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What is Copyright?  
Protection of:

Literary works
Music
Dramatic works
Artwork
Audiovisual works



Copyright does not extend 
protection to an:

Idea or concept
Procedure, process or system
Useful or functional item  
Name, title, slogan or short phrase
Format, layout or blank form



Copyright Office Timeline
First Federal Copyright law enacted in 1790

In 1870, copyright functions centralized in Library 
of Congress

Copyright office established in 1897

Today, staff  of 500 process approx. ½ mill 
registrations



Securing Protection

Automatic upon creation
Registration with Copyright Office ensures legal 
benefits

• Establishes public record

• Required for infringement suit

• Prima facie evidence of validity

• Attorney’s fees & statutory damages



Registration Procedure:

Completed application

$45 check /money order

Copy of work

•1 copy if unpublished

•2 copies if published

Registration is effective on date 
of receipt



The Rights of Copyright Are:

To reproduce copies
To distribute copies

To perform /display the work 
publicly

To prepare derivative works



Limitations on Rights:

Statutory Limitations 
Fair Use Guidelines- section 107

Section 108 Library exemption



Methods of Approaching a 
Copyright Investigation

Copyright office registration records are 
alphabetical, cross-referenced by: 

title 
author
publisher, if published
claimant, if other than author or publisher

and include 

original registrations 
renewals
transfer documents, or licensing agreements



Information Needed

Title of the work, including any variants
Names of author(s) including possible 
pseudonym(s)
Name of probable copyright owner, which may be 
the publisher or producer
Approximate year when work was published or 
registered
Type of work involved (book, play, photograph, 
sound recording, etc.)
Title and bibliographic information of collective 
work in which the work appeared, if applicable
Registration number & any other copyright data





Duration of Copyright Protection
Works first published or registered before 1978, term of 
protection is 28 years from first publication.

Renewal was due within the last 28th calendar year to     
extend the protection an additional 67 years.

Extension in renewal term is automatic; there is only one 
renewal filing.

Works originally copyrighted between Jan 1, 1964 and         
Dec 31, 1977 are renewed automatically.  Renewal filing is 
optional.

After 1978, the term of protection is life of the author        
plus 70 years.



A derivative work is a work that is based on, or 
incorporates, an existing work.

Examples of derivative works:
translation
dramatization
musical arrangement
fictionalization
condensation 

To create a derivative work, you must secure permission 
from the owner of the work being used.

Derivative Works









Registration records are not arranged by subject

Registration records do not use ISBN or LCCN

Copyright does not protect names or titles

Copyright office does not conduct comparative searches        
to determine infringement

Copyright Office does not maintain a list of public domain 
works

Points to Remember...



Works published with notice before 1978 may be registered 
at any time within the first 28-year term.

Works copyrighted between January 1, 1964, and December 
31, 1977, are affected by the Copyright Renewal Act of 1992, 
which automatically extends the copyright term and makes 
renewal registrations optional.

Works under copyright protection on or after January 1, 
1978 may be registered at any time during the term of 
protection, but registration is not a condition of protection.

…Keep in Mind...



Since searches are  limited to completed and cataloged 
registrations, a search report may not cover recent 
registrations where a catalog record is not yet available.

The information in the search request may not have been 
complete or specific enough to identify the work.

The work may have been registered under a different title,      
or as part of  a larger work.

…And don’t forget



Contacts

www.copyright.gov
Copyright Information Office (202) 

707-5959/ copyinfo@loc.gov

Reference & Bibliography search 
(202) 707-6850/ 
copysearch@loc.gov

Certifications & Documents 
(202)707-6787/ copycerts@loc.gov

mailto:copyinfo@loc.gov
mailto:copysearch@loc.gov
mailto:copycerts@loc.gov
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