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Introduction

• Law Library of Congress

Established by Congress in 1832. The world’s largest law library with 

over 2.65 million volumes of primary and secondary sources from 

nearly every jurisdiction in the world.

• Digital Resources Division (DRD)

Facilitates online access to the Law Library collection through 

digitization and digital collection management
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Today’s Agenda

• Past 
American Indian Constitutions and Military Legal Resources
Federal Register [1936-1993]
United States Code [1925-1988 supplements]

• Present (Ongoing)
Statutes at Large [1789-1950]
U.S. Treaties [1795-1984]
U.S. Reports [1754-2013]
Code of Federal Regulations [1938-1995]
Current Legal Reports
Legal Report Archive
Herencia: Centuries of Spanish Legal Documents

• Future
U.S. Congressional Serial Set
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American Indian Constitutions
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American Indian Constitutions
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American Indian Constitutions
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Military Legal Resources
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Federal Register
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Code of Federal Regulations
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U.S. Reports
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Search Results: Metadata and Facets
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United States Code



13

Statutes at Large
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U.S. Treaties
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• Current Research on FCIL Topics
“Current Legal Topics” and 
“Comprehensive Index of Legal 
Reports” on law.gov

• 2004 - Present
Reports published monthly on 
law.gov

• Collaboration with GPO
Full bibliographic records created 
by GPO. Reports also discoverable 
in CGP.

Virtual Civil Trials. Washington, D.C.: Law Library 
of Congress, 2020. https://www.loc.gov/law/help/ 
virtual-civil-trials/virtual-civil-trials.pdf

Current Legal Reports
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• Historical Research on FCIL Topics
“Publications of the Law Library of 
Congress” (loc.gov/collections)

• 1940s – 2010s 
600+ reports online now, more 
coming every quarter

• Collaboration with GPO
Full bibliographic records created 
by GPO. Reports also discoverable 
in CGP.

Financial Disclosure Laws for Foreign Legislatures. 
Washington, D.C.: Law Library of Congress, 1973. 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019668661/

Legal Report Archive
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• 2,400+ documents
Approximately 70% Spanish, 25% 
Latin, 5% Catalan

• All documents now online
“Spanish Legal Documents (15th-
19th Centuries)” (loc.gov/collections)

• By the People (crowd.loc.gov)
Approximately 1/3 now online for 
crowdsourced transcription at 
crowd.loc.gov

Statement issued by […] concerning members of the 
Bishopric of Albarracin's obligation to pay certain taxes 
called "diezmos" [i.e. one tenth] for pasturage rights. 
[November 26, 1734].

Herencia: Centuries of Spanish Legal 
Documents
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• First entirely non-English crowdsourcing project 
at LC
Phase 1 now online. Phases 2 and 3 coming soon.

https://crowd.loc.gov/

Herencia: Centuries of Spanish Legal 
Documents

https://crowd.loc.gov/
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• Official, bound collection 
of reports and documents 
of the House and Senate of 
the U.S. Congress

• Published from 1817 (15th 
Congress) to the present.

• Previous Congress’ documents 
published as the American State 
Papers

Serial Set Overview
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• Digitizing Serial Set volumes 
published from the 15th to 
the 103rd Congress (1817-
1995)
Approximately 15,735 
volumes
12 million pages

• 104th Congress (1996) –
Present are available through 
the GPO website

Serial Set Overview
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• Digitized a sampling of the 
Serial Set volumes
• 1,018 volumes
• 698,802 images

• The complete set of volumes 
issued during the 69th (1925-
1926) and 82nd (1951-1952) 
Congress

• Completed Winter 2019

• Being processed to match full 
digitization specifications

Serial Set Pilot Project
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• Law Library:
• Manages the digitization of Serial Set volumes
• Provides accepted digitized volumes to the GPO

• Government Publishing Office (GPO):
• Will provide cataloging of the Serial Set volumes and documents
• Adding authentication to the PDF files
• Providing Serial Set volumes that are missing or incomplete in 

the Library’s collections

• The digitized Serial Set will be available through both the Library of 
Congress and GPO websites

Serial Set Partnership with GPO
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• Goal of digitizing ~750 volumes per quarter over 
5 years

• Workflow
• Evaluate volumes for completeness
• Send for digitization
• QR of digitized volumes

• Send accepted bags to GPO for cataloging

• Access points through Library of Congress and
GPO websites

Serial Set Digitization
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Serial Set Digitization
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Law Library Website
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From the Serial Set
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Upcoming: Story Maps
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Upcoming: Story Maps



29

Stephen Mayeaux 
Legal Information Specialist

Law Library of Congress
smaye@loc.gov

Chris Ehrman
Digital Project Coordinator

Law Library of Congress
cehr@loc.gov

Jennifer González
Legal Information Specialist

Law Library of Congress
jgon@loc.gov

Contact

mailto:smaye@loc.gov
mailto:cehr@loc.gov
mailto:jgon@loc.gov

