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What is the 
American Community Survey?

A large, continuous demographic survey
– Produces annual and multi-year estimates 

of  the characteristics of the population and 
housing

– Produces characteristics, not a population 
count

– Produces information for small areas including 
tracts, block groups and population subgroups 
- updated every year

– Key component of reengineered 2010 census
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Effects of the 
American Community Survey 

on the 2010 Census

•Eliminate long-form

•Better knowledge of local areas

•Ongoing contacts with local governments

•Cost savings
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American Community Survey
Program Schedule

• ACS testing and development:  1996-2004

• ACS full implementation begins 2005

• First ACS data products, 2006; annually 
updated data products each year 
thereafter
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Full Implementation

•Implement a national sample of about 
3 million addresses in every county, 
American Indian and Alaska Native area, and 
Hawaiian Home Land in the United States, 
and in Puerto Rico 

•Provide profiles every year for communities 
of 65,000 or more

•Provide 3- to 5-year cumulations for 
communities of less than 65,000 population
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American Community Survey
Funding Update

• The President’s budget request included 
$165 million for full implementation of the 
ACS in FY ’05.

•The Omnibus Appropriations Bill 
included$146 million for ACS in FY ’05.

• The President’s budget request for FY ’06 
included $169.9 million for ACS.
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For More Information

E-mail us at:
cmo.acs@census.gov

E-mail us at:
cmo.acs@census.gov

American Community Survey Web site
(www.census.gov/acs/www)

American Community Survey Web site
(www.census.gov/acs/www)

Call us at: 1-888-346-9682Call us at: 1-888-346-9682

Subscribe to the ACS AlertSubscribe to the ACS Alert


