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Liaison Activities at Your Library Liaison Activities at Your Library 
(and Ours!)(and Ours!)



Liaison ActivitiesLiaison Activities

The New Government Information Librarian: The New Government Information Librarian: 
A Liaison to the LiaisonsA Liaison to the Liaisons

Team teaching Team teaching 
Providing updates on NEW government Providing updates on NEW government 
resources to subject liaisons resources to subject liaisons 
Collaborating on subjectCollaborating on subject--specific specific 
government resources for web pages, government resources for web pages, 
classes, and handoutsclasses, and handouts



Team Teaching Example: Team Teaching Example: 
Environmental Studies 101Environmental Studies 101

EnvironmentalEnvironmental--related Databases:related Databases:
–– Greenwire; Columbia Earthscape; Greenwire; Columbia Earthscape; 

Environmental Studies & Pollution Environmental Studies & Pollution 
ManagementManagement

GovernmentGovernment--Related Environmental Related Environmental 
Resources:Resources:
–– EPA: EPA: http://www.epa.govhttp://www.epa.gov//
–– NOAA: NOAA: http://www.noaa.gov/http://www.noaa.gov/
–– U.S. Geological Survey: U.S. Geological Survey: 

http://www.usgs.gov/http://www.usgs.gov/

http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.usgs.gov/








Providing Updates on NEW Providing Updates on NEW 
Government Resources to Subject Government Resources to Subject 
LiaisonsLiaisons





Collaborating on SubjectCollaborating on Subject--Specific Specific 
Government ResourcesGovernment Resources



Training the TrainersTraining the Trainers
Demystifying government information for Demystifying government information for 
colleaguescolleagues

Gov Info 101: Basic TrainingGov Info 101: Basic Training
Gateway to Government InformationGateway to Government Information
Where to Find It: Searching Tools  Where to Find It: Searching Tools  
State and Local ResourcesState and Local Resources
All Numbers All the Time (Statistics!)All Numbers All the Time (Statistics!)
Legislative Research Legislative Research –– Plain and Simple Plain and Simple 
Commercial DatabasesCommercial Databases



Gov Info 101: Basic TrainingGov Info 101: Basic Training







State & Local ResourcesState & Local Resources





Statistics from the Statistics from the GovernmentGovernment





Commercial Commercial DatabasesDatabases

Lexis/Nexis CongressionalLexis/Nexis Congressional
PAIS InternationalPAIS International
CQ Electronic LibraryCQ Electronic Library
Lexis/Nexis Primary Sources in US Lexis/Nexis Primary Sources in US 
Presidential History Presidential History 
Lexis/Nexis StatisticalLexis/Nexis Statistical







Legislative Information: Legislative Information: 
Plain & SimplePlain & Simple







Mainstreaming Government Mainstreaming Government 
Information in OneInformation in One--Shot Shot 
Instruction SessionsInstruction Sessions



Gov Info & The OneGov Info & The One--Shot Shot 
Instruction SessionInstruction Session

Consult with instructor to determine class Consult with instructor to determine class 
needs & assignment objectivesneeds & assignment objectives
Use gov info to compare primary & Use gov info to compare primary & 
secondary sourcessecondary sources
Use gov info websites to demonstrate Use gov info websites to demonstrate 
authoritative, comprehensive, current, authoritative, comprehensive, current, 
and/or accurate informationand/or accurate information



Criminal Justice 201Criminal Justice 201



CRJ 201: Introduction to CRJ 201: Introduction to 
CriminologyCriminology

Examination of the causes, types, and Examination of the causes, types, and 
distribution of crime in American society. distribution of crime in American society. 
Assignment: 3Assignment: 3--5 page paper on a specific 5 page paper on a specific 
crime including statistics on a national, crime including statistics on a national, 
state, local statistical sourcesstate, local statistical sources



CRJ 201 (Continued)CRJ 201 (Continued)

Uniform Crime Reports: Uniform Crime Reports: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htmhttp://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm
Nevada Department of Public Safety: Nevada Department of Public Safety: 
http://www.nvrepository.state.nv.us/ucr/crimejuhttp://www.nvrepository.state.nv.us/ucr/crimeju
stice.shtmlstice.shtml

LVMPD Crime Community Incident Map: LVMPD Crime Community Incident Map: 
http://www.lvmpd.com/crimeviewcommunity/http://www.lvmpd.com/crimeviewcommunity/

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm
http://www.nvrepository.state.nv.us/ucr/crimejustice.shtml
http://www.nvrepository.state.nv.us/ucr/crimejustice.shtml
http://www.lvmpd.com/crimeviewcommunity/












LVMPD Crime ViewLVMPD Crime View





Gov Info Promotion & OutreachGov Info Promotion & Outreach



Gov Info Promotion & OutreachGov Info Promotion & Outreach

Faculty/Grad SeminarsFaculty/Grad Seminars
Undergrad SeminarsUndergrad Seminars
Government Information Training DayGovernment Information Training Day
University Forum LectureUniversity Forum Lecture













The Future of Government The Future of Government 
InformationInformation



What’s Next???What’s Next???

BlogsBlogs
WikisWikis
Online TutorialsOnline Tutorials
RSS FeedsRSS Feeds
Digitization ProjectsDigitization Projects
Other Ideas?Other Ideas?







Questions, Suggestions, Questions, Suggestions, 
Comments, Ideas???Comments, Ideas???



Thank YouThank You



The Care and Weeding of Your Collection The Care and Weeding of Your Collection 

By Peter L. Kraus, MLSBy Peter L. Kraus, MLS
Associate Librarian, J. Willard Marriott Library, University of Associate Librarian, J. Willard Marriott Library, University of 

UtahUtah
peter.kraus@peter.kraus@utah.eduutah.edu



What I wish I knew What I wish I knew when I started when I started 
the whole darn thingthe whole darn thing



Why Weed ?Why Weed ?

►►MandatesMandates
►►Shelf Space / Organic CollectionShelf Space / Organic Collection
►►Superseded ItemsSuperseded Items

House CleaningHouse Cleaning
Replacement of Volumes / Newer EditionsReplacement of Volumes / Newer Editions



First things to considerFirst things to consider

►► Top down discussions (Director, Assoc Dir)Top down discussions (Director, Assoc Dir)
Get Support from the very top early on Get Support from the very top early on –– you will need ityou will need it

►► Explain clearly what is being doneExplain clearly what is being done

►► Title 44 : read it, know it Title 44 : read it, know it 

►► Faculty ConcernsFaculty Concerns
Have a prepared responseHave a prepared response

►► Your time Your time –– Teach, Desk hrs, other duties ?Teach, Desk hrs, other duties ?



Next StepNext Step

►► Review the GPO Superseded list ; first to go Review the GPO Superseded list ; first to go ––

►► Let your Regional know what you are up toLet your Regional know what you are up to

►► Share with your colleagues what is being done Share with your colleagues what is being done –– weeding weeding 
is not a crime is not a crime –– people have diverse ideas and thoughtspeople have diverse ideas and thoughts

►► Weeding should not be done in secrecyWeeding should not be done in secrecy

Develop a weeding policyDevelop a weeding policy
Avoid emotional entanglementsAvoid emotional entanglements



PreparationPreparation

►► Be open to the advice of colleagues Be open to the advice of colleagues –– inside and inside and 
outside your dept outside your dept –– talk to your subject specialiststalk to your subject specialists

►► Shelf space Shelf space –– Do you have to enough to store Do you have to enough to store 
items pulled from the collection ?  Space to store items pulled from the collection ?  Space to store 
material and space to process materialmaterial and space to process material

►► Staff Staff –– time / energy withdrawing recordstime / energy withdrawing records

►► Students Students –– pulling items pulling items –– time/other dutiestime/other duties



More PreparationMore Preparation

►► Money Money –– boxes, tape..etcboxes, tape..etc
►► Space Space –– where do we pack?where do we pack?

Do you have an area to process incoming Do you have an area to process incoming 
materials and process outgoing materials?materials and process outgoing materials?

►►Overtime, if neededOvertime, if needed
►► Who takes the boxes to the mail room Who takes the boxes to the mail room ––

weight allowancesweight allowances
►► Expect the unexpected Expect the unexpected -- AlwaysAlways



It beginsIt begins
►► Our friends in need (Hawaii)Our friends in need (Hawaii)
►► Your neighbors (UVSC example)Your neighbors (UVSC example)
►► GPO (they are going home)GPO (they are going home)
►► The RegionalThe Regional
►► CRL ?CRL ?

Foreign MaterialsForeign Materials

►► Special Collections at home Special Collections at home –– University of the Deseret exampleUniversity of the Deseret example
Know your schools history Know your schools history –– really look at materialreally look at material
Duplicate copies Duplicate copies –– UU Western Americana CollectionUU Western Americana Collection

►► Don’t forget your law library (if you have one)Don’t forget your law library (if you have one)

►► Other listOther list--serves (be proserves (be pro--active)active)



Dealing with Multiple AsksDealing with Multiple Asks

►► Who are your friends from the past?Who are your friends from the past?

►► Postage: to charge or not to charge ?Postage: to charge or not to charge ?

►► Invoicing Invoicing –– is it worth it?is it worth it?

►► Know the rules of your budget officerKnow the rules of your budget officer



DisposalDisposal

►► If you have toIf you have to

►► Mark as neededMark as needed

►► Watch out for the dumpster diverWatch out for the dumpster diver
Have a response readyHave a response ready



Questions?Questions?

►► Peter Kraus, Peter.Kraus@utah.eduPeter Kraus, Peter.Kraus@utah.edu
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