
Naomi Lederer

Energy & Water Web 
Guides Featuring U.S. 

Government Web Sites



Energy & Water Web Guides 
Featuring U.S. Government 

Web Sites
Naomi Lederer, Colorado State University

Professor, College Liaison Librarian
Art, Design & Merchandising, English, History, Interdisciplinary Liberal Arts

Government Information Librarian

Depository Library Conference October 22, 2018



Naomi Lederer 3

Outline

1. Food—Brief Review & Page Use

2. Energy & Water Guides

3. Identifying Opportunities
and what to do

4. Q & A & Discussion
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Gov Info Off of Comp Guide
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Government Information Guide

http://libguides.colostate.edu/govinfo 



Food—Brief Review & Use 
http://libguides.colostate.edu/
govinfo/food
Topical theme for many of the first year 
composition courses (2016-17 and 2017-18)
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Food Waste

https://www.choosemyplate.gov/lets-talk-trash
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Growing and Harvesting



Naomi Lederer 10

Growing and Harvesting 2

https://catalog.data.gov/dataset?groups=agriculture8571
#topic=food_navigation
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Food July 1, 2016-Jun 30, 2017

• 3593 pageviews

• 2562 unique pageviews

•Gov Info (pageviews) 4852 / (unique) 3622:
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Food Jan 1-Dec 31, 2017

• 3339 pageviews [by page title]

• 2431 unique pageviews



Naomi Lederer

Top Pages 2017 at CSUL
1. A-Z Databases 

2. Home Res. Guides 

3. A-Z Databases 
(Research Guides) 

4. Aerial & Sat. Photos 

5. Search Res. Guides

6. CO150 

7. Your Mission 
AGRI116 

8. Historic Colorado 
Maps 

9. Food Gov Info (!)
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Food Pages Use

• July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018  (#16 / 14)

• 2,289 pageviews

• 1,853 unique pageviews:
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Food: Jan 1-Jun 30, 2018

• 778 pageviews (30% of Gov Info)

• 627 unique pageviews (29%)

•Gov Info site (pageviews) 2577 / (unique) 2130:
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Average Time on Page

• July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018: 2:42

• Jan 1, 2018-June 30, 2018: 2:25

• So—for everyone who jumped on 
and left immediately, someone 
stayed close to or over 5 minutes
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Food Pages: Success!

•Heaviest Government Information 
page use

• Jan-Jun 2018, next heaviest has less 
than half as many hits (279 vs. 778)

• Looking forward to seeing how 
Energy & Water do!
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Variables to Consider

•Number of sections with Food as a 
topic

•Number of sections with Food, Water, 
& Energy as a topic

• Instructors or course may choose a 
different topic after the first year



Food, Energy, & Water
Topical theme for many of the first year 
composition courses 2018-19
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Topical Documents on Display

Photo credits (both): Kristy 
Nowak & Christine Pawliuk

Hearings . . . the covers 

might be dull, but the 

contents are golden! 

Most of the hearings on display are 

also available online via the library 

catalog.
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Energy
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https://science360.gov/obj/video/ea2aed9b-291d-43f4-bed0-41d994d87dcb/chalk-talk-electromagnetic-radiation
https://science360.gov/obj/video/ea2aed9b-291d-43f4-bed0-41d994d87dcb/chalk-talk-electromagnetic-radiation
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https://www.energy.gov/maps/

quiz-test-your-grid-iq

https://www.energy.gov/maps/quiz-test-your-grid-iq
https://www.energy.gov/maps/quiz-test-your-grid-iq
https://www.energy.gov/maps/quiz-test-your-grid-iq
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https://www.energy.gov/maps/quiz

-test-your-wind-energy-iq

https://www.energy.gov/maps/quiz-test-your-wind-energy-iq
https://www.energy.gov/maps/quiz-test-your-wind-energy-iq
https://www.energy.gov/maps/quiz-test-your-wind-energy-iq
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https://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/eyk/index.asp?search=1&flas

h=true&Q=86,111,48,90,45,96,129,204,98,35,202,11,7,128,203,

76,137,9,103,75

https://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/eyk/index.asp?search=1&flash=true&Q=86,111,48,90,45,96,129,204,98,35,202,11,7,128,203,76,137,9,103,75
https://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/eyk/index.asp?search=1&flash=true&Q=86,111,48,90,45,96,129,204,98,35,202,11,7,128,203,76,137,9,103,75
https://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/eyk/index.asp?search=1&flash=true&Q=86,111,48,90,45,96,129,204,98,35,202,11,7,128,203,76,137,9,103,75
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Existing content? Copy it over (or point/link) to 
new subject page. (LibGuide here.)

Then realize other page doesn’t have images 
and add one to liven it up a tad. (Sometimes.)
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Water
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https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/docs/when_every_drop_counts.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/docs/when_every_drop_counts.pdf
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https://water.usgs.gov/watuse/
https://water.usgs.gov/watuse/
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Mapped Box Entries

(Haven’t gotten around to 
adding images yet. )



Identify Opportunities
And then . . .
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Create a Guide

• Introduce the topic

• Link to government sites and pages

• Essential—annotate!
• Describe content—what’s in there
• Photos? MSS? Bibliography? Range of years 

covered? PDFs? Is it an overview?
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Introduce the Topic
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Annotations—Essential!
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Tip: Take Direct Quotes from Sites

(Use quotation marks to 
cite properly.)
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Integrate Gov Info

• Into as many guides as possible

•Along with other relevant (non-gov) items

•Make it locally relevant (State or City 
sites on the topic)

•Keep an eye out for new/additional 
resources after “finished” (which is never)
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Get a Bit Long Winded? 

• Include a Table of Contents
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Audience Easily Diverted?

•Add images

•US Gov sites are a good place to look 
for royalty-free images
• Nevertheless, check for copyright ©

• And don’t overdo it as I did here (on purpose)

• I hope I didn’t accidentally use any © images! (Will remove stat if informed.)

https://www.cdc.gov/features/binge-drinking/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/features/binge-drinking/index.html
https://www.foodsafety.gov/blog/2017/12/food-safety-tips-holidays.html
https://www.foodsafety.gov/blog/2017/12/food-safety-tips-holidays.html
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For example 1 (relevant images):
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For example 2:
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Provide Search Tips

• Search 

•Browse

•Point out any challenges (font size is 
small, hard to read color, etc.) and 
recommended fixes for excellent 
content, but difficult-to-use sites.
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Talk with Colleagues

•Mention relevant government 
resources at staff meetings.

•Point out and praise existing use of 
government resources.

• Emphasize that referrals to you are 
welcome (it worked for me).
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Academic Opportunities

•Courses that have research assignment 
where gov info would help.

•Questions on topic where gov info 
would help at Reference/Help Desk.

•Casual conversation with teaching 
faculty.
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Article of Interest
• Dubicki, Eleonora. “Tapping Government Sources for Course 

Assignments.” Reference Services Review 46.1 (2018): 29–41.

• Nursing/health and social work emphasis

• “The government documents’ librarian can familiarize 
faculty and other librarians with key government 
sources.” (37)
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Community Opportunities

•Homework assignments: most (all?) 
states teach State history in 4th grade.

•Have State guide available and 
promote to elementary schools. Be 
sure to include kid-friendly sites.
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Community Opportunity

•Create kid-friendly U.S. History guide 
with government resources and 
promote to local schools. (Link to 
Ben’s Guide.)

•Academic library? Promote guide to 
local public libraries.



Naomi Lederer 70

Strategy

•Volunteer to create the subject or 
topical guide

•Do it!

• Send the link to primary interested 
person(s)

• Integrate any feedback
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Making It Easy: Actions

•Offer to identify and annotate 
government resources for colleagues

•Offer to do the “coding”—in HTML, 
LibGuide, or applicable format

• Tap local information resources (e.g. 
State publications library)



Q & A & Discussion

What courses or community activities might 
be opportunities to promote government 
resources in your communities?
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Think of Something Later?

• Send me an email: 
Naomi.Lederer@colostate.edu
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Thank you for attending


