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What is “curation”?
● process of finding, distilling, adding value, 

preserving, and sharing the most relevant stories 
on a topic (gov info) for a specific audience (e.g. 
community users of FDL #0289A - Arthur Neef 
Law Library)

● a time-consuming activity that requires experience, 
subject-matter expertise, communication and 
technology skills



Step 1: Search setup
Search setup

● setting up multiple search bots and alerts for ‘official’ 
sites 

● follow established ‘curators’ in the same subject area 
by subscribing to feeds, newsletters, custom search 
engines, catalog persistent searches 

Tools
●  web alert services (G-Alerts, G-Scholar), custom 

search engines, catalog persistent searches, 
e-newsletters



RSS reader (Feedly)



RSS reader-add feeds



Persistent searches



Custom search engine



Government feeds in blog



Step 2: Monitoring

Monitoring 
● check periodically for the appearance of 

potentially relevant news to be curated

Tools
● RSS readers (Feedly), e-newsletters, 

custom search engines, etc.



RSS reader-monitoring



Step 3: Collecting
Collecting 

● save relevant stories in a dedicated 
storage space for further review

Tools
● web-based storage (Feedly, Google 

Drive/Docs, etc.)



Step 4: Validating
Validating 

● read thoroughly
● check credentials, links, references

Tools
● human curation, detection resources for 

un-official sources



Step 5: Saving original content

Saving original content
• local/remote Word, PDF, HTML 

page, screenshots, etc.

Tools
• web capturing apps (dedicated for 

archiving & preserving content)



Step 6: Synthesis

Synthesis
● distill the essence for summary of 

information value/relevance 

Tools
●  human curation



Feed 2 Blog



Feed 2 Blog



Step 7: Sharing

Sharing
• publish on website & social media
• crediting - provide name, publication, and 

LINK back to original material

Tools
• social media sites (Google Blogger, 

Google+, Google Sites, etc.)



RSS reader-sharing



Links

● Google Alerts
● Google Custom Search Engine
● Google Scholar Alerts
● Govinfo.gov Feeds (RSS)
● FDL0289A Blog (CSE, persistent 

searches, direct feeds) 

https://www.google.com/alerts
https://cse.google.com/cse/
http://scholar.google.com
https://www.govinfo.gov/feeds
https://fdl0289a.blogspot.com/

