
Declutter, Curate, Refresh
Make a Big Impact with Small 

Changes at your Federal 
Depository Library



Background/ FDLP Journey



Background/ FDLP Journey



Declutter ● Weeding 

● Workflows

● Moving collections

● Clearing out old ways of 

thinking about government 

information!



Surprise! 



Cleaning Up Your Workflow



What’s your vision? What’s the goal/outcome for weeding?

Do you have a collection development policy?

Are you discarding outdated material?

Making space on the shelves?

Looking to move to less tangible and more digital documents?

Do you want to create a browsable collection keeping items that aren’t heavy reading?

Weeding with Purpose



Unexpected Documents



Digital Weeding
PURL Usage Report

Publication Date

Archived Websites Records

Agencies



Selection Profile
● As you’re weeding, note some item 

numbers

● Look at your collection at stats
○ What is circulating

○ Areas you’d like to build and expand or 

minimize

○ Demographics of your community

● Special offers from GPO

● Choosing tangible or digital?

● DDM3

● Using the Catalog of GP
○ Search by SuDoc Stem or item number



Enjoying Successes

http://drive.google.com/file/d/15bg6GL5ASLcN2A-bqn8t7ZME3WIp9wOt/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/15bg6GL5ASLcN2A-bqn8t7ZME3WIp9wOt/view


Guidance on Discards



Weeding, cataloging, shelf lists, discards & offers



Slow and Steady!

Decide what to nurture, create a 

plan, find your tools, keep 

working on it!

Slow & Steady

“Visualize big, but go small…” 

Kim Garzia, Library Specialist and Government 
documents technician, Jefferson College



Selection Profile



Enjoy Successes



Curate ● Find items of local interest

● Make items easy to browse

● Create new displaysLess is more 
Small is beautiful 

Love the local



Curate: Make it Pop!



Curate: Shelving Small Items

Jefferson College Library

Garden Grove Main



Curate: Browsing a collection

Leave 
Gaps!



Curate: Consistent Labeling



Curate: Access Database Labels

SuDoc List Date

List NumberItem Number

Date processed



Curate:Displays



Curate: Spaces

Jefferson College Library--First Floor--2018



Curate: Local, State, and Federal Government 
Documents

Jefferson County History Center: Archives & Research Room, Jefferson College Library





Curate: Collections & Access



Refresh
● Build excitement

● Create something new

● Refresh for your 

communityIn 2020 and Always



Refresh: COVID
Use your time for projects:

● Updating your Selection 

Profile

● Update your Gov Doc 

Collection Development 

Policy

● Write a Succession Plan

● Inventory

● Cleaning up catalog 

records



Refresh: COVID



Refresh: COVID



Refresh: COVID



Refresh: COVID



Refresh: COVID



Refresh: Guides and Webpages



Refresh: Social Media



Refresh: Exhibits



Refresh: Exhibits
Military Art
Census
Gov  Infographics
Maps
GPO Posters
Local Subjects
In-house posters



Refresh: New Web Page



Refresh: New Ways of Thinking



Refresh: your community



Refresh: your co-workers



Refresh: Gov Info 
Peeps

March 3rd, 2020



Refresh: FDLP friends



Measuring Impact:
● Stats

● Engagement

● Social media

● Your own enthusiasm

● Community enthusiasm 

Let me count the ways



Statistics        Engagement            Impact   
Garden Grove Main Library

Circulation

Social media

Interactions with the webpage 

Digital document clicks

Administrative Support

Jefferson College Library

Libguides, Videos/FB Posts

Circulation

Events & Exhibits

Passive Programming

Stakeholder Support



Challenges
● We aren’t full-time dedicated Gov Doc 

Librarians

● Working around daily library needs

● COVID

● Distrust of government

● Building support for program

● Keeping up with requirements & changes

● Cataloging challenges & Selective Status

Remember you aren’t alone!



Future Plans/ Staying Motivated

● Display on government conspiracy 

theories

● Systemwide grant programming

● #TBT Throwback Thursday

● Citizenship Corner/Veteran Resources 

Maps Exhibit, More Guides, Videos on 

Gov Info, Digital Records Project

● Weeding, State Bi-Centennial & Gov Docs



Resources & References
OC Public Library Government Document website https://www.ocpl.org/page/document-categories

Be a Voter https://www.ocpl.org/voter

More to come!

Cassandra Sargent

OC Public Libraries | Garden Grove Main Library

cassandra.sargent@occr.ocgov.com

714-530-0711

https://www.ocpl.org/page/document-categories
https://www.ocpl.org/voter
mailto:cassandra.sargent@occr.ocgov.com


Links & References for Jefferson College Library
Census 2020 Libguide https://libguides.jeffco.edu/census

Constitution Day Video https://www.facebook.com/JCLibrary/videos/2617913021856713/

Hybrid Depository Flies Like an Eagle GPO Spotlight https://www.fdlp.gov/all-newsletters/depository-library-spotlight/2247-

jefferson-college-library-in-hillsboro-missouri-hybrid-depository-library-flies-like-a-depository-eagle-serves-the-public

Little House and The Prairie in Missouri Exhibit featuring Government documents. https://vimeo.com/364312942

Celebrating 30 Years in the FDLP https://www.fdlp.gov/all-newsletters/community-insights/2151-jefferson-college-library-

celebrating-30-years-in-the-fdlp

Vote 2020 Libguide https://libguides.jeffco.edu/vote2020

Lisa Pritchard, Jefferson College Library, 636-481-3160, lpritcha@jeffco.edu, www.jeffco.edu/library

https://libguides.jeffco.edu/census
https://www.facebook.com/JCLibrary/videos/2617913021856713/
https://www.fdlp.gov/all-newsletters/depository-library-spotlight/2247-jefferson-college-library-in-hillsboro-missouri-hybrid-depository-library-flies-like-a-depository-eagle-serves-the-public
https://vimeo.com/364312942
https://www.fdlp.gov/all-newsletters/community-insights/2151-jefferson-college-library-celebrating-30-years-in-the-fdlp
https://libguides.jeffco.edu/vote2020
mailto:lpritcha@jeffco.edu


Questions?



Thank you!


