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Overview

• Vision of land-grant education
• Morrill Land-Grant Act of 1862
• Land-grant institution curricular emphases 
• Morrill Land-Grant Act of 1890
• Land-grant program social and economic 

impacts, including race and gender issues 
• Land-grant institutions and the FDLP
• Conclusions and discussion



Morrill’s Vision: Land-Grant Colleges

“The colleges were founded out of protest 
against the limited opportunities in both 
curriculum and admissions available in the 
traditional classical college.  The wide-spread 
national interest in practical education for the 
sons and daughters of the working class (which 
then included all but the very wealthy) led to the 
passage by the Federal Congress of the so-
called  Morrill Act of 1862”

Edward D. Eddy, Colleges for Our Land and 
Time: The Land Grant Idea in American Education

House Report 1962



Celebrating the Vision of Representative 
Justin Smith Morrill of Vermont

House document 1908



The First Morrill Act: 
An Act Donating Public Lands to the several States and 
Territories which may provide Colleges for the Benefit of 

Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts (July 12, 1862)

• Grant to the States public lands to be sold to create 
perpetual funds to endow and maintain colleges “where 
the leading object shall be, without excluding other 
scientific and classical studies, and including military 
tactics, to teach such branches of learning as are related 
to agriculture and the mechanic arts”

• Provide that no land grant funds may be used for 
buildings, but may be used to purchase lands for sites or 
experimental farms  

• Restrict entitlement to funds to States not in rebellion or 
insurrection against the U.S. government



Lands Granted 1862-76 under the First 
Morrill Act

House document 1898



Accepting the Grant of Land



Importance of Land-Grant Institutions to 
Agriculture

“The grant was intended for the benefit of farmers; for 
those whose leisure or whose means do not allow them 
to pursue an extended course of study in existing 
schools, and who design to follow the business of 
farming. It does, indeed, provide the means for 
becoming skillful in the mechanic arts, but the masses in 
our country are farmers, and farming is the foundation 
on which our national prosperity rests. It was intended to 
give dignity to labor; to elevate it above mere drudgery 
and routine, and to render it intelligent.”

Annual Report of the Commissioner of Agriculture, 1867

House executive document 1867



Importance of Land-Grant Institutions to 
Agriculture

House document 1898 



Importance of Land-Grant Institutions to 
Mechanical Arts

"The old system of apprenticeship is rapidly becoming a thing of the 
past, and it is now almost impossible for a boy to learn a trade in any
modern shop or factory.  This is owing largely to the introduction of 
special machinery, necessitating special workmen to manage it, and
the workmen who has learned to run a machine of this kind is kept at
that work, as being most profitable to his employer.  His practical
knowledge of other methods and machines is, therefore, confined to 
narrow limits, and should a vacancy occur in a superior position, he is
not fitted for the place, from the fact of his being unacquainted with
other practical parts connected with his trade, the manipulations and
principles involved in which he has not had an opportunity to learn.
[The practical mechanics department] has for its object a systematic 
and progressive education in the use of tools and materials, combined 
with as much theoretical knowledge as shall be deemed necessary to
explain the principles involved.”
Ninth Annual Register of the State Agricultural College, Fort Collins, Colo., 1887-88

Senate executive document 1880



House document 1898

Importance of Land-Grant Institutions to the
Mechanical Arts



Military Training at Land-Grant Institutions

• First Morrill Act required instruction in 
military tactics

• Military training at land grant institutions 
produced 100,000 men who served in 
WW I and 50%-70% of ROTC 
commissions between 1920-1941

• Role in preparedness for WW II

Senate Report 1960



Importance of Land-Grant Institutions to 
Military Training

Senate Document 1939



Second Morrill Act:
An act to apply a portion of the proceeds of the 

public lands to the more complete endowment and 
support of the colleges for the benefit of agriculture 

and the mechanic arts (Aug. 30, 1890)

• Authorize annual appropriations to all States and 
territories (including former slave States) for 
existing land-grant colleges and additional 
schools to be established in accordance with 
1862 law

• Specify instructional areas for use of grant funds
• Prohibit racial discrimination, but allow separate 

but equal facilities  



Separate but Equal

• 16 States and border States established 
separate colleges for African Americans to 
qualify for Morrill Act funds

• Brown v. Board of Education (1954) repudiated 
“separate but equal” doctrine 

• By 1962 ,18 of 32 previously segregated land-
grant institutions had desegregated

House Report 1962



Michigan Agricultural College: 
Agricultural Course

House executive document 1893



Oregon Agricultural College:
Agronomy Building

House document 1908



Importance of Land-Grant Institutions to 
Science

“The marvelous developments of science during the last twenty years 
have led to a demand for the possession of technical knowledge on the
part of chemists, civil and mining engineers, manufacturers, and
architects, which could not have been generally anticipated at the time
of passage of this law. Fortunately…there were among its advocates
and promoters, some who realized that a new era had dawned upon
the world; and who, awake to the ever growing developments of 
scientific discovery, were far-sighed and wise enough to insist upon 
the inclusion of the two clauses which gave power to these new 
institutions to adapt themselves to the new educational needs…”

Senate executive document 1880



House document 1898

Importance of Land-Grant Institutions to 
Science



Co-education in Land-Grant Institutions

“Purpose is to afford the young men and women 
of Indiana an opportunity to acquire a good 
collegiate education in Mathematics, Science, 
Literature and Art, and at the same time to 
secure instruction and practice in such lines of 
work that will fit them to engage in the practical 
industries.”

Purdue Annual Register 1890-91



From Vision to Reality

Senate executive document 1882



Co-education in Land-Grant Institutions

• Democratic inclusiveness
• "Instruction in the industries for women is 

included in instruction in agriculture and 
mechanic arts"

• Recognition of the significance and influence of 
the home

• “Agriculture for the boys and horticulture for the 
girls"

• Physical management of household to home as 
social institution



Nebraska School of Agriculture: Home 
Economics Building

House document 1908



University of Wyoming: Women’s Hall

House document 1908



Land-Grant Institutions Through the Years: 
1927

Occupation of 
Graduates of 19 land-
grant institutions:
78% of agricultural 
graduates were 
engaged in pursuits 
for which their 
professional and 
technical training 
prepared them

House document 1927



Land-Grant Institutions Through the Years: 
1960

• Constitute fewer than 5% of U.S. higher ed institutions, 
but enroll 21% of all students in 4-year institutions

• Grant 56% of all doctorate degrees and 50% of all 
master’s degrees in basic biological sciences

• Grant undergrad degrees to 37% of all students who go 
on to study medicine, veterinary medicine, or dentistry

• Grant 30% of all master’s degrees and 39% of all 
doctorate degrees in mathematics

• Grant undergrad degrees to 41% of all engineers

Senate report 1960



Land-Grant Institutions Through the Years: 
1978

“Factors that influence faculty in a land grant 
college of agriculture to do the research they 
choose to do can be grouped around the 
following areas:
• A scientist’s quest for knowledge
• Funding
• Academic socialization
• Sensitivity to pressing social needs”

Hearing 1978



44 USC 1906

“And provided further, that all land grant 
colleges shall be constituted as 
depositories for public documents, subject 
to the provisions and limitations of the 
depository laws.”

Act of Mar. 1, 1907 (59 P.L. 
153; 59 Cong. Ch. 2284; 34 Stat. 
1012); enacted bill 59 S. 8510



Land Grant Libraries in FDLP: Significance

• Opportunity for State-Federal cooperation 
• Contribute to building an informed citizenry 
• Release previously-designated depositories, 

allowing additional libraries to attain depository 
status 

• Bolster library collections at no cost 
• Strengthen collections in support of curricular 

areas 



Government Information: Importance to 
Land-Grant Institutions

• Scientific and technical information
• Agricultural policy information
• Research reports and data 
• Maps and charts 
• Primary sources 
• Information about the land-grant system 



Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical 
College: Library Hall

Senate Document 1903



Cornell University: Horticultural Library

House document 1900



Past and Present

• Land-grants and depositories have 
compatible missions 

• Unique, valuable primary sources on land 
grants are available through the FDLP 

• Information about land-grant institutions 
provides a lens into social, economic, and 
cultural aspects of the nation 



“Public access to Government information is 
the basic right of every citizen.”

Depository Library 
Program: Providing 
citizens throughout the 
country “with equitable 
access to  Government 
information.”

Land Grant 
Institutions: 
“Democracy’s 
Colleges”



For Further Information…

Please contact us:

Marianne Ryan
marianne@purdue.edu

Catherine Jervey
catherine.jervey@lexisnexis.com
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