Weeding a Selective Depository
Library

O

What is Weeding

O




Why Weed?

O

WTAMU




First Steps

O

Rules to Follow

O




What to Weed

» Revised editions

* Duplicated Information
o Handouts of recent laws
o Journal articles
» Time sensitive materials that expired
o Calendars
o Order forms
* Ephemeral materials
o Bookmarks
» Manuals for internal agency use
o Lots of these from the 60’s and 70’s

Example - Applications

APPLICATION
BOOKLET

LS, Department of kotice

SUMMER LAW INTERN
PROGRAM




- Calendars

Example
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Texss ANM University.
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Example — Revised Edition

ORGAN AND FRANKLIN
MOUNTAINS
NEW MEXICO

Example — Revised Edition




Example — Weird Stuff

Other Criteria

O




Other Considerations - SuDoc

O

Other Considerations - Format

O




Process

O

Process con’t

O




» Agency Changes
Social Security Administration (SSA) used to be a part of the Health,
Education and Welfare Department (HEW)
Many HEW documents were superseded by SSA documents

o Often these documents kept the same publication number making
it easy to weed

Coast Guard

Began in the Treasury Department, then the Transportation Agency,
now in Homeland Security

* Guide to U.S. Government Publications
Traces agency changes

Negatives
» Took a long time
* Only a few inches of shelf space at a time

Positives

» Greater knowledge of older materials

» Found lots of lost books and documents misshelved
» Found items that needed security

The library still needed more growth space.




2nd Process

O

2"d Process

O




TAMU

Process

O




Process con’t

O

Process con’t

O




Recommendations

O

Begin Weeding

O




 Start with a small agency
» Weed revised editions, duplicates, ephemeral items

* When it doubt — keep it
Note to see if it is used — can always withdraw it later

« If at a large library — discuss withdraws with subject
librarians

» Wear grubby clothes
» Set aside uninterrupted time

Weeding superseded tangible copies updates the
collection and makes it look less dated.

» This makes reference staff happy, that they can be
confident in providing current information

Weeding frees up space for new items and saves
money by not housing or preserving unneeded items.

» This makes library directors happy




Questions?

O




