ough an xtene Lens:

Louisiana, Internment and the

Geography of Chance




In war,
Truth is the first

casualty.

- Aeschylus, Greek Dramatist, 525-456 B.C.



War Relocation Authority.
Salinas Assembly Center,
Salinas, California. A young
woman of Japanese ancestry
identifies her baggage at this
assembly center prior to
transfer to a War Relocation
Authority Center.
Photographer: Clem Albers.
Date 3/31/42.

World War Il Internment




A Day That Will Live in Infamy

“December 7, 1941 was a Sunday. My father, as usual,
went to swim early in the morning, but this morning

he looked up and saw many planes flying overhead.

He didn’t realize that these planes were the Japanese
planes. Then it happened, and we didn’t know about
the attack until we heard it on the radio.”



“And that evening two FBI agents and a local
policeman came to pick up my father and handcuffed
him and took him away.

We didn’t see him until the reunion in

Crystal City, Texas.”



Enemy Aliens

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

NOTICE TO ALIENS
OF ENEMY NATIONALITIES

* The United States Government requires all aliens of German, Italian,
or Japanese nationality to apply at post offices nearest to their place of
residence for a Certificate of Identification. Applications must be filed
between the period February 9 through February 28, 1942. Go to your
postmaster today for printed directions.

EARL G. HARRISON,

Special Assistant to the Attorney General

AVVISO

Il Governo degli Stati Uniti ordina a tutti gh stranieri di nazionalita
Tedesca, Italiana ¢ Giapponese di fare richiesta all' Ufficio Postale
pit prossimo al loro luogo di residenza per ottenere un Certificato
d'ldentita. Le richieste devono essere fatte entro il periodo che de-
corre tra il 9 Febbraio e il 28 Febbraio, 19042

Andate ogg: dal vostro Capo d'Ufficio Postale (Postmaster) per
ricevere le i1struzioni scritte

BEKANNTMACHUNG

Die Regierung der Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika fordert alle
Auslaender deutscher, italienmischer und japanischer Staatsangehoerig-
keit auf sich auf das ithrem Wohnorte nahecliegende Postamt zu
begeben, um einen Personalausweis zu beantragen. Das Gesuch
muss zwischen dem 9. und 28 Februar 1942 eingereicht werden.

Gehen Sie noch heute zu lhrem Postmeister und verschaffen Sie
sich die gedruckten Vorschriften

FRANCIS BIDDLE,
A

forney General
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Courtesy Notice to Aliens of Enemy Nationalities
February 9, 1942
National Archives Catalog

Please be advised that information has now been
- .—-received from the Special Defense Unit that
INS SFOr 0N,
B Buntetsu MHiyamoto
. Box 195 Raleiwa, Post Office Walalua
) 104] Oatu, T.H.

? epsas, been tentatively placed in:
ki 0F Julite: | :
v aaedh ot X - Croup A. Individuals believed to be the most

dangerous and wheo in all probability should be interned in event
of War.#
D
-%3 7?’» oo Group B. Individuals believed to be somewhat
kA 1688 \déngercus but whose actiw{-hbieﬁ shonfl mswm&mm@/
3 ‘L . Sy Dm 15——4 ‘-);’C
o > L 2
J ) Group C. Individualsftetie "’d-.t.o.\é‘
dangerous and who need not be restrictefFiREfssPucaofira
information, but should be subjecied ¢

Buntetsu Miyamoto, Federal Bureau of Investigation File; Classification 65 (Espionage): Headquarters Case Files;

Records of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Record Group 65, National Archives at College Park,
College Park, MD.




Camp Livingston, Louisiana
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PERMANENT |
RECORD
DRAWINGS

~ ALIEN INTERNMENT CAMP |
{\ﬁ CAMP LIVINGSTON, LA. |

Camp Livingston — 4; Construction Completion Reports, 1917 — 1944; Construction Completion Reports, 1917 — 1944; Records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers,
1789-1999, Record Group 77; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.
Declassified Authority 803028




L RAVENCAM

"’,",ff‘.
(e

A"LL.AP..,

Camp lemgs;omo tructi
‘-‘ b?ﬁ!t‘?ﬂ‘ctuon C?np?e?tﬂ)n Re g}pfs 1917 — 1244 Recor

S 7 paticcotteRy Park, MDY

\‘ Dediassified Authom
- B R % '\\'_i'_j:

e O, W, W R

803028

“‘" cfﬁ%
pIetlon Rep

s

p N

R4-E

\ MCAMP BEA ma .
- 4 INGSVILLE g ™
“—‘:::\\F y& . L z!{ a'# - & - ,c‘_
—— ’bff":_snrroao o ‘ g
‘ PINEVILLE p— cnul
N =~ "
- & r\ NS5~
‘ . | 7 > \
10 \ 3 I "4 b‘
\ gy ey
ANANOR e JARWILLO /;@ Esier Fie
7/ B
GLEN A A }\\
1:‘ e o) MP -3 N7/| ; 1a.goru
g | S AMP BEAUREGAR 123)
£ A INGSVILLE Ar‘n' Bu
< ) 738 s & o Llauss ~~
1§17 —¥944; W, k:ﬂm! , MP\STAFFORD | N
t -ICG tr ; |° LAND;# o o " \ l "\‘_f;N
- Re———— A 74, — = N
% oyt N CHAMBER",' 4 HINEVILLE ~
s p“ <L ‘::1 / "\ Ry 0
= . % v’é,; ~ad \ JJ_‘5_§,



Camp Livingston — 4; Construction Completion Reports, 1917 — 1944; Construction Completion
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Camp Livingston — 4; Construction Completion Reports, 1917 — 1944; Construction Completion
Reports, 1917 — 1944; Records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers, 1789-1999, Record Group 77;
National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.

Declassified Authority 803028




Koha.ra Family,

‘
r,‘ L
.‘ ?

Alexandria, Louisiana Ay | 1

Images courtesy of the Kohara family\

r

b Image courtesy of the Bolton Library, LSU, Alexandria.



War Relocation Authority. No. 141-733. Alexandria, Louisiana. Mrs. M.
Kohara and one of her Caucasian employees in the Kohara Studio.
Photographer: Hikaru lwasaki.

War Relocation Authority. No. 141-730. Alexandria, Louisiana. Sam
Kohara, age 30, is the oldest son of Mrs. M. Kohara.
Photographer: Hikaru Iwasaki.
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PAGE EIGHT
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KOHARA STUDIO
CLOSED BY U. S. HERE

Kohara studio ﬁ“ fxo“ma? z:’oet Was cl'oml Inst |
night on orders of (ki P ’
ey poien ware pos Mother Not = Clilzen
tsml home st 1] Spenmy sabd pelther his father
sinco his fathors o JOr hils mother had beess natural.
ing the place Woro] Jzed citizens, dedlaring they als
agen io determinol weayg understood there is o bw
e tetensl enucd Which  prevent native Japanee
.,:w ?:uﬂu:-mnp%: {from me Qcha
o i ao]  Am the family dve five children,
all begn in the Unliod States, The
youngest & 13, the oldest 24,
Three of them are Methodisls,
one is » Baptist snd the fifd Iy
Joe s Preebyterien. Mres. Kohara  at-
B naennt pnoieed Loyl e Methodist church, of
patrons be patiest unt ;h']m bher hushand was & e

KOHARA STUDIO
OPERATED BY
AMERICANS

And They Are Proud
of Their American
+ Citizenship

Thi~ makes them pretty good
Anerican cilizens, and 1If you will
just vi~:t the Kohara Studio and
talk w.th them a few minutes you
will realize they are as thorough-
lv American as one whose fore-
fathers landed at Plymouth Rock

hildren, sons
and Mrs. M
W operaung
410 Murray
of the United
not one of
utside of the

iy strictly » busioess ©
cerning fisances, as |

it
He sid the treasury 4
in New Orleans telep
1o close the studlo unt
send apenls here,
Yourg Kobara exid

is 28 years
in Denver,
ars old. and
are natives
kie, 190 and |
the light of |
. 18

terzuine,” said Chlet G
dio’s satus ls chenred,

wn elforts :lll be I . . ‘ ST % _ {f pretty good
e i proommnic | g e gald pope of the chil- Both the Federal Bureau of In it you il

all bedag allowed %o stay
Yamily Histo
The Kobars femily d

dren cxn speak of understand vectigatim and the United States!

minutes you

R e :naybe a 'lu% or twg‘om:not?l; Treasurer department have made | horoush-
Ead provosty st § father and mother never tmught thorough investigations of the | afhl?: I::;lce

Neb, Denver, Colorodo
farnia.

Mr. Kohars came 10
States o 9§ frem J
gtudied al the Universiy
iforsla, He died o
after a strokn,

in 1903, and
n this coun-
br  ever re-

it %o them, be sald, and the chil-
dren had never had any Japhness
children to play wtils

Kohara family, and not one
shadow of doubt regarding their
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THE KOHARAS OF LOUISIANA

Story of Nisei Family in the South

: By ROKU SUGAHARA Kay and Marion )l graduated
EEP IN THE SUGAR CANE country of Louisians, in the from the locsl high school with
heart of the Pelican State, iz nestled the town of Alexandria. | ?ga‘f}jtl_iﬁo'z}];gddln,su?s%quemiy&aga
Most of thg nearby regions of this upper Evangeline country is: ‘:ﬁ. sz;ﬁc foﬁ(!:f?y “’J? iimi‘,‘{,
ﬁpt, but a little beyond the muddy waters of the slow-moving Red | Rouge.
river, which flows through the town, ean be seen low rolling hills ! __“My chiel pride and joy,” relates
sprinkled with stubby southern pine frees, ! | Mrs. Saki Kohara, the spry mother
Alesagiria 18 a town of some 30,000 p ﬂ"dﬁ}“"‘«l-]e e b L Eohara
largest in this middle Louisiana area, and is 1
New Orleans. The pretentions
Bentley hotel overlooks the park
square, around which the city| negg 1
grew; the old historic city hall and { Tonisians = wh
shiny modern  stores flank the! military inztall
other three xides of the quadrangle| o ne th
of this amal!l pavk. R Se
e haras of Alex
A few doora off the main shov-| one-family U
E:‘ng' artery of Alexendriz is Ko<l Nigei were ev
ara’s ~-a handsome modernistic! were times w
hoto studio, During the day, na-|
ve Alexandrians stream in to)
have their pictures developed or)
fo make av appointment for a|
family pictore, At night a large|
rominent neon sign keeps blink- |
ing, “Kohara,” Bveryone in
Many of a Nisei G, I, well re-|the Kohara
members this name, They recall|either done b
the condial haspitality and Kindness | store or else
of the Kohirs family during their | Kchara childre
basic trgining days in Louisiana, | Sam, Tom, and

THE KOHARAS |
OF LOUISIANA

(Continued on page 18)
the only unmarried member of the
family. She is a private secretery
on the LU campus,

“How and why did you come to
Louisiana 7

Mrs. Kohara beamed and her
eyes twinkled when 1 asked her
this question,

“Almost everyone aske us the
same thing,” she replied, “because
Louigiang 1g out of the beaten path
for the Japanese.” §
k in 1928 Manabu Kohara
jis wife snd children decided
ve the coider climate and
bhotography atore in Umaha,
ska, ana come south to try
and at truck farming. They
eard of the wondertul fari
iti Louigiana and, be-
the depression was slowly ai-
g their busmess,
two long yesrs the Koharas
the plowing, planting, and
hting game but gomehow the
\te and market prices were
bt them, They then decided
urn to the photo business
hey knew so well. In 1930
tarted a small shop in down-
Alexandria. It was » diffi-
Ind uphill struggle during the
years, With the help of all
ldren the store survived the
It years and the buginess
ally prospered. Kohara him-
fag an expert crattaman and
he quality of his fine work
e a hallmark of the store,
pral months before World
i1, the father passed sway,
ith the able aszistance of the
son who had recently gradu-
from eollege, Mrs, Kohara
ble to ciarry on,
ing the war years the Ko-
Etore was one of the busiest
e entire war-swollen city.
orked almost day and night

During the war vears the Ko-
haras of Alexondrin served us a
one-family USO for which many
Nisei were ever grateful. There
were times when as many as a
dozen trainees stayed at the Ko-
hara home over the week-ends.
Some slept on the floor, ate off
the mantle, all enjoving their
brief furlovchs which reminded
them of “back home”

The Koharas wi

™

Mrs. Saki Kohara, able te get a little rest now from her former

the mantle, exacting duties, sits in a cirele of grandchildren.

brief furloug .

enter the photography business and
moved 0 Denver to open a store.
He was always intereated in this
work as a hobby and finally de-
cided to make it his esreer, The
next year the Koharas moved to
Omahe, Where they' stayed until
s

b1

The Koharas  have heen in
Louisiana since 1928 and the entire
family ave proud to claim that
state as their permanent home,

the Bay region; he did odd jobs,
studied {he language, and went fo!
school in his spare time, By 13212
he graduated from College of Pa-|
cific and received his D.D. degree.
In that same year he was married
to Saki, whe bhad juet recently ar-
vived from Japan., DMrg. Kohara
was a mewcomer from Shidzacka
and alzo a graduate of Aoyama
Jogakko.

n 1915 Mr, Kohara decided to

MINATO ZUSHI
1715 Post St.

JOrden 7-8770 San Francisco

B et 3

IS, Dol SUIL Heeps 20 coraplete the mountain of orders

t);;:j: hi‘-‘uifesc in the phuwt :}toge thazbamvei%tdagy ifmmI ls\tc.h]:’arﬁ SUSHI OUR SPECIALTY

which she was mstrwumental 1t nearby military installatior X :

Ebui]ding up during ‘the past 20 Camp Polk and Camp Livingston. Tempura : : Suld-Yaki

| yegrs, It i8 almost second nature It wag during this peag: dpano thp; Nihon Meshi

| with her to see t]lal-.e"(‘l’}’ d_cp-sﬁﬂ E'vh:‘.k&ham employed aome 2l MRS. A, MAYEDA

{ment of the store is raunning in I nekod Mrs, Kohara if she en-{ ! __ e SR TR e
‘P(’?,':?C'- 0{‘1'-‘1'- . f countered any difficulties shortly

i Kobava's has o wonderful opu after Pearl Harbor, ISR C—— e

tation in Alexendria arez. Many “Beeanse we were a4 photo

Season’s Greetings .. .

| of the leading families of ‘the re-
{ glon depend upon them for all of
| their photographic needs.

| Tom Kohara, the second son, has
| a job with the State Department
{ of Foreatry, He does public rela-
| tions work in the Visual Awxd divi-

"stt-n, :

The elder daughter, Kay, who
haz an M.D. degree, i3 now mar-
ried to an attorpey in Baltimore.
The youngezt in the family, Ma-
rion, is a recent 1.SU graduate and

(Continued on page 23)

. This is the modern storefront of the Kohara
in Alexandris, La.

photography shop

shop, the FBI must havs thought
that we haul files of secret photo-
graphs, They ferreted through
every negative and évery scrap
of paper at the store and at our
houxe but did not find anything
in the way of contraband. Our
shop was cloged about a week or
80 and that was the end of the
investigation.”

The elder Kohara was born in
Kitsuke, Oita-ken, in 1286, While
atill a young man of 17, back in
1808, he joined other udven:xtz}mg

Tl
1912 he lived in Ssn Franciseo and

and came to this country.

Box 77-R

112 Market St.
J. 8.

CAL-ORO RICE GROWERS, INC.

South Dos Pales, California

Phone: 45-F-6

SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE
Phone: EXbrook 2-1047
RITTERBAND, Sales Manager
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A Merry Christmas !!
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Miyamoto Family in Hawaii

Kahuku Point
PACIFIC ; OCEAN

Haleiwa Jodo Mission
; fl'ﬁ'ﬁ."._’.lf..., 3 /

N 4
Schofield

7/
//

Ma

66279 Haleiwa Rd. + Haleiwa, HI 96712 + W: 6374382

Established 1912, present temple (Style 5a) built 1975

Pearl Harbor 1
0 10 D e e Honolulu e

b o | Barbers . i Bedch

miles Point Diamond Koko Head
Head




HEADQUARTERD HAWALIAN =P
Fort Shafter, T. H.

BASIC PERSONNEL RECORD
(Alien Enemy o6r Prisoner of Waz)

(Name of intermee) Reference® ..

Height 5 ...... 1t INVENTORY OF PERSONAL EFrects TAKEN
FroM INTERNEE

W g e e
: Cash: $15.94 To any Sheriff; or to any Sheriff's Deputy; any Police Officer

within the Territory of Hawnii; or any Member of the Military Police; or
any Member of the Corps of Intolligence Police; or any Officer of the

Foderal Burcau of Investigation; or to eny Member of the Navy Shore Patrol;

Distinguishing marks or YOU ARE HEREBY COMSIANDED to take tho body of
characteristics:
BUNTETSU MIYAMOTO

Scar under chin,

on suspicion of being an alien enemy of tho  United Statea, and to dotain

BUNTETSU BUNTETSU =
said pewson pending final action by the Cozmanding Gonoral, Hawailan Dopart-

£MIYAMOTO MIYAMOTO
YEN HJ 131 Cl ABN HJ 121 CI right biceps . 9
10.

The above is correct:

'Hawn Dep ' .
Date and » G -, = = g~
e bt bl npmemonll Seorotary of War of tho United States by his dologated sgeat this_ 7th
Right Hand (Signature of In )
day of Decenber , 1941,

1. Thumb 2. Index finger 8. Middle finger 4. Ring finger 5./ Little finger

ment, Unitod States Amy.

This Warrant of Arrest is issued under the suthority of tho

0) y

AL lege g a) I a e aely
e

(¢} }‘,Kt-.' W . BICKNELL.
\Jt Colonel, G 8 C
Asst. A.C of 8., ~;~'.':

Contact Offle

" Left Hand
8. Middle finger

1
Mmuuumeecmumwor...........
mlmm....!".l.lc..l'.o'

Ry ncee bos S0t 202 wo‘o-.o-oooooool90_'oo--

named therein, this. Rt L8 a0 2
e : ‘ DL T o
Note amputations in proper space - - é 3
s kA i Zlo o
DECLASSIFIED R A g : gy
Authority AiND AU D0 B : s 2 e EXHlB‘T B




Persons of German, Italian, & Japanese Ancestry -- Males

EO 9066

YES

Justice Department Detention Stations & Camps
1941 - 43

Yes, Germans & Italians Release Yes, Japanese WCAA / WRA

University of Washington Press, 2003. Page 44.

Kashima, Tetsuden. Judgment Without Trial: Japanese American Imprisonment during World War 1.

\'[o



U.S. Army Internment Camps (1942 — 43)

Yes, Germans & lItalians Release Yes, Japanese

\[o

Justice Department Detention Stations & Camps (1943 —47)

\[o

University of Washington Press, 2003. Page 44.

Deportation

End of War

Repatriation

Kashima, Tetsuden. Judgment Without Trial: Japanese American Imprisonment during World War 1.



OWe your allegiance?

88 Tar as direct loyalty, i A

in America, He
for Americz;’ b::j'i! and my

In case of Ja
Panesge
away from our shoresgnVGSIOH’

Record of the Hearings of a Board of Officers and Civilians Convened Pursuant to Paragraph 33, Special Orders No. 320, Headquarters, Hawaiian Department, Dated at Fort
Shafter, T.H., 19 December 1941. In the Case of Buntetsu Miyamoto, ISN-HJ-131-Cl; Hawaii, Civilian Internees: Miyamoto, Buntetsu; Subject Files, 1942 — 1946; Records of
the Office of the Provost Marshal General, 1920 — 1975, Record Group 389; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD. Declassified Authority NND 740063.
21




JOHN H. MIDKIFF, was called as a witness and being duly sworn
.“ : -l -, -A\A&J Y -AA,
testified as follows:

RECORDER: TYou heve been called as & witness in behalf of Miyamoto
A Yes. :
Q (By Recor@er) State your name and address and business?
A John H. Midkiff, T am at Waialua, the manager of the Waialua Acri-
cultural Company.
Q (By Board) And what is your postoffice address?
A That is my postoffice address.
Q How long have you known this gentlemgn? (Indicating the internee)
3 A I have been at Waialua about 18 years, and I have known him ever
8 since he has been there.
N~
2 Q@ Are you familiar with his activities as a teacher and a priest out
< there?
= A I am.
=
< Q@ Have you any reason to believe that he has ever done anything that
E would bring into question his loyalty to the United States?
7 A I have never run into anything that would make me, personeally,
§ question his loyalty. If it is permissible, Judge, for me to do so,
e T would like to amplify my statement.
Q@ Yes, just tell us what you know, at this time, that is, the better e e DAL Melin. “Toutn Srzees
Two Emotions.” Jitsugyo no Hawai,

way.
meny months ago I thought that things were going to pot, 1938.04.01, Hoover Institution Archives.

goggggn America and Japen, and after talkigg to Mr. Shivers, of the
F.B.I. he suggested that I hold meetings Wlth a numbsr of the
Japenese people out there and put the cards on the table, and
Reverend Miyamoto was one of the men, one of th? leaders in thf,
Japanese community, that I celled in, and we pointed out the things




(v_ All I'i."hto
A This is what Reverend Miyamoto said:

" We, the first generation, are very envious of you young men,
(This is to the draftees who were going away)
Although we have lived here end tried to assimilate the
American ways, and enjoyed every protection of your country,
we cannot become American citizens. We deplore this fact
, very much.

You young Americans, by your birth right are Americans, and
it is your solemn duty to preserve, protect and defend your
country, the United States of America, against any encroasch-
ment, and 1t is your right to do this. Needless to say, in
the performance of your duties it may be necessary to make
a great sabrifice; maybe necessary to lay down your lives
to accomplish this.

It is our sincerest desire that you do this un-hesitatingly
and willingly. It is your sacred duty to take and protect
these United States whose principles and ideals are embodied
in the Constitution of the United States of America, &s
represented by your flag, with the stars and stripes.”

Q As far @s you know, you have every reason to believe that that is
his composition?

A As far as I know, that shows his attitude. I have asked & number
of other people just what it was, especially, since they @ave been
called in there, and I found no one in the Weialua Community that
has any reason to feel that it should not represent and did not
represent his ideals.

Q@ In the event that this man should be released and paroled, Mr.
Midkiff, would you accept the responsibility; would you be respon-
sible for him? :

A I would be gled to be responsible for him, if he would report to
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FINDINGS:

The Findings

The Board, having carefully considered the evidence before it, finds:

l.

2

That BUNTETSU MIYAMOTO is an alien, born in Japan; resident
in Hawaii since 1915.

The internee states that he is loyal to the United States, anc
relisble statements and testimony showed nothing to the
contrary.

The internee has acted as a consular agent, stating that his
activities consisted of reporting vital statistics.

No information was presented connecting this internee with
subversive activities.

Relisble testimony indicated that the internee had advocated
loyalty and service to the United States, on the part of
Americans born of Japanese ancestry.

The internee has teken no steps towards the expatriation of
his own children, leaving that entirely to their own
initiative.
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Recommendations

RECOMMENDATIONS:

In view of the above findings, the majority of the Board recommends:

That BUNTETSU MIYAMOTO be released on parole to Mr. John H,
Midkiff of Waialua.

L.t. Fred A. Thompson dissents, and thinks the internee should be held
for the duration of the war.

The Board adjourned at 11:50 a.m. o'clock on 14th January, 1942,
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The
Verdict

Headquarters Hawaiian Department,
Office of the Assistant Chief of
Staff for Military Intelligence,
Contact Office, Dillingham
Building, Honolulu, T.H.

26 February 1942.
IN THE FOREGOING CASE OF:

BUNTETSU MIYAMOTO

We, the undersigned representatives of our respective Intelligence Bureaus,

do not concur in the recommendations of the Board and recommend that, the Internee
be interned,

Contact Office of the Assistant
Chief of Staff for Military
Intélligence, waiign Department.

District Intelligence Office,
14th Naval District.

F al Bureag) of Investigation
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

HONOLULU, T. H. 97-42

FILE NO.

REFONY MADE AT

HONOLULU, T. H.

| DATE wHEN MADE

i 3/1/42

]
PERICD From | REFORT MADE BY

l 'mc“7 742 J. HAROLD EUGHES

CHARACTER OF CASE

™T™me e e e
—'/

o
BUNTETSU MIYAMOTO

-~

REGISTRATION ACT
(Alien Enemy Control)

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
Information received that soldiers

looted the home of Subject following his
apprehension as alien enemy. Complete
records from the files of this office fur-
nished Military Intelligence Division,
Honolulu, T. H.

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent

January 29, 1942

AT HONOLULU, T. H. 7.
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-

MIYAMOTO, & Buddhist pr
apprehension of Subject
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It was reported t = .
from the kitchen of Subject to the basement of the home, where
the beverage was consumed. :
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E:ng,lish‘md that the family is in dospornte circumstances
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It was reported that the soldiers removed cases of beer
from the kitchen of Subject to the basement of the home, where
the beverage was consumed.
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1It MRS also reported that Subject's wife does not speak 4
English' and’that the family is in desperate: circumstances
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Buntetsu Miyamoto, Federal Bureau of Investigation File; Classification
65 (Espionage): Headquarters Case Files; Records of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, Record Group 65, National Archives at College Park,
College Park, MD.




Basic Personnel Record: Miyamoto, Buntetsu; Internee Case Files, 12/15/1941 — 1945; Records of the
U.S. Army Forces in the Middle Pacific (World War 1), 1940-1950, Record Group 494; National
Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.
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Life inside Camp Livingston

 Arrested on December 7, 1941.

* Of the 5,000 Japanese residing in Nebraska,
Colorado, and Wyoming, Father Kano was

the only one to be interned.

* He was placed in several camps and spent
time at Camp Livingston, Louisiana.

The Rev. Hiram Kano. “A sainted life: Hiram Hisanori Kano turned
internment camp into mission field.” www.episcopalnewsservice.org
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" ?* ol Baggage hanging over our shoulders
M

il \We trudge toward summer clouds

E
.

In this camp among the pine trees

; ‘o‘ ,‘ .
v ST We finally settle down
- - r:‘

: - e 'L
. ‘.' ! Machine guns atop the guard tower

2

2‘* Sounds from a radio drift down

Young prisoners make music

Without musical instruments

- In the pine forest, fireflies everywhere

An evening sky in a foreign land

Under the blazing sun

24/11/1942, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisi
e - s aponas, 1RC arch The camp sleeps **



V-P-HIST-03390-35, Guerre. 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Pavillons du camp d’internés civils japonais.
ICRC arcives (ARR).
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V-P-HIST-03413-10, Date: 21/11/1942, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Camp d’internés civils
japonais. Groupe d’internés. ICRC archives (ARR).




V-P-HIST-03413-11, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Camp d’internés civils japonais.
Internés dans un jardin potager. ICRC archives (ARR).
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V-P-HIST-03332-13, World War Il. Livingstone. Camp for civilian internees. ICRC archives (ARR).
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V-P-HIST-03415-07, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Camp d’internés civils japonais.
Sciage de bois. ICRC archives (ARR).




V-P-HIST-03415-08, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Camp d’internés civils japonais.
Défrichage. ICRC archives (ARR).
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V-P-HIST-03415-10, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Camp d’internés civils japonais.
Défrichage. ICRC archives (ARR).




40

V-P-HIST-03390-34, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Pavillon du camp d’internés civils
japonais. ICRC archives (ARR).
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V-P-HIST-03413-30, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Camp d’internés civils
japonais. ICRC archives (ARR).

e W L SR

P .
"'lu‘ -




V-P-HIST-03412-24, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Camp d’internés civils
japonais. Match de baseball. ICRC archives (ARR).
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V-P-HIST-03412-25, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Camp d’internés civils japonais.
Match de baseball. ICRC archives (ARR).
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V-P-HIST-03412-23, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane,
Livingston. Camp d’internés civils japonais. Le gouverneur
et le directeur du musée. ICRC archives (ARR).
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V-P-HIST-03412-26, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Camp d’internés civils
japonais. Objets du musée. ICRC archives (ARR).




V-P-HIST-03412-22, Date: 11/1942, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Camp d’internés civils japonais. Le
directeur du musée montrant une canne sculptée. ICRC archives (ARR).
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Camp Rosters
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Visitors to Camp Livingston



. ,
“442nd RCT Presentatil Lu eres 1944-11-12” ‘ US Arm¥ Signal Corps [Public domai ,vL‘dia Commons.
.JALJ : v p U ARl B ' i ¥

“But this officer of the day, when he saw us in uniform, his jaws dropped, and he told the two guards, "You
® get out of the quonset hut, leave these people alone ." And so we had freedom of visitation for about an
d hour and a half in [Louisiana]. And my dad was taking it very nicely. All the Japanese isseis, | think, were -
being treated really nice because by physical appearance, there was no way they could run away. So they g
;‘ would give you a lot of freedom. And they had a lot of outings that they would go out to, one, two guards
.-,,';_-" instead of being, you know, looked over by four or five guards, or forty or fifty people could go out with
e o e guard or two guards. And | think the Japanese people there, actually, they don't complain. And so, |
% think the American security was more lenient to them...” >

T — — — e




Weglyn, Michi, and Betty E. Mitson, eds. Valiant Odyssey: Herbert Nicholson In and Out of America's
Concentration Camps. Upland, CA: Brunk's Printing, 1978.
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S ol < ' —CONFIDENTIAL -
WAR-DEPARTMENT

| -%m ci-ns

MID 201,
NICROLSOY, Herbert (H.V.)

¥ash Nni;&'og' 25

24 Auguét 1943
(Date)

NICEOLSON, Eerbert (H.V.)
1554 Las Junas Street
Pasadena, California
Suamary of Information:

Subject:

According to an article appearing in the Rafu Shimpo, Los
Angeles bi-lingual Jepanese daily on 22 Jemuary 1942, tao Hov. and
Mro, Herbert (E.V.) FICEOLSON are particularly prominent members of

& comnittee in charge of "ald to distressed residept Jepenese
fanilies',

The above committee,is one of & nusber of comxittees of
the AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE &JH{IT‘I‘.‘E which is affiliated with the
AMERICAN QUAKER GROUP, Althougn there ic_no indication of subversive
intent on the part of tnis committee , which has been under investi-
grtion dy the Federal Buremu of Investigetion, it appears that its
interracial and international comnnections leave it liadle to manipu-
lation by anti-American elements,

In 4ts Sunday edition of 28 March 1943, the Des Moines
Register-Tribune, on the "People's Open Forum® page devoted adout two
and e half colum® of space to several articles fevoring more equitadlel
treatment of loyal Jepanese. A "letter to the editor” occupying a
laxge shere of thie spece wes written by E. -V, NICEOLSON, 1654 Las ..
Lunas Street, Pasadena, California., "Letters to the 2ditor" were undeg
the nain caption: "Niseil Ideals Declared as ¥igh as eny Person'e—
One Contributor Thinks Democratic and Chrietien America Should Set
Example for the wWorld". A photograph allegedly showing the evacuatiorn]
from the West Coast was printed on the page with this caption: ",....
this wholesgle evacuation from the Weet Comst was primarily caused
by certain high pressure ecomomic and political groups using felse
propaganda about sabotage in Haweii to influence the primitive minds
of the American people. Theee falee stories have been officially

donied but the dmmsge was done,” a quotation from the NICHOLSON
letter,

Evaluation
-of information

-of source
ACHMSLRES A Y e
ey I i o
yo —QUES t10ONable
Urdoternined

Provious Distribution:
ONI ot i T i
75C

Digstribution:

Assistont Secretary of War

~CONFIDENTIAL

In 4i%s Sunday edition of 28 March 1943, the Des Moines
Register-Tribune, on the "People's Open Forum® pege devoted adout two
and £ half colusf® of space to several articles favoring more equitabdle
treatment of loyasl Japanese., A "leotter to the editor® occupying a
large shere of thie spece wes written by B, V. NICEQOLSON, 1654 Las .
Lunas Street, Pasadena, California. "Letters to the Zditor" were uader
the nain caption: "Nisei Idenls Declared as ¥igh as any Person'e—
One Contributor Thinks Democratic and Chriestien America Should Set
Example for the World", A photograph allegedly chowing the evacuation
from the Vest Coast was printed on the page with this caption: seese
this wholesgle evacuation from the Weet Comst was primarily caused
by certain high pressure ecomomic and politicel groups using felse
Propaganda sbout sabotage in Eaweii to influence the primitive minds
of the Amorican people, Theee falese stories bave been officially

donied but the dmmsge was done,” a quotation from the NICHOLSON
letter,

"Confidential memo regarding surveillance of Rev. Herbert V. Nicholson. Details his
involvement in the American Friends Service Committee, and a letter to the editor of
the Des Moines Register-Tribune criticizing the U.S. government's wartime decisions,

Aug. 24, 1943.." Densho Encyclopedia. 17 Jul 2015, 15:34 PDT. 4 Apr 2018, 05:41
<https://encyclopedia.densho.org/sources/en-denshopd-i67-00016-1/>.




...'Oh, you can’t! These are dangerous men!”

| said, “Now, just wait a minute, Colonel. There’s not a single
dangerous man there. They’re all loyal Americans. They would
be citizens if they were allowed to be. The FBI picked the cream
of the Japanese American community to arrest, and they’re
wonderful people. Have you noticed — haven’t they organized
already? Don’t they have a mayor? Don’t they have a city

council?”...

...Before we got through, he shook my hand and said,
“Nicholson, I’'m so glad you came. | realize these are decent
people. They're not dangerous, you're right.”



After Livingston
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Reactions to Internment



...1t’s not easy to raise

good Americans

behind barbed wire.

- Dillon S. Meyer, Director of WRA
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Declassified Authority NND 947020

TERUFUMI
MIYAMOTO

“As Abraham Lincoln

said that all men are
created equal, well, so I
say do not discriminate
or criticize others

because of their race or
color of their skin.” «*
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