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What Is the
American Community Survey?

A large, continuous demographic survey

— Produces annual and multi-year estimates
of the characteristics of the population and
housing

— Produces characteristics, not a population
count

— Produces information for small areas including

tracts, block groups and population subgroups
- updated every year

— Key component of reengineered 2010 census




Effects of the
American Community Survey
on the 2010 Census
Eliminate long-form

*Better knowledge of local areas

Ongoing contacts with local governments

*Cost savings




American Community Survey
Program Schedule

« ACS testing and development: 1996-2004

 ACS full implementation begins 2005

 First ACS data products, 2006; annually
updated data products each year
thereafter




Full Implementation

Implement a national sample of about

3 million addresses in every county,
American Indian and Alaska Native area, and
Hawailan Home Land in the United States,
and in Puerto Rico

*Provide profiles every year for communities
of 65,000 or more

*Provide 3-to 5-year cumulations for
communities of less than 65,000 population




Data for the Previous Year Released in the Summer of:

Population
Type of Data | Size of Area | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010+

Annual estimates | >250,000

Annual estimates | 265,000

3-year averages | 220,000

5-year averages | Census Tract
and Block
Group*

Data reflect American Community Survey testing through 2004

* Census tracts are small, relatively permanent statistical subdivisions of a county averaging about 4,000 inhabitants.
Census block groups generally contain between 600 and 3,000 people. The smallest geographic level for which
data will be produced is the block group; the Census Bureau will not publish estimates for small numbers of people
or areas if there is a probability that an individual can be identified.




American Community Survey
Funding Update

 The President’s budget request included
$165 million for full implementation of the
ACS in FY '05.

*The Omnibus Appropriations Bill
included$146 million for ACS in FY '05.

 The President’s budget request for FY 06
included $169.9 million for ACS.
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2003 American Community Survey
Data Profile Highlights:

Matrative Profile | Reference hMag

Hote: The 2003 American Community Survey universe is limited to the househald population and excludes the population
living in inztitutions, callege dormitories, and other group gquarters.

General Characteristics - show more ==
Total population
hale
Female

Linder & years
18 years and over
G5 years and over

One race- Total
Wihite
Black or African American
American Indian and Alaska Mative
Asian
MHative Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander

Estimate
528,759
247 408
280,851

3.7
33,362
421,268
G3,347

520,674
161,226
311,611
2,469
16,347
424

shosy wpper and lovwer bounds s

Percent U.5.
100.0  100.0%
45.9 48.9%
531 51.1%

0 36.0

6.3 7.0%
7a9.7 T4.3%
12.0 12.0%

425 G3.1%
305 TE1%
58.9 12.1%
0.5 0.8%
3.2 4.1%
01 01%
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Basic Counts [
Population

Disability

Education

Total Population:
B 2003

Sex and Age:
[ 2003

Age Groups:
R 2003

Householids with People Age 659 and Ower:
3 2003

Grandparents as Caregivers:
R 2003

Disahility Status:
B 2003

Educational fittainment:
B 2003

School Enroliment:
B 2003

Ranking of Percent of People with a Bachelor's Degree or Higher:
0 States | B Counties | B Places

Ranking of Percent of People who are High School Graduates or Higher:
0 States | B Counties | B Places




Selected Social Characteristics: 2003 Estimate Lower Bound Upper Bound

EDUCATIONAL ATTAIMMENT

Population 25 years and over 612,594 609,920 615,263
Less than 9th grace 23,709 17 935 29 483
Othto 12th grade, no diploms 25,700 21072 30328
High school graduste (including eguivalency) ar 540 7 544 a7 552
Some college, no degres a5 BO6 76,019 95373
Aszociate degres KERET M 282 45 092
Bachelar's degree 166,296 157 423 175,169
Graduste or professional degres 185 458 174277 196 539

Percent high 2chool graduste or higher 149 any 932
Percent bachelor's degree ot higher a4 552 fay

MARITAL STATUS

Male= 15 years and over 339,766 338,547 340,985
Mever martied 101,721 95 086 108 356
Mo miartied, except separsted 209 637 202 034 217 240
Separated 5,505 3496 7804
Widdowed SATE 413 934
Divorced 17,237 13,825 20649

Females 15 years and over 377,006 375,738 3224
Mever martied 03,184 837 104 531
Mo miartied, except separsted 204 990 196 994 212 986
Separated 9,174 B354 12014
Widdowed 28,554 24918 32,200
Divorced 36,094 30632 41 SBE
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R 2003
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American Community Survey - Ranking Tables
You are here: hlain ¢ Al Data Setz b Banking Tables ¢ Results

| Print / Download | Related Items

Counties within United States

! Percent of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed a Bachelor's Degree:
for states 2003

for counties
for places

View this table...

W . Universe: Population 25 years and over
2003 American Community Survey Summary Tabhles

from 2003

from 2002 MOTE. Data are limited to the household population and exclude the population living in institutions, college

dormitories, and other group gquarters. For information on confidertiality protection, sampling error,
nonsampling errar, and definitions, see Survey Methodalogy .

writh statistical

significance
Rank [+ | County Percent Lower Bound Upper Bound

Mortgomery County, kD a7 4 552 597
Fairfax County, W& 263 245 S50
Boulder County, CO 6.0 514 0.0
Howvard County, WD 246 a0.3 555
Mesay Yark Courty, MY 523 2048 538
Washtenaswy Courty, bl a0s 47 2 5389
John=on County, KS S04 47 5 532
Collin County, TH 4385 46.0 51.5
Zan Francizco County, CA 436 47 .5 497
=omerzet County, B 452 44 5 516
Middlezex County, b 47.0 454 43 6
Marriz Courty, MJ 467 44 2 493
Morfalk County, b, 46.6 44 1 49 2
Wigke Courty, MC 45 6 434 475
DuPage County, IL 450 430 459
Dane Courty, v 44 8 422 47.0
District of Columbia, D 442 430 453
Santa Clara County, CA 441 425 457
Westchester County, MY 4389 4149 45.0

View...

az a chart

the statistiu:aI-
significance of thiz
data (Excel format)

Other tables...

Select another
ranking takble

(=Rt W= R T R

ala ala alalalalala
W0~ m | L kD = O D




American Community Survey - Ranking Tables
You are here: hain ¢ All Data Sets ¢ Ranking Takles ¢ Results

| Print | Related Items

T e Counties within United States

' Percent of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed a Bachelor's Degree:
2003

8 Universe: Population 25 years and over

2003 American Community Survey Summary Tahles

for states |
for counties

for places

from 2003

framm 2002 MOTE. Data are limited to the household population and exclude the population living in institutions, college dormitories, and
— other group guarters. Far infarmation on confidentiality protection, sampling errar, nonzampling error, and definitionsz, see

Survey Methodalagy.
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Johnson Courty, KS —+—
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San Francisco County, A8 !
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[
[
[
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Other tables...
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2003 American Community Survey data:

Hote: Data are limited to the howsehold population and excludes the population living ininstitutions, college dormitories | and
other group guarters. For more information on confidentislity protection, zampling errar, nonzampling error, and definitions,
see Survey Methodology .

Basic Counts | Total Population:
Population ER 2003 | B 2003 and priar years

Sex and Age:
En 2003 | B 2003 and prior years

Age Groups:
En 2003 | B9 2003 and priot years

Households with People Age 65 and Owver:
B 2003 | B 2003 and priar years

Grandparents as Caregivers:
En 2003 | B9 2003 and priot years

Disahility Disahility Status:
B 2003

Education Educational Attainment: l
B 2003 | B 2003 and priar years

School Enroliment:
En 2003 | B9 2003 and priot years

Ranking of Percent of People with a Bachelor's Degree or Higher:
@ States | B Counties | B Places

Ranking of Percent of People who are High School Graduates or Higher:
B States | B Counties | B Places




Selected Social Characteristics

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
Population 25 years and over
Lezz than 9th grade
Oth to 12th grade, no diploms
High zchool graduate (including eguivalency)
Zame callege, no degres
Azsociste degree
Bachelar's degree
Graduate or professional degree

Percent high achoal graduate or higher
Percent bachelor's degree or higher

MARITAL STATUS
Males 15 years and over
Mever married

Mawy married, except zeparated
Zeparated

Widowed

Divvarced

Females 15 years and over
Mever married
Mawy married, except zeparated
Zeparated
Widowed
Divvarced

FERTILITY

Humber of women 15 to 50 years old who
had a birth in the past 12 months

Unimarried wamen Cwidoweed, divarced, and never
married]

Per 1,000 unmarried women

2003
Percent
Digtribution

6,080,378
14 &%
11 46%
20 96%,
19 06%

5 95%
16.27%
9.61%

739
279

3,625,667
55.15%,
50 56%

1.97%
2.01%
7.02%

3,798,121
51 59%
46.15%,

3.79%
8.05%
10.13%

125,270

Fa.75%
33

2002
Percent
Digtribution

5,997,256
14 6%
11 55%
20.23%
20.34%

B.25%
15.02%
5.93%

738
2ra

3,589,920
35 .55%
50.52%

2.00%
2.25%
BET%

3,758,194
31 B0%
45 52%

3FT%
B.41%
10.40%

151,784

26.71%
30

2001
Percent
Distribution

5,783,724
13.95%

14 36%
19.21%
19.838%
B.09%

17 40%
9.11%

.y
265

3,467,484
37 39%
50.93%

1.95%
2.05%
TAT%

3,641,946
30.98%
47 20%

363%
5.31%
9.59%

2000
Percent
Digtribution

5,754,558
14 56%

14 36%

19 60%
19.34%
B.76%
16.65%
B.73%

1.1
254

3,454,372
37 85%
50.39%

2.40%
1.99%
B.57%

3,633,988
31 .02%
46.73%

361%
BET%
9.97%

173,282

35.05%
45
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Data Sets

You are here: hiain * All Data Sets Load Guery | Clear all zelections

B Select a program

American Community
Survey

The American Community Survey is a way to provide the data

communities need every year instead of once in ten years. |t is
an on-going survey that the Census Bureau plans will replace
the long form in the 2010 Census. maore...

= American Community Survey Main Page

» Qalty Measures
* Public Use Microdata Samgple (PUMS -
dowwnload data and wvieve documentation

ﬂ Explain Table and Map Formats

+ 2003 American Community Survey B Select from the fallowing options:

The 2003 Summary Tahles include estimates of demodraphic and economic
characteristics of people, households and housing units for every state in the —Data_ Profiles
Mation, most areas with a population of 250,000 or more, and selected areas hulti- Year Profiles
of 65,000 ar mare. The tables include housing units, both occupied and Ranking Tables
vacant.

Detailed Tahles

" 2002 American Community Survey Beference Maps
meterence Maps

The 2002 Summary Tahles include estimates of demodraphic and economic
characteristics of people, households and housing units for every state in the Enter a3 table number
Mation, most areas with a population of 250,000 or more, and selected areas List all takles

of 65,000 or maore. The tables include housing units, both occupied and
vacant. Download PLUMS data

Ahout this data set

Uzer Motice of Dropped Tables
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AMERICAN
COMMUNITY
SURVEY

DATA TABLES | RANKING TABLES | PUBLIC USE MCRODATA | SURVEY Basics | USING THEDATA I, p NcFD METHODOLOGY

Census =ACS Home > Using the Data > Quality Measures

Using the Data: Quality Measures

LR e ke The quality measures provided in this section illustrate the steps the Census Bureau takes to ensure that ACS survey data
are accurate and reliable,

Using the Data Main

Understanding Change Profiles 1. How large was the sample used to produce the 3. What was the response to the survey?

ACS estimates?
Subject Definitions

Accuracy of the Data Sample Size: oelact NatiunfStatej m

Quality Measures
Sample Size:
Data

Definitions How complete were the data used to produce a
Coverage Rates:

Doty . How well does the ACS cover the population? specific estimate?

Definiions
Re Rates: - . -

sponse Rates Coverage Rates: | SelectNation/State | [ Item &llocation Rates: | Select Nation/State »| [

Definitions o
Item Allocation Rates: Coverage Rates Definitions Item Allocation Rates Definitions

Data

Definiions

Response Rates: | Select NatiDnIStatej E

Response Rates Definitions

Sample Size Definitions

Ervata The ACS produces survey data each year to measure key social, economic, and housing characteristics about the U.S,
- population. The four guestions above identify four important aspects of survey quality, These quality measures are
Geography Explanation produced annually to accompany each ACS data release and describe the quality of those data. The quality measures are
available at national and state levels, Clicking on "definitions" will pravide additional information on each of these
measures, including why the measure is important and how it was calculated,

Past Motices ACS

Past Notices Suppl. Surveys




For More Information

American Community Survey Web site
(Www.census.gov/acs/www)

Call us at: 1-888-346-9682

E-mail us at;:
cmo.acs@census.gov

Subscribe to the ACS Alert




