depository Libraries received an 
email from the United Nations Department of Public 
LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ άŎƻƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎέ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ 
Hurricane Sandy, the printing and distribution of 
material from the United Nations Publications Office
in New York would cease. 

(Email message to UN Depository Libraries, July 10, 2013).



THE DAWN OF DIGITAL DEPOSIT?

The messagealso stated that άŀǘthe earliest
possible opportunity we will provide Depository
Librarieswith online accessto their standardrange
of publications via the UN e-Collection,once it is
launched. Thisaccesswill be on the samefee basis
in 2014asapplied to DepositoryLibrariesin 2012.έ



A CONSULTATION PAPER

A new strategic direction for UN Depository Libraries ïconsultation paper 



SIX SOURCES OF ENDURING VALUE
1. Impact in the member states

The UNDL system remains a relatively cost-effective method for the UN Secretariat to 

interact with people in the member states.

2. Specialist knowledge and genuine accessibility

¢ƘŜ ¦b5[ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ ǘƘŜ ¦bΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ 

Content that is available digitally may still be non-transparent due to the complexity of UN 

information. The USP (Unique Selling Point) of the Depository Library is its specialist 

knowledge to help clients connect with UN content despite this complexity. This USP implies 

a commitment to developing the specialist knowledge required in the role. The new UNDL 

label will require some minimum standards of expertise to be met in addition to other 

service standards.

3. Efficient targeting of specialist researchers. 

UNDL members serve vibrant specialist research communities which make use of UN 

content, normally as part of much wider research activity. The UNDL is an efficient and 

effective conduit for UN knowledge to reach specialist research communities. Knowledge 

that reaches specialist research communities will often be multiplied.



SIX SOURCES OF ENDURING VALUE -CONTINUED

4. Networks, technical and human

Libraries subscribing to the E-Collection should be able to integrate catalogue data with the 
publications, eliminating physical and professional processing. The Digital Repository (DR) 
will open up a similar possibility for UN documents and free publications. The DR should 
also allow libraries to be selective in which documents and free publications they receive; 
and to choose between downloading selected material or creating links to content that is 
stored and organised on the DR. Technology also now supports much greater sharing of 
knowledge and effort in the UNDL system. UN-related services and expertise can be 
promoted and transferred through wider library networks.

5. Intangible benefits

The UNDL system has value in terms of prestige and authority, both for the Depository Library (in 
terms of its collection and status as a UN partner) and for the UN (the association with some of 
the most prestigious libraries worldwide). The intangible benefits can be developed, through e.g. 
provision of branding materials and increased support to the UNDL from the wider UN system. 
hƴŜ ōǊŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜΥ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ά5ŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ [ƛōǊŀǊȅέ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ŜΦƎΦ 
ά¦b tŀǊǘƴŜǊ [ƛōǊŀǊȅέΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ ǎǘŀǊ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ¦b5[ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 
service offered.

6. Preservation of authentic documents
¢ƘŜ ¦b5[ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ΨǊŜŘǳƴŘŀƴŎȅΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¦b ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
publications. These duplicates are also a control on the authenticity of documents preserved at 
UN Headquarters. This role remains relevant even with digital documents. 



THE UN E-COLLECTION AND THE DIGITAL REPOSITORY

In May 29, 2015 UN Depository Libraries received another email from the 
Dag Hammarskjöld Library (DHL) stating that:

Å ά5ŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
from DHL including distribution of relevant paid/unpaid publications and 
documents through the Digital Repositoryέ

Å ά5ŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ full access to all relevant publicationsέ

Å ά5ŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛƴǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ 
on the subscription to the United Nations new e-Collection.

(Email message to UN Depository Libraries, May 29, 2015).



THE BEST OFINTENTIONS?

ά¢ƘŜpricing for the E-CollectionΧwhich is not guaranteedand could go up or
down, is that the price will be around $10,000 for a standard annual
subscription.έ

ά¢ƘŜannualregistration fee for UNDLstatusis alsoprovisional. It will includean
E-Collection subscription and is currently projected at $5,000 for libraries in
HigherIncomestates(asdefined by the World Bank); $2,500 in Upper Middle-
Income states; $500 in Lower Middle Income states; and $250 in Low Income
states.έ

ά¢Ƙƛǎrate will be further discountedby 40%for DepositoryLibrariesregistered
on 1 January2014which pay their 2015registration fee within three months of
launchof the E-Collection.έ

Dag Hammarskjöld Library (2014)



WHAT HAPPENED NEXT

Å Iain Watt, Head Librarian at the UN Dag HammarskjoldLibrary in
New Yorkand lead author of the consultationpaper, left his position
to return to the EuropeanParliament.

ÅMaritina Panigua, head of the DHL Outreach and Professional
Developmentdivisionalsoretired at approximatelythe sametime.

ÅUltimately the UNe-Collectionwasnever launched- in spite of being
promoted at severalGODORTmeetingsandannouncedin DttP.

Å¢ƘŜƴ ¦b 5ŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎΧ



The UN iLibrary!

A Blonde Ramona Quimby

UN iLibrary 


