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Coronavirus Policies

• Access limited to Naval Academy 
personnel.

• According to Dec. 29, 2020 letter 
from U.S. Navy Superintendent 
Vice-Admiral Sara Buck, 200 
upper class midshipmen may live 
with family, friends, or sponsors 
and commute to the academy 
during Spring 2021.

• Testing and quarantining 
protocols are being followed.

• 15% of brigade tested each 
week, fall semester positivity 
rate less than 1%; compared to 
4-10% rate for Anne Arundel 
County.

• Phased Coronavirus vaccines 
began January 14, 2021

• Many employees telework

• Instruction is hybrid



Background information located at Annapolis, 
MD

• The Naval Academy prepares young 
men and women to become 
professional officers of competence, 
character, and compassion in the U.S. 
Navy and Marine Corps. Naval 
Academy students are midshipmen on 
active duty in the U.S. Navy.

• They attend the academy for four 
years, graduating with bachelor of 
science degrees and commissions as 
ensigns in the Navy or second 
lieutenants in the Marine Corps. Naval 
Academy graduates serve at least five 
years in the Navy or Marine Corps.



USNA History 

• 1825-President John Quincy Adams 
urges congressional establishment 
of Naval Academy “for the 
formation of scientific and 
accomplished officers.”

• Through efforts of Navy Secretary 
George Bancroft, an academy was 
established, without congressional 
funding, on 10-acre army post Fort 
Severn in Annapolis, MD on Oct. 
10, 1845.

• Initial curriculum included 
mathematics and navigation, 
gunnery and steam, chemistry, 
English, natural philosophy, and 
French.

• 1850-Becomes U.S. Naval Academy. 
Midshipmen required to study for 
four years and train aboard ships 
each summer.

• Campus size increases from 10 to 
338 acres; enrollment increases 
from 50 to 4,500+



George Bancroft 1800-1891

• Secretary of the Navy, 1845-1846; 
later served as U.S. Ambassador to 
United Kingdom, Prussia/Germany.

• Prominent historian whose works 
included a 10-volume history of the 
U.S.  Placed importance on using 
original sources. Heavily influenced 
by German historical writing and 
methodology.

• USNA’s Bancroft Hall named for 
him.



Bancroft Hall 

• Residence for all 4,500+ 
midshipmen.

• 1,700 rooms

• 4.8 miles of corridors

• Midshipmen are grouped into 
companies of 150



Admissions Process

• Similar to West Point and other 
service academies. Going 
through Congress etc.

• Approximately 3,000 students 
qualify annually for USNA, 1,400 
receive appointments, and 1,200 
become Midshipmen.

• Sample physical fitness test 
requirements:



Prominent historical events

• 1853 Gas works construction 
completed.  USNA becomes one 
of earliest U.S. institutions to 
have central heat and light.

• 1853 Dept. of Astronomy, 
Navigation, and Surveying 
established.

• 1861-1865 Academy relocated 
to Newport, RI.

• 1873 U.S. Naval Institute 
founded to advance naval 
literary, professional, and 
scientific knowledge.

• 1882 Graduates authorized to 
enter U.S. Marine Corps.

• 1906 John Paul Jones body 
moved to Dahlgren Hall

• 1930 Naval Academy curriculum 
accredited by Association of 
American Universities



Prominent Historical events

• 1945-Dept. of Aviation established
• 1949-Wesley Brown (1927-2012) 

becomes first African-American 
graduate. Served in Korea and 
Vietnam and in Navy’s Civil 
Engineer Corps

• 1975 Engineering Studies complex 
completed and named for Admiral 
Hyman Rickover (1900-1986)-
directed original development of 
naval nuclear propulsion.

• 1976-1st women admitted-27% of 
current midshipmen are women

• 1980 First woman graduates
• 2006 Arabic and Chinese become 

new academic majors
• 2012 Cybersecurity becomes new 

major
• 2018 Senator John McCain buried 

in Naval Academy cemetery. Class 
of  1958



Prominent Naval Academy Graduates

• President Jimmy Carter-Class of 1947

• Anthony Principi-Sec. Veterans Affairs 2001-
2005 Class of 1967

• 5 Chairs of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

• Indiana U.S. Senator Todd Young-Class of 1995

• Numerous astronauts including Charles 
Bolden Class of 1968-NASA Administrator 
2009-2017

• New Jersey U.S. Rep. Mikie Sherrill-Class of 
1994

• Admiral Chester Nimitz-Class of 1905

• David Robinson-Class of 1987-NBA Center and 
philanthropist



Academics

• Core curriculum has three basic 
elements:

• Core requirements in engineering, 
natural sciences, the humanities 
and social sciences, to ensure that 
graduates are able to think 
critically

• Core academic courses and 
practical training to teach the 
leadership and professional skills 
required of Navy and Marine Corps 
officers

• An academic major that permits a 
midshipman to explore a discipline 
in some depth and prepare for 
graduate level work.

• Curriculum majors emphasize 
science, technology, engineering, & 
medicine (STEM)



USNA Majors





History Majors 











Naval Architecture & Ocean Engineering 
Courses





Oceanography Courses







Political Science Courses





Trident Scholar Program

• The Trident Scholar Program 
provides an opportunity for a 
select group of exceptionally 
capable midshipmen to engage 
in independent study and 
research during their senior 
year. Naval Academy faculty and 
other area specialists mentor the 
Trident Scholars helping them 
expand their knowledge and 
contribute to their fields of 
study.

• Website Trident Scholar Program 
:: Trident Scholar Program... 
(usna.edu) lists these scholars 
from 1964-present

https://www.usna.edu/TridentProgram/




View Midshipman Lee’s Presentation 



Trident Scholar Research can be viewed at 
http://discover.dtic.mil/

http://discover.dtic.mil/














U.S. Naval Academy Library Depository 0244 
SuDoc D 208.100’s







Midshipmen Letters Josiah 
Beckwith 1838-1911

Born in Litchfield, CT. Admitted to Naval Academy on February 1, 1853 
as member of class of 1858.  Resigned March 21, 1855, due to 

increasing conduct offenses including intoxication.  Attended Union 
College and Yale University Medical School. Practiced medicine in 

Charlston, NY 1866-1869 before returning  to Litchfield to take over 
family drug store following father’s in 1871.  Married in 1873 and he and 

his wife had three children.



Beckwith Letters Sent April 1853



Naval Academy Chapel Exterior 1873



Naval Chapel Interior 1874



Dec. 28, 2019 Naval Academy Chapel Wedding 
Photo of Henry Bond (2015 USNA Graduate) and 
Charlotte Pence Bond 



July 1982 Aerial Photo



1935 Map



Rickover Hall-January 1982



Admiral Chester Nimitz Bust-1980



Polar Exploration-Edwin Jesse DeHaven
(1816-1865) Papers



1850 Arctic Expedition Letters-Part 2



October 7, 1851 DeHaven Letter to Navy 
Dept. 



Seth Ackley (1845-1908) 1866 Class 
Photograph Album



1901 The Lucky Bag-Student periodical 
published from 1894-1970









U.S. Naval Academy Museum Museum Home 
Museum :: USNA

Model no. 3. English 20-Oared Admiral's Barge, c1695-1705
Scale: 3/5in = 1ft-0in (1:20). Large, opulent barges were routinely 
provided to Admirals in the Royal Navy following the successful 
conclusion of the War of the English Succession, also called King 
William's War (1689-97). They were used to ferry flag officers and their 
guests between ships and from ship to shore. Each admiral paid for the 
design and upkeep of his crew's uniforms. Here the principal passenger 
is not present; he (or she) would normally be seated in the "stern 
sheets" just forward of the helmsman.

https://www.usna.edu/Museum/index.php




Model No. 39. ROYAL WILLIAM, British First Rate, 100 guns (1719) Detail
Scale: 1/4in = 1ft-0in. A close-up view of the model's elaborate double 
equestrian figurehead. It represents the ship's namesake, King William III, 
clothed as a Roman Emperor and trampling asunder England's enemies, here 
represented by a Gorgon with snaky hair.
×
9 / 10



The Naval Academy Art Collection contains more than 1200 
paintings and pieces of sculpture representing the work of many 
notable artists. Among the artists whose works are represented 
in the collection are Michel F. Corn, Robert Salmon, Edward 
Savage, Gilbert Stuart, John Wesley Jarvis, Thomas Sully, N.C. 
Wyeth, and the sculptors Jean Antoine Houdon and Felix 
DeWeldon. The subjects are primarily naval ships, battles, and 
portraits. Often the paintings are contemporary with the ships or 
events that they depict, which adds historical interest to their 
artistic value.

When the Brooklyn Naval Lyceum and the Boston Naval Library 
and Institute were disbanded in 1888 and 1921 respectively, their 
accessions were donated to the Naval Academy and formed the 
nucleus of the present Museum Collection. Another notable 
collection, presented to the Naval Academy in 1940, is the 
thirteen Historical Marine Paintings of Edward Moran, some of 
which can be seen on the first deck of the Museum.





Elisha Kent Kane (1820-1857) Commanded Arctic 
Exploration Expeditions in 1850s-Lantern Slides





Birds Eye View of Annapolis, MD (1864)



U.S.S. Vincennes and Columbus in Japan’s Bay of 
Eddo (1846) Note Japanese ships blocking them.



Battle of Manila (1898)











Preble Hall Podcast Interview[s] historians, practitioners, military personnel, and other 
experts on a variety of naval history topics from ancient history to more current 

events.  SuDoc: D 214.513:AM 7





Shifley Lecture Series-Endowed lecture series with webcasts 
from 2013-2014 to present-October 17, 2019 Dr. Salvatore 
Mercogliano "Sealift: The Evolution of American Military Sea 
Strategy"





Sports 

• Both men and women 
participate in a variety of 
intercollegiate and club sports.

• Navy Football participates in the 
American Athletic Conference.  
Plays iconic annual game with 
Army and competes for 
Commander-in-Chief trophy

• 2019 football team went 11-2 
and beat Kansas State in 
AutoZone Liberty Bowl

• Joe Bellino (1960) and Roger 
Staubach (1963) won Heisman 
Trophy.

• Men’s and women’s basketball 
teams play in the Patriot League. 
Has made 11 NCAA tournament 
appearances with the most 
recent being 1998.  Made elite 8 
in 1986 before losing to Duke.



Additional Reading 

• Jack Sweetman. Revised by 
Thomas J. Cutler

• Naval Institute Press, 1995

• ISBN 13: 978-1557501431

• 311 pages



Benefits of Using U.S. Naval Academy 
Information Resources
• Learning how to be appointed to 

the U.S. Naval Academy.

• Gaining enhanced understanding 
of the historical and contemporary 
significance of this institution in 
American life and culture.

• Learning about this institution’s 
current educational and research 
activities.

• Gaining enhanced understanding 
and appreciation of individual 
USNA attendees and graduates.

• Learning about the experiences of 
relatives and friends who attending 
here.

• Understanding USNA’s physical 
environment and surroundings.

• Learning how USNA individuals and 
units are contributing to debate on 
issues affecting naval and maritime 
aspects of national security policy.



Questions?


