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Alexander Hamilton Insight

• “The authorities essential to the common defense are 
these:  to raise armies; to build and equip fleets; to 
prescribe rules for the government of both; to direct their 
operations; to provide for their support. These powers 
ought to exist without limitation, because it is impossible 
to foresee or define the extent and variety of national 
exigencies, or the correspondent extent and variety of 
the means which may be necessary to satisfy them.  The 
circumstances that endanger the safety of nations are 
infinite, and for this reason no constitutional shackles 
can wisely be imposed on the power to which the care of 
it is committed.” (Federalist #23, 1787).
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Why Should I Care?

• Which of the following do you use, might use, or 
benefit from?  All involve space-based 
technologies

• Cell phones, ecommerce, WWW, ATMs, 
• International currency or stock market 

transactions
• Domestic or international news and sporting 

events
• Commercial airlines & container ships cargo

Why Should I Care?

• Police traffic, fire departments, 
ambulances, other emergency response 
personnel and activities

• Tracking storms like hurricanes
• Tracking criminals, lost children, relatives 

with Alzheimer’s
• Detecting troop and ship movements
• Monitoring foreign govt. and terrorist 

communications
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Why Should I Care?

• Monitoring and Verifying Arms Control 
Agreements

• Giving troops information on the physical terrain 
and environment they operate in

• Detecting and tracking incoming ballistic missiles 
flight paths while attempting to destroy such 
missiles

• Guiding precision guided weapons to targets
• Locating friendly or hostile ships at sea

• Proposed FY 2009 defense budget includes $10.7 billion 
for space-based capabilities including communications & 
early warning satellites plus $10.4 billion for ballistic 
missile defense systems.  

• This does not include intelligence collection whose 
budget is classified

• Approximately 90% of U.S. military communication 
assets are space-based

• Imagine living without these technologies and services if 
space-based satellites and communications were 
disrupted by hostile military action or long-term technical 
failure.
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Relevant Information Resource 
Producers

• Defense Department, including corporate 
publications and support offices e.g. 
Defense Science Board, DARPA

• Armed services branches and facilities 
e.g. Air Force Research Laboratory

• Military educational institutions e.g. Air 
University

• Intelligence agencies-e.g. National 
Reconnaissance Office

Relevant Information Resource 
Producers

• National Security Council
• NASA
• Congressional oversight committees
• Commissions
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United States Strategic Command
Unified military command responsible for defending the 

U.S. against strategic global strikes including space 
operations.

• www.stratcom.mil/
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Stratcom Activities-including missile warning, communications, 
navigation, weather, imagery, and signals intelligence

Missile Defense Agency
www.mda.mil/

• Responsible for developing and deploying 
a ballistic missile defense system to 
defend the U.S., its military forces, and 
allies against hostile ballistic missile 
attacks.
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Missile Defense Agency

Ballistic Missile Defense System Factsheet
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Annual DOD Report on Chinese Military Power 
http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS24358
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U.S. Air Force Space Command
www.afspc.af.mil/ Serves as the Air Force’s principal space policy 

organization.

High Frontier Journal
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Air Force Research Laboratory www.afrl.af.mil/
Conducts scientific and technological research for Air Force aerospace 

and cyberspace forces
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AFRL Webcast Videos

• Directed Energy Video
• Wallops Island Satellite Launch Video

Air University Center for Space Studies
http://space.au.af.mil/



13



14

Air University Research Information and Management 
System www.afresearch.org/
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Air & Space Power Journal
http://purl.access.gpo.gov/GPO/LPS25494
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U.S. Army Space & Missile Defense Command
www.smdc.army.mil/

(Serves as the Army’s key space policy organization)
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Excerpt from 2006 Army Space Master Plan

Army Space & Missile Defense Command Organizational 
Chart
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Ronald Reagan Ballistic Missile Defense Test Site
www.smdc.army.mil/RTS.html

Reagan Site Central Pacific equatorial location ideal for 
tracking foreign launches and observing space satellites.
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Netwarcom:  Naval Network Warfare Command 
www.netwarcom.navy.mil/

(Serves as the Navy’s key space policy organization)

Netwarcom Strategic Plan-Nov. 2007
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Presidential Directives and National Security Council Documents 
(Courtesy:  Federation of American Scientists)

www.fas.org/irp/offdocs/direct.html

National Security Decision Memorandum 306 (U.S.-Japan 
Space Cooperation)-1975
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National Security Presidential Directive 49 (U.S. National 
Space Policy)-2006

NASA History Office Space Policy Documents
http://hq.nasa.gov/office/pao/History/spdocs.html
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Future of U.S. Space Industrial Base (1992 report for 
Vice President’s Space Policy Advisory Board

National Reconnaissance Office www.nro.mil/
Responsible for operating U.S. reconnaissance satellites for the CIA 

and military
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NRO Factsheet

Project Corona Imagery (Dolon Airfield, Soviet Union-
Aug. 20, 1966)
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National Geospatial Intelligence Agency www.nga.mil/
Responsible for providing timely, accurate, and responsive geospatial 

intelligence to support national security.

March/April 2008 issue of NGA Newsletter Pathfinder
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Global Positioning System www.gps.gov/
Gateway for U.S. GPS activities

GPS Operations Center
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Concluding Quote

• “…while some might view that space can 
be kept a weapons-free sanctuary free of 
military systems, history tells us that each 
time new technological opportunities 
present themselves, nations invariably 
employ them to avoid being placed in an 
inferior position. (Secretary of the Air 
Force Verne Orr, 1984).


