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Flash and Substance: Blogs as Alternative Sources
of Legal Information

on this site, the content is a good source

I can’t remember being aware of the of
blogs until the media began covering Wonkette's

ge of the Washi i blog. It would
not have occurred to me to look for legal content
in someone’s online diary.

In a relatively short span of years, blogs have become

for HHS statistics and insight from the secretary.
Officials of the D of H land
(DHS) contribute to the Leadership Journal, the blog
of the DHS. This site offers such items as transcripts
from public meetings and hearings, reports from

and ies, press rel and agency

such a part of our 1 that

one rarely has to explain that “blog™ means “Web

log,” and the blogosphere has become a virtual

destination for most of the online community at

one time or another. Once viewed as diarists, gossip
lumnists, and I writers, bloggers are

dits, experts, and, some

waould argue, journalists
This evolving focus on “serious™ content brings
ion. Not

statements,

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) blog,

Flow of the River (www.cpa.gov/flowoftheriver), is
ional and P d to some of

the other government blogs, as Deputy Administrator

Marcus Peacock muses about issues before the EPAL

Various agency documents are offered, including

quarterly management reports and EPA analysis of
1 bills proposed in Cong) A value-

benefits to the seekers of legal info
only are more blogs # topics of national or
waorldwide interest, but often they are repositories of
PDF scans of useful tidbits of legal information that
either are not offered through the conventional

e

added component on this site comes from its Insight
into why things at the EPA happen as they do.
The “You Asked” feature is particularly helpful.

e s R ey 200 I |







htt:/?wvwv.aadl .org/services/blog

http://acplinfo.blogspot.com/

http://southlakelibrary.blogspot.com/







= Technorati

. Bloglines
* Google Reader

http://govtinfo.org/

http://askalib.lib.purdue.edu/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/

http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/services/gov
-management/ask-a-librarian-general-question-




- Get it all together

One problem with IM is that the four
major ones (gchat, msn, aim, and
yahoo) and some of the minor ones
don’t all play together nicely.

In comes Meebo to the rescue.

Meebo is an IM aggregator that allows
you to access all your IM accounts
without installing an IM client.

- Bookmarks

Found that one or fifty interesting
website/s that you know you want to
look at later, only to bookmark it then
forget it?

Tame that ever growing laundry list of
bookmarks that are even now
languishing on your favorites or
bookmarks list.
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