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What is Migration?
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NDSA Levels of Digital 
Preservation (2013)
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When to Migrate?

•

•

•
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GPO Digital Preservation & govinfo

•

•

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/
https://www.fdlp.gov/preservation/trusted-digital-repository-iso-16363-2012-audit-and-certification


Federal Depository Library Program

https://www.fdlp.gov |  https://catalog.gpo.gov |  https://www.govinfo.gov 

Why PDF Migration?
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Digital Preservation Coalition 'Bit List' of Digitally 
Endangered Species (2019)

•

•

•

•

https://www.dpconline.org/our-work/bit-list
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We want PDF/A, right?

•

•

•

•

•
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https://www.cendi.gov/publications/CENDI_PresFormats_WhitePaper_03092007.pdf
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What makes PDF/A more appropriate for long-term 
preservation?

•

•

•
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Are there risks to PDF/A Migration? 

Institutions must truly 
understand all significant 
properties before migration 
of data 
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Is Migration really the “solution” ? 
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PDF/A Continued
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PDF/A Specification
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ISO 19005

Electronic document file format for long-
term preservation
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Conformance

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Version
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Cases of Loss
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Image from Microsoft Word source file

Image from file created as PDF and conformed to PDF/A-2a with Adobe Acrobat DC

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/


Federal Depository Library Program

https://www.fdlp.gov |  https://catalog.gpo.gov |  https://www.govinfo.gov 

Image of embedded hyperspectral image in source PDF (version 1.5) file, where Interpolate key = “true.
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Image of embedded hyperspectral image in source PDF (version 

1.5) file, where Interpolate key = “true.

Image of embedded hyperspectral image in PDF/A-2a migrated 

with Adobe Acrobat DC.

Image of embedded hyperspectral image in PDF/A-2a migrated with 

callas pdfaPilot.

Image of embedded hyperspectral image in in PDF/A-2a migrated 

with PDFTron PDF/A Manager.
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Institutional Perspectives
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Depository Libraries

What you get is what you have

SPRUCE Digital Preservation Illustrations https://wiki.dpconline.org/, CC-BY-NC 3.0
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Research Institutions

•

•

•

Instructional preservation with 
creation

SPRUCE Digital Preservation Illustrations https://wiki.dpconline.org/, CC-BY-NC 3.0
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Introduction to Digital Preservation. University of Oxford. https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/digitalpreservation

Converting to PDF/A Format. Carleton University. https://gradstudents.carleton.ca/thesis-requirements/pdfa-formatting/ . Note: 

Carleton requires students deposit their theses as PDF/A.
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Format Considerations

•

•

•
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Resources
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Resources: Standards
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