
Processing Your Preservation 
Steward Collection

Suzanne Ebanues, Senior Planning and Development Specialist, GPO



Speakers
• Hallie Pritchett, Associate Dean of Libraries for Research and 

Learning, North Dakota State University

• Bill Sudduth, Head, Government Information & Maps Department, 
University of South Carolina Libraries

• Michael Cerbo II, Chief of Technical Services, Head of Metadata and 
Content Management, University of Rhode Island Libraries

• Deborah Mongeau, Chair of Public Services and Government 
Publications Librarian, University of Rhode Island Libraries



Preservation Steward Recap
• What exactly is a Preservation Steward and what are the obligations?

• How many libraries are serving as Preservation Stewards?

• What titles need a Preservation Steward or more Preservation 
Stewards?



Recent Preservation Stewards
Institution Content

University of Kansas Libraries Congressional hearings

University of Minnesota Libraries U.S. Serial Set

University of Maine School of Law, 
Garbrecht Law Library U.S. Reports

St. John's University, Rittenberg Law 
Library

Congressional material (Y 4.AG 4: - Y 4.W 36:) from 100th to 
the 103rd Congresses

State Law Library of Mississippi U.S. Reports, Statutes at Large, Public Papers of the Presidents

Colorado School of Mines
Publications from the USGS, Bureau of Mines, Dept. of Energy, 
and ERDA

Dept. of the Interior Library Dept. of the Interior annual reports



Talk with the Preservation Steward Team

• Suzanne Ebanues: sebanues@gpo.gov

• David Walls: dwalls@gpo.gov

mailto:sebanues@gpo.gov
mailto:dwalls@gpo.gov
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Northern Great Plains

How the North Dakota State University Libraries Became a 

Preservation Steward

Hallie Pritchett

October 22, 2018



About the NDSU Libraries

• Shared regional with the University of North 
Dakota

• NDSU has ~55% of the regional collection

• New Dean of Libraries – January 2017
– Joe Mocnik

• New Regional Coordinator – January 2018
– Susanne Caro

• New Associate Dean of Libraries – June 2018
– Hallie Pritchett



Initial considerations

• How would this affect workflow?

• How would this affect space?

• Could we use the program to fill in gaps?

• Would our selection further the efforts of the GPO and allow other 

regionals to discard? 



Choosing a collection

• A collection of historic interest that NDSU wants to keep

• A collection of a reasonable size

• A cataloged collection

• Materials that were in good/fair condition

• A collection that was complete or mostly complete



Collections chosen

The War of the Rebellion Public Papers of the Presidents



Workflow

• Very limited effect on workflow

• Change primarily in the extra 

stamping

• Could lead to an increase in 

effort to physically preserve 

materials



Workflow



Workflow



Filling in gaps



Unexpected outcomes

• Has furthered the 

discussion on 

preservation

• Led to more 

awareness of climate 

control

• Led to the awareness 

of the need for 

preservation plans



Anticipated outcomes

• Improve the 
perception of the 
Libraries amongst 
faculty who feel we 
weed too much

• Create another talking 
point for the 
importance of the 
Libraries and its 
collections



hallie.pritchett@ndsu.edu



Preservation of the Congressional Record and the United 
States Department of Education and their predecessors

Bill Sudduth – University of South Carolina Libraries



Volume 1 (1873) – current

 43rd Congress, Special Session, Senate

Congressional Globe (1833/35-1872-73)

 23rd Congress -42nd Congress, 3rd Session

 Register of Debates (1824/25-1837)

 18th Congress, 2nd session-25th Congress, 1st session

Annals of Congress (1789-1824)

 1st Congress-18th Congress, 1st session



 Established 1979

 Selected as part of Association of Southeastern Research 
Libraries (ASERL) Center of Excellence (COE)

Commitment back to establishment of Office of 
Education (1869)



Monthly 

Catalogue

Dates

Entries South

Carolina 

% at South 

Carolina

On Deposit 

by GPO

Held by 

South 

Carolina

% Deposit

held at 

South 

Carolina

1909 

Checklist

315 144 45.71

1895-1921 1198 824 68.76

1922-1934 1287 1001 77.78

1935-1942 1242 189 15.22 8 5 62.5

1943-1976 6554 2471 37.70 3184 2114 66.39

1895-1976 10281 4485 43.62 3192 2119 66.38



 1922 – Depository Libraries provided opportunity to select 
materials

 1942 (November)  – Black dot        indicating  distribution 
to Federal Depository Libraries first appears in Monthly 
Catalog



 Congressional Record 2,510 items
 Annals of Congress 64 items

 Register of Debates 54 items

 Congressional Globe        116 items

 Congressional Record      2,276 items

 Office of Education (1869-1979) 4,000+ items

 Serial Set (1869-1909) 89 items

 1909 Checklist (1869-1909) 315 items

 I 16   (1869-1939) 1,147 items

 FS 5  (1939-1969) 2,816 items

 HE 5 (1970-1972) in process

 Department of Health and Human Services – Education Division

 HE 19 (1972-1979) in process

 Department of Education (1979-current)

 ED 34,410 items



 Looking through the lens of ASERL’s Disposition Database

Year Offers Claims COE claims % claims by 

COEs

FY2013 235,367 9,995 3,537 35.4

FY2014 291,400 12,318 7,455 60.5

FY2015 312,513 21,174 14,986 70.8

FY2016 224,184 11,878 4,657 39.2

FY2017 254,350 12,528 3,099 24.7

FY2018 294,803 10,609 5,399 50.9

FY13-18 1,612,617 78,502 39,133 49.8

Average 268,770 13,084 6,522



NOAA Preservation 

Steward Initiative at the 

University of Rhode Island

October 22, 2018

Michael Cerbo, Metadata and Catalog Librarian

Deborah Mongeau Government Publications Librarian

University of Rhode Island



WHY NOAA?

● Integral to URI’s mission as a Land and 

Sea Grant University

● URI and the state played an active role in 

NOAA’s creation

● Library Dean was supportive about this 

collection becoming part of the program



From a preservation point of view

● NOAA hasn’t undergone a major reorganization since its creation in 1970 and the SuDoc numbering is 

consistent

● Agency was created a few years before GPO cataloging started in 1976 so most titles have 

authoritative records



Once the agreement was signed, we 

asked…..



What’s Out There?

Photo by Anthony Gibson on Unsplash



Spreadsheet from the CGP

Photo by Anthony Gibson on Unsplash



Do we

own it?

Photo by Anthony Gibson on Unsplash



Inventory Spreadsheet



Is it cataloged?



Creating A Spreadsheet of What We Cataloged



Notifying of Preservation Materials in Catalog

Two Step process: 

STEP 1:

● Bibliographic record receives a MARC field 583 “Action Note”:

Preservation copy under the GPO Preservation 

Steward Program - retain permanently.



Bibliographic record with 583 Preservation Note



Notifying of Preservation Materials in Catalog, cont’d

Step 2:

● Item records are given notes for both the Public and our Circulation staff:

● Public Note:

GPO Preservation Copy - Library Use Only

● Circulation Note:

GPO preservation copy - LIBRARY USE ONLY



Example of Public Notes In Our Catalog



Continuing Cataloging and Preservation Methods

● Run periodic updates in our ExLibris (ALMA) ILS to maintain accurate information and ensure that the 

preservation notes are included in all new materials going forward.  

● Designate all NOAA materials in the catalog to non-circulating (Library Use Only)

● Apply metadata and preservation standards to new and donated material

● Periodically update spreadsheet on all NOAA materials and the condition that the material is in 

(Good/Poor).



Preserving a “well loved” collection 
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Copies “Preservation” stamped before reshelving



The Unexpected and Some Challenges

● The cost to implement the program was modest but it was more than zero

● The extent of what we didn’t own but should was greater than expected

● What to do about older serials that predated NOAA but eventually ended up under NOAA (decided to 

add the full run into the program)

● Found material in LC stacks that may or may not have been published by NOAA (had to do some 

detective work)

● Found titles purchased in print but received depository copies as microfiche

● “Saving the family photos from the burning house” syndrome was strong



What’s next?

By The original uploader was Thomsonsr at English Wikipedia. (Alex Sergeev, www.asergeev.com)) [GFDLCC-BY-SA-3.0, GFDL 

(http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) or CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/)], via Wikimedia Commons



Revise Disaster Plan to Incorporate Preservation Steward Publications



Identify 

predecessor 

agencies to 

NOAA and their 

publications



Shameless Commercial Plug!   FDLP eXchange

Spreadsheet 

of what we 

don’t own



Questions?

Michael Cerbo      mcerbo@uri.edu

Deborah Mongeau     dmongeau@uri.edu
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mailto:dmongeau@uri.edu
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