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Public Papers of the Presidents 
Learning Objectives

• Obtain background on and an 
understanding of the content available 
within the Public Papers of the President 
of the United States publication.

• Obtain an understanding of the Public 
Papers collection on FDsys, and its 
capabilities and features.



History of the Public Papers of the 
President Publication

• Series began in 1957 as a 
National Historical 
Publications Commission 
recommendation

• 1 CFR 10 - Incorporated in 
regulations of the 
Administrative Committee 
of the Federal Register, 
issued under section 6 of 
the Federal Register Act 
(44 U.S.C. 1506)



Public Papers of the 
Presidents Description

• Published by the 
Office of the Federal 
Register

• Includes Papers and 
Speeches, 
Photographs, 
Indexes, Document 
Categories List

• Series includes 
volumes from 
President Hoover –
President Obama





Public Papers Appendices



Public Papers Subject and Name Indices



Document Categories List 

• Addresses to the Nation
• Addresses and remarks
• Appointments and nominations
• Bill signings
• Bill vetoes
• Communications to Congress
• Communications to Federal agencies
• Interviews with the news media
• Joint statements
• Letters and messages
• Meetings with foreign leaders and 

international officials
• Resignations and retirements
• Statements by the President

Common Categories



Public Papers Photographic Portfolio



Public Papers of the President on 
FDsys

• Currently, volumes are published approximately twice a year, and 
each volume covers approximately a 6-month period

President Years

George H. W. Bush 1991‐1992

William J. Clinton 1993‐2000

George W. Bush 2001‐2008

Barack Obama 2009‐2010



Examples in FDsys

• Browse

• Basic Search

• Advanced Search 

• Retrieve by Citation 



FDsys Educational Webinars

• Upcoming Sessions & Archived Sessions:
• http://fdlp.gov/about-the-fdlp/training-and-

events



Questions?
Visit http://www.gpo.gov/askgpo/

Click – Ask a Question
Category – FDsys: Federal Digital System

Subcategory – FDsys Training


