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Objectives

OBJECTIVES

ÅHistory of Animal Welfare

ÅThe Animal Welfare Act and its Amendments

Å Introduction to AWIC

ÅDefine the 3Rs of Alternatives & Why They Matter

ÅOur Products & Services
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Early History of Animal Protection 
Legislation in the U.S.

1641 ҴҪBody of Libertiesҫ D9OK ;J=9L=< AF +9KK9;@MK=LLK  9Q !GDGFQ
AF;DM<=K ӧѺѳ Ҫ->> L@=Bruite!J=9LMJ=Kҫ

ҪNo man shall exercise any Tiranny or Cruelties 
towards any bruite Creature which are usuallie kept 

for mans use.ҫ

Illustration of cow from Edward Topsell, 
ҪThe history of four-footed beasts and 

serpentsҞҫ ѲѷѶѹ

https://archive.org/details/coloniallawsofma00mass/
https://archive.org/details/historyoffourfoo00tops/
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Early History of Animal Protection 
Legislation in the U.S.

1828 First state anti-cruelty lawpassed in New York

SECTION 26. Every person who shall 
maliciously kill, maim or wound any horse, 
ox or other cattle, or any sheep, belonging to 
another, or shall maliciously and cruelly 
beat or torture any such animal, whether 
belonging to himself or another, shall, upon 
conviction, be adjudged guilty of a 
misdemeanor.

William Sidney Mount, Bargaining for a Horse, 1835, NY Historical 
Society

https://www.animallaw.info/statute/new-york-revised-statutes-1829-title-6-section-26
http://digitalcollections.nyhistory.org/islandora/object/nyhs%3A1620
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Early History of Animal Protection 
Legislation in the U.S.

1873 $AJKL $=<=J9D D=?AKD9LAGFҟ Ҫ28-Hour Lawҫ

Postcardof unloading hogs, Union 
Stockyards, Chicago, 1912

https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/twenty-eight-hour-law
https://chuckmanchicagonostalgia.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/postcard-chicago-union-stock-yards-unloading-hogs-from-train-1912.jpg
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Early History of Animal Protection 
Legislation in the U.S.

1958 Humane Methods of Slaughter Actpassed

Bureau of Identification Photographic 
Library. [View of crew working in 
slaughter room of the Austin Abattoir], 
photograph, October 26, 1939

(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth123858/:accessed February 11, 2020), 
University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, 
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Austin History Center, Austin Public Library.

https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/humane-methods-slaughter-act
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth123858/:
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Early History of Animal Protection 
Legislation in the U.S.

1970 Horse Protection Actpassed

Tennessee Walking horse is put 
through its paces on a horse farm in 
October 1975. U.S. 

The Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) does 
regular checks at the farm to ensure 
the health of the animals. 

Featured image: USDA FLICKR

https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/horse-protection-act
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/6731272837/in/photolist-bfPxrv-bfPwUe-wNWjU7-wNZpbD-of17vA-w9FjnD-dV2d1B-od9VUj-x5G7gN-x5MMmG-ouqNqK
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Pepper Goes Missing

June 22, 1965

Sports Illustratedreports the story about 
Pepper, the Lakavagefamily's dalmatian that 
was stolen from their farm in Pennsylvania in 
June 1965 and sold to a research facility in 
New York City. Pepper's theft and eventual 
death prompts Rep. Joseph Resnick (D-NY) to 
introduce a Laboratory Animal Welfare bill in 
Congress, an early milestone in the history of 
the Animal Welfare Act.
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Animal Welfare Act
(Public Law 89-544)

August 24, 1966

Rep. Resnick's efforts lead to the 
passage of the (Laboratory) 
Animal Welfare Act, of which the 
stated intention is "to protect the 
owners of dogs and cats from 
theft of such pets and to prevent 
the sale or use of stolen dogs and 
cats for purposes of research and 
experimentation."

https://awahistory.nal.usda.gov/search/5250779
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Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of 1966
Public Law 89-544

ÅAuthorized Secretary of Agriculture to regulate transport, sale, and handling of 
animals pre-J=K=9J;@ GJ Ҫ>GJ GL@=J HMJHGK=Kҝҫ

ÅDefinedanimalas dogs, cats, nonhuman primates, guinea pigs, hamsters, and 
rabbits.

ÅEstablished licensing of dog and cat dealers.
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Animal Welfare Act of 1970
Public Law 91-579

ÅSecretary to develop regulations regarding record keeping and 
humane care and treatment of animals in or during commerce, 
exhibition, experimentation, and transport.

ÅClarified the definition of animals as all warm-blooded vertebrates 
except:

ïHorses not used in research 

ïFarm animals used for breeding, food, fiber, etc. 

ïRats of the genus Rattus and Mice of 

the genus Mus

ïBirds
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What About Animals Not 
Covered by The AWA?

Farm Animals

ÅGoverned through state and local laws

ÅScience-based animal care guidelines

ÅVoluntary third-party audits 

ÅAuditing companies/Certification programs

ïGlobal Animal Partnership

ïAmerican Humane

ïNational Dairy FARM Program

ïUnited Egg Producers Certified

https://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/animal-welfare-audit-and-certification-programs


Case of the Silver 
Spring Monkeys

ҪҡJ=;GJ<K K@GO=< L@9L L@= 9FAE9DK
had not received routine veterinary 
;9J= >GJ 9 H=JAG< G> Q=9JKҝ "Jҝ 29M:ҩK
?J9FL O9K KMKH=F<=< MFLADҡ @AK
D9:GJ9LGJQ ;GMD<ҡ<=EGFKLJ9L= L@9L
he could meet all the standards set 
forth in the Guide. 

29M:ҩK D9:GJ9LGJQ O9K F=N=J
restored, and the animals remained, 
by court order, in the custody of 
,'&ҡҫ
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Image sourced from: Loveandradio.org

https://static.wixstatic.com/media/b135e4_3a49dce2a27d436a805e53d1772dcd71~mv2.jpg/v1/fill/w_504,h_504,al_c,lg_1,q_90/b135e4_3a49dce2a27d436a805e53d1772dcd71~mv2.webp


University of Pennsylvania 
Head Injury Clinic

2@= 0=KMDLK G> -.00ҩK $AF<AF?Kҟ

ÅU Penn. was put on probation & the clinic was closed 
Å The chief veterinarian was fired 
ÅNew training programs for investigators and staff
ÅQuarterly progress reports to OPRR were required.

Although the Unnecessary Fuss publication by PETA grossly 
overstated the deficiencies in the Head Injury Clinic, OPRR 
did find several serious issues in violation of the Guide for 
!9J= 9F< 3K= G> *9:GJ9LGJQ FAE9DKҡ
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Charles R. McCarthy
Former Director, OPRR

http://www.onlineethics.org/cms/17252.asp x

http://www.onlineethics.org/cms/17252.aspx
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1985 Amendment: Improved Standards for Laboratory Animals 
December 23, 1985
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Sen. Robert Dole of Kansas

Food Security Act of 1985
Subtitle F, Animal Welfare, Public Law 99-198

Improved Standards for Laboratory Animals Act

ҪҡL@= >9JE :ADD ;GFL9AFK D=?AKD9LAGF
dealing with the humane treatment of 
animals. The main thrust of the bill is to 
minimize pain and distress suffered by 
animals used for experiments and 
tests. In so doing, biomedical research 
will gain in accuracy and humanity. We 
owe much to laboratory animals and that 
debt can best be repaid by good 
treatment and keeping painful 
=PH=JAE=FLK LG 9 EAFAEMEҝҫ


