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Future of Tangible Publications

Distribution of tangible publications 
remains an important part of the FDLP
Depositories may wish to retain and provide 
access to a tangible collection
Need to include tangible publications in 
collection development and management 
plans



Tools

Basic Collection
Core Collection
Essential Titles
Superseded List
Substitution List

CGP    
Needs & Offers
WebTech Notes 
Documents Data Miner 2

Coll Dev on the Desktop



Basic Collection

Federal publications that should be 
accessible in all depository collections 
Examples: Economic Indicators, CFR, 
Statutes at large
Must provide access to these titles
Determine if electronic or tangible access is 
best for your users



Core Collections

Suggested titles by library type 
Developed by depository librarians
Depositories are not required to select but 
can be a useful tool for collection 
development
Being revised with development of new 
Handbook



Essential Titles

Contain critical information about the 
activities of the U.S. Government or are 
important reference publications for 
libraries and the public 
Developed using input provided by the 
depository library community



Essential Titles

Will remain available in print for 
depositories as long as agency continues to 
publish in print format or if available 
through Sales Program in print format
Depositories are not required to select



Catalog of U.S. Government 
Publications

More than 500,000 records generated since 
July 1976 
Online counterpart of the Monthly Catalog 
of United States Government Publications
Will eventually include records for 
publications dating back to the late 1800s
E-mail up to 20 catalog records at a time to 
yourself 



WebTech Notes

Searchable source for 
information about changes 
to publications

SuDoc class corrections
Changes to item numbers
Format changes
Title changes
Discontinued titles

New titles are also listed



Superseded List

Identifies material that becomes obsolete or 
dated before end of normal 5 year period 
Superseded material can be discard without  
regional approval
Serve as guideline for type of material that 
can be superseded; not all titles that 
supersede are listed



Superseded List

Not required to discard superseded material
Consider the needs of users and collection 
development policies
If retain superseded material, mark them as 
“superseded” or “not current”



Superseded List

Apply guidelines 
when superseding 
titles not on the list



Substitution List

Permits depositories to replace tangible 
versions with electronic equivalents 
Electronic version must be complete, 
official, and permanently accessible 
Material less than 5 years old may be 
substituted with regional approval



Substitution List

List is not 
comprehensive.
When substituting a 
title not on the list, 
follow the guidelines



Substitution List

Consider user needs, usage patterns, 
research requirements, and collection 
development policy when substituting an 
electronic version
Depositories are not required to substitute 
electronic versions for the tangible



Needs and Offers

Facilitates collection development
Offer gifts and weeded publications to other 
depositories
Locate copies of needed titles
Offers must follow regional disposal 
procedures



Documents Data Miner 2

Database that searches
List of Classes
Item selection profiles
FDL Directory
Shipping lists
MARC records
Superseded List



Documents Data Miner 2

Able to export files from DDM2 for local use
Contains official data from GPO
Developed and maintained by Wichita State 
University



Coll Dev on the FDLP Desktop



Resources
Basic Collection: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/coll-
dev/basic-01.html
Core Collection: 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/pubs/fdlm/corelist.html
Essential Titles: 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/pubs/estitles.html
Superseded List: 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/pubs/suplist/index.html 
Substitution List: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/coll-
dev/subguide.html



Resources

CGP: http://catalog.gpo.gov/

Needs & Offers: 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/tools/needs_of/index.html
WebTech Notes: 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/tools/webtech.html
Documents Data Miner 2: 
http://govdoc.wichita.edu/ddm2/gdocframes.asp
Collection Development on the FDLP Desktop
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fdlp/coll-dev/index.html

http://govdoc.wichita.edu/ddm2/gdocframes.asp


Collection Development Policies

Why a written collection policy is needed
Elements of a collection development policy
Regionals and collection development 
policies 



A Collection Development Policy:

Defines users
Provides guidance for selecting/deselecting
Assists with planning
Helps with public relations
Defines cooperative efforts
Outlines service parameters



Policy Elements

Introductory section
Mission
Generalizations
Primary and secondary clientele
Programs supported by the collection
Community Profile



Mission

Why does the depository exist?
What need is the depository fulfilling?
Who is the depository serving?
How will the depository accomplish this?



Community Profile

Area you serve
Population

Age
Diversity
Income
Education

District characteristics
Business & industry
Schools/colleges
Other libraries
Primary occupations
Community organizations
Wired



Policy Elements (cont.)

Selection responsibility
Collection subject profile
Formats
Collection depth indicators
Physical location
Cooperative arrangements



Selected Housing Sites

Signed Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
When receiving library is under the purview of 
a different director from the designated 
depository’s

Sample in the Instructions (Exhibit H)
Termination clause



Policy Elements (cont.)

Access
Catalog, indexes
Service in an electronic environment

Maintenance
Weeding, superseding
Binding
Replacing



Policy Elements (cont.)

Anything else of local concern
Seeking historical publications
Multiple copies
Non-depository publications
Collection evaluation methods
Policy review
????



Coll Dev Policy for Regionals?

Defines users
Provides guidance for selecting/deselecting
Assists with planning
Helps with public relations
Defines cooperative efforts
Outlines service parameters



Policy: Part of a Larger Whole

Do not have to have separate policy for 
depository collection
If policy is part of the library’s policy:

Recognition of depository
Recognition of obligation to serve public
Community profile
Statement of which collections the policy 
covers or mention any exclusions



Coll Dev Policy for Core Collection

Policy that …
Describes why the collection is maintained
Who it serves
Definition of a core title
Criteria for selecting a title



Questions?

sebanues@gpo.gov
cetkin@gpo.gov

mailto:sebanues@gpo.gov
mailto:cetkin@gpo.gov
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