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History:
Rush Rhees Library has been a FDL since 
1880
Selection rate prior 1982 was almost 100%
After 1982 review, the selection rate 
decreased to 76%
In 2005, the selection rate was 67%



You Can Do It: Rush Rhees Library Collection Review

Reasons for the collection review of the 
federal documents collection

To have the collection in better alignment with 
the curriculum and research needs of the 
university community. 
To accommodate the changes in the library: 
• Building renovation
• Off-Site shelving facility
• Consolidation of two service desks.
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Working Group:

1 Associate Dean of the Library
1 Collection Development Librarian
7 Subject Librarians
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Implementation Plan:
Draft a mission statement and federal 
government documents collection 
development policy
Create a master list for the library’s selection 
profile
Create a government department assignment 
list
Develop and test the project procedures
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Goals:
Re-evaluate the entire collection
Weed items that don’t support the academic 
needs of the university

Determine which essential documents should 
remain within the library building and which 
should be sent to the off-site shelving facility.

Engage the subject librarians
Prepare for the 2007 FDLP selection 
updates 
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Tool packet:  
1. Government Documents Collection Review Introduction
2. Personalized Portion of the Master List
3. Explanation for the Master List
4. The Rush Rhees Library Federal Documents Collection Level 

Overview by Government Department
5. Government Department Assignment List
6. List of Classes of US Gov. Publications Available for Selection 

by Depository Libraries
7. Blank worksheets

For details, check the following link
http://docushare.lib.rochester.edu/docushare/dsweb/View/Collection-2965
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Master List:
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Collection Level Overview by Federal Government Department
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Government Department Assignment List
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Procedures:
1. Divided 59 federal government departments and 

assigned to 14 subject librarians
2. Called a meeting of  the subject librarians on 12/7/05
3. Handed out the tool packet to the librarians 
4. Demo on useful websites
5. Troubleshooting and tips
6. Librarians marked individual decisions on their own 

copies of the master list
7. Submitted the decisions to the Collection 

Development Librarian by  2/1/06. 
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RESULTS:

Collection: 
920 shelves (63%) remain
531 shelves (32%) selected for transfer to offsite location
93 shelves (5%)  selected for withdrawal

Selection:
Before Review: 67%
After review: 57%
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Contact Information:

Kathy Wu
Government Information Librarian

585-273-5322
Email: kathyw@library.rochester.edu
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