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Teaching with St. Mary’s study abroad 
program—23 students, 2 faculty (fall, 2008)
Sightseeing until I dropped
Some traveling, lots of walking
Learning a lot about our British cousins, their 
history and government







Informal meetings with librarians
Tour of Houses of Parliament by MP staffer
BBC, BBC Parliament channels (TV)
Historical museums
Conversation and observation
Participation in public 
observances & festivals
Following up back home



GLIG: Government Libraries Information Group, 
CILIP (Chartered Institute of Library and Information 
Professionals ) special interest group
Attendees primarily librarians from government 
agencies in the UK
Speakers: British Library, Library of Wales, National 
Archives, Parliamentary Archives, etc.—and me!
Presentations available on their website: 
www.cilip.org.uk/specialinterestgroups/bysubject/
government/events/previousevents/googleage.htm



British Isles
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland: 
England, Scotland, Wales, 
Northern Ireland

“Britain” ≈UK ?
England

Graphic modified from Visit Britain website: 
www.visitbritain.co.uk/

Parliamentary system
Place of the monarchy
Long, complicated history
Size, compactness of country

European Union/ € zone



British Parliament in Westminster
Devolution: 10 years on
Scotland
Wales
Northern Ireland
England?

Similarities to U.S.
▪ House of Commons ≈US Congress in size
▪ Elections usually every four years
▪ Both houses’ approval needed for law passage
▪ Debates, committee hearings, oversights



Contrasts with U.S.
▪ Parliamentary system
▪ More than just two parties
▪ House of Commons ≈US Congress in size
▪ Lords: revision/scrutinizing, committee work
▪ Lords ≈ Supreme Court
▪ Elections can be held at any time
▪ Format of oversight up close 
and personal (weekly PM Questions)

▪ Europe: legislation scrutinized, UK law reconciled
▪ Europe:  oversight of negotiations  with  EU 

Hansard: official verbatim reports 
≈ Congressional Record

Other types of publications
Command Papers
Committee Papers
Explanatory Notes
Debates/Journals
Acts/legislation
Lords: Judicial records, peerage claims
Miscellaneous: guidance/consultation reports,  survey reports, 
commission reports, research reports, inspection reports, statistical 
compendia, planning documents, expert reviews, evaluation reports



Disappearance of electronic information
Finding needed information: “not knowing what we 
don’t know”
Variety of formats means technical problems

Collaborative work
“Unofficial” websites: blogs, Flickr, YouTube

Ephemeral vs. permanent information needs
Gaps in online coverage
Authentication issues
Persistence of old models when new 
thinking is needed

More frequent government reorganizations
Crown/Parliamentary copyright
Permissions make harvesting more difficult
Even when process is available (license forms) 
complying is time‐consuming
Preservation efforts choose:  illegal harvesting or 
not preserving



Portal: direct.gov.uk
New deposit laws
Digitization projects
Hansard
Web Archiving Consortium
Web Continuity
European Archive

Wales & Parliamentary Archives: 
best case scenarios



Current regulations
Apply to printed works only
Copies to British Library + 5 others

Legal Deposit Libraries Act, 2003
Require deposit of electronic docs
No remote access allowed (!)
Public comment required
Regulations implemented 2011

Voluntary deposit currently administered by BL
www.bl.uk/aboutus/stratpolprog/digi/webarch/
Inefficient due to lack of clear process

Hansard
Web Archiving Consortium
Web Continuity
European Archive



Official report of Parliamentary debates
Pre‐1771: Parliament suppressed reports of 
debates
At first: an unofficial private enterprise
Early reports written in 3rd person
Eventually became verbatim account
“Nationalized” in 1909



www.publications.
parliament.uk/
pa/pahansard.htm
various indexes
don’t cover entire
database

hansard.
millbanksystems.
com/
comes up in
Google searches
expanding 
coverage of
publication
types, formats



“easter—ireland—
1916—hansard”



Members
British Library:  www.bl.uk/
National Libraries of Scotland:  www.nls.uk/ and Wales:  www.llgc.org.uk/
National Archives:  www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 
Wellcome Trust (medical research):  www.wellcome.ac.uk/
Joint Information Systems Committee (government/research/education 
partnership): www.jisc.ac.uk/ 

Evolving into Digital Preservation Consortium 
www.dpconline.org/
Selective archiving, public access at www.webarchive.org.uk/

British Library archiving some on their own 



Led by UK National Archives: 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/webcontinuity/
Outgrowth of archive launched in 2003: 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/webarchive/
Basic assumptions—”sustainable information”:

Protect current information
Permanently archive
Maintain integrity of websites

Comprehensive archiving; harvests 3 times/year, more 
crawls if requested
Redirection tools for agency websites
Accessible to search engines





www.europarchive.org/
“Digital library of cultural artifacts,” including 
government information
Works with UK Web Continuity
Harvests closing sites when notified



Multiplicity of languages
Especially after latest enlargement

Legal material going paperless, but
there are online gaps
Eur‐Lex Access to EU Law

eur‐lex.europa.eu/en/
World Legal Information Institute
www.worldlii.org/



Manageable  volume
Cooperative central government
Started off on the right foot

Electronic is final archival copy; paper docs 
destroyed
Push system to NLW will be
established



Wales Assembly Government is executive

National Assembly for Wales is legislative



www.parliament.uk/publications/archives.cfm
Separate from National Archives system
Material from 1497 (!)
Multiple formats, including shared drives, emails, etc.
Current policy: print‐to‐paper for preservation
Experienced in preservation

Influences publication life‐cycle
Fully supported by “corporate objectives”:

Promotion of Parliament workings to the public
Efficient information management
Maintenance of integrity of documents
Parliament should be a model for best practices



Obvious benefits
Take advantage of faculty status
Closer relationship with students
Appreciate work of teaching colleagues
Enhance visibility of librarians as education 
partners

Find out how much you
really enjoy being a librarian !



My London blog: 
bridgestolondon.blogspot.com
Library Website: 
library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/doc/doc.htm
Personal website: kathyamen.net
Email: kamen@stmarytx.edu


