
What’s at the 

National Agricultural Library? 

Presenter:

Jill R. James

Associate Director for Information Products

National Agricultural Library

October 22, 2018



Introduction

 The National Agricultural Library (NAL)                             

is one of five national libraries of the 

United States and houses one of the 

world's largest collections devoted to 

agriculture and its related sciences.

 Established in 1862 by President Lincoln 

with the signing of the Organic Act which 

created the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

 NAL serves employees of the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, researchers and organizations in the United 

States, and the international community.



The National Agricultural Library facilitates the 

creation of agricultural knowledge through the 

acquisition, curation, and dissemination of the 

information needed to solve agricultural 

challenges today and in the future.

Introduction: Mission

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00003119/screen



The National Agricultural Library will be known as 

the world’s leading agricultural knowledge 

management organization and will ensure that 

American agriculture has the information 

resources it needs to address current questions 

and solve tomorrow’s agricultural challenges. 

NAL sustains the American agricultural enterprise 

through public access and effective stewardship of 

agricultural data, literature, and other information 

resources.

Introduction: Vision

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00003431/screen



To accomplish this vision, NAL will:

 Collaborate within NAL and with the communities we serve.

 Innovate new approaches to the knowledge management 

challenges facing the agricultural enterprise today and in the 

future.

 Deliver effective products and services that meet the 

continuously evolving needs of our immediate customers and 

the research communities we serve. 

Introduction: Vision

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00003431/screen



 Originated as part of the Secretary's Office in 1862 with 

1,000 volumes

 1920 – 150,000 volumes

 1956 – 1.05 million volumes

 1982 – 1.7 million volumes

 2016 – 2.5 million volumes

 Designated a National Library in 1962

 Re-located to Beltsville in 1969

 2017 - 50th anniversary of  the laying 

of the cornerstone 

Introduction: NAL History



https://www.nal.usda.gov/



PubAg

AGRICOLA

NAL Digital Collections (NALDC)

National Agricultural Library Thesaurus (NALT) 

Information Resources

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00004390/screen



Ag Data Commons

Dr. Duke’s Phytochemical and 

Ethnobotanical Databases

Information Centers

Brand Foods Database

Special Collections

Information Resources

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00004390/screen



PubAg (https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/)

 Full-text articles 

relevant to the 

agricultural 

sciences.

 Citations 

enhanced by 

descriptors from 

the National 

Agricultural 

Library 

Thesaurus 

(NALT).



PubAg (https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/)

 Access to 

datasets, when 

available

 Links to full-text 

are included in 

the citation

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00003223/screen



PubAg (https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/)

 Citations have 

been enriched 

through subject 

analysis and 

application of 

terms from the 

National 

Agricultural 

Library 

Thesaurus 

(NALT)

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00003237/screen



 Two databases: 

• Online catalog

• Article citation 

index

 Search for 

books, articles, 

reports, videos, 

proceedings and 

more.

 Includes links to 

full-text when 

available.

AGRICOLA (https://agricola.nal.usda.gov/)



 Time saving 

searches

 Search both 

databases at 

once

AGRICOLA (https://agricola.nal.usda.gov/)

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00001920/screen



 Primarily intended 

for web search 

engines.

 Links users to full 

AGRICOLA

Open AGRICOLA (https://openagricola.nal.usda.gov/)

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00004233/screen



New NALDC (Beta) (https://naldc.nal.usda.gov/) 

Migrating to new 

interface

 New features

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00001279/screen



New NALDC (Beta) (https://naldc.nal.usda.gov/) 

 Search enhancing 

facets

 Thumbnails of items 

retrieved 

 Highlighted search 

terms

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00001279/screen



NALDC Legacy (https://naldc-legacy.nal.usda.gov/)

 Provides access to 
unique, historical 
information in digital 
format

 Offers rich 
searching, browsing 
and retrieval of 
digital materials and 
collections 

 Provides reliable, 
long-term online 
access to selected 
publications



NALDC Legacy (https://naldc-legacy.nal.usda.gov/)

 Digital collections 

documenting 

historical USDA 

research.

Many materials not 

available anywhere 

else in the world.

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00004090/screen



USDA Pomological Watercolors 
(https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/pom/home.xhtml)



NALT (https://agclass.nal.usda.gov/)

 The NAL Thesaurus 

and Glossary are 

online vocabulary 

tools of agricultural 

terms in English and 

Spanish.

 Primarily used to 

enhance the 

retrieval of 

agricultural 

information.

 The classification 

language of the 

AGRICOLA article 

index.



Ag Data Commons (https://data.nal.usda.gov/)

 A centralized 

registry for data 

generated by the 

USDA and university 

researchers with 

USDA funding 

support.

 Over 1,800 datasets

 Fosters innovative 

data re-use, 

integration, and 

visualization to 

support bigger, 

better science and 

policy.



Dr. Dukes (https://phytochem.nal.usda.gov/phytochem/search)

 Dr. Duke's 

Phytochemical and 

Ethnobotanical 

databases use 

scientific or common 

names to provide in-

depth plant, chemical, 

bioactivity, and 

ethnobotanical search 

results. 

 Useful for 

pharmaceutical, 

nutritional, and 

biomedical research, 

as well alternative 

therapies and herbal 

products.



Agricultural Law Information 

Partnership supports the dissemination of 

agricultural and food law information to 

consumers, researchers and legal 

professionals.

Alternative Farming Systems (AFSIC) 

specializes in identifying resources about 

sustainable food systems and practices in 

support of USDA's effort to ensure a 

sustainable future for agriculture and 

farmers worldwide.

Animal Welfare (AWIC) is mandated by 

the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) to provide 

information for improved animal care and 

use in research, testing, and teaching.

National Invasive Species (NISIC): 

Gateway to invasive species information; 

covering Federal, State, local, and 

international sources.

Information Centers



Rural (RIC) provides services for rural 

communities, local officials, organizations, 

businesses and rural citizens working to 

maintain the vitality of America's rural areas.

Food and Nutrition (FNIC) provides credible, 

accurate, and practical resources for nutrition 

and health professionals, educators, 

government personnel and consumers.

Food Safety Research (FSRIO) supports the 

research community by collecting, organizing 

& disseminating food safety information in 

accordance with H R 2534 Agricultural 

Research, Extension and Education 

Reauthorization Act of 1997, SEC 615.

Water and Agriculture (W&A) collects, 

organizes, and communicates the scientific 

findings, educational methodologies, and 

public policy issues related to water resources 

and agriculture.

Information Centers



Branded Foods Database (https://ndb.nal.usda.gov/ndb)

More than 

247,000 foods 

searchable.

 Search by 

Nutrient(s)

Food group

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00000032/screen



Branded Foods Database (https://ndb.nal.usda.gov/ndb)



Branded Foods Database (https://ndb.nal.usda.gov/ndb)



Special Collections (https://specialcollections.nal.usda.gov/)



Special Collections (https://specialcollections.nal.usda.gov/)



 Assistance searching NAL databases and resources

 Answer traditional reference questions

 Training for NAL resources and services

 On-site

 Online via webinar

 Contact points:

 https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question

 Phone: (301) 504-5755

 In person: 10301 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD

Reference and Customer Service

https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question


 ILL Requests

 OCLC

 DOCLINE

 Institutional 

Relationship

 Register for NAL 

Patron ID

 U.S. Federal 

Agencies

 HBCUs

 Land Grant 

Tribal Colleges

 CIRLA

 AGLINET

Borrowing Materials



 Institutional 

Relationships 

Exempted 

Groups

Borrowing Materials

https://usdawatercolors.nal.usda.gov/download/POM00000093/screen



Questions





Jill R. James

Associate Director for Information Products

National Agricultural Library

(301) 504-6207
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Contact Information


