
Through an Extended Lens: 

Louisiana, Internment and the 
Geography of Chance
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In war, 
Truth is the first 
casualty. 

- Aeschylus, Greek Dramatist, 525-456 B.C. 
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World War II Internment

War Relocation Authority. 
Salinas Assembly Center, 

Salinas, California. A young 
woman of Japanese ancestry 
identifies her baggage at this 

assembly center prior to 
transfer to a War Relocation 

Authority Center. 
Photographer: Clem Albers. 

Date 3/31/42. 3



A Day That Will Live in Infamy

“December 7, 1941 was a Sunday. My father, as usual, 
went to swim early in the morning, but this morning 
he looked up and saw many planes flying overhead. 

He didn’t realize that these planes were the Japanese 
planes. Then it happened, and we didn’t know about 
the attack until we heard it on the radio.”
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“And that evening two FBI agents and a local 
policeman came to pick up my father and handcuffed 
him and took him away. 

We didn’t see him until the reunion in 
Crystal City, Texas.”
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Enemy Aliens 

Courtesy Notice to Aliens of Enemy Nationalities
February 9, 1942

National Archives Catalog

Buntetsu Miyamoto, Federal Bureau of Investigation File; Classification 65 (Espionage): Headquarters Case Files; 
Records of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Record Group 65, National Archives at College Park, 

College Park, MD. 6



Camp Livingston, Louisiana

7

Entrance to Camp Livingston Enemy Alien Internment Camp 
Declassified Authority 803028



• Southwestern side of the camp

• Construction cost $1,576,281.00

• “… it is in the interest of the National Defense
that this work be not delayed awaiting the
negotiation of a formal contract.”

Camp Livingston – 4; Construction Completion Reports, 1917 – 1944; 
Construction Completion Reports, 1917 – 1944; Records of the Office 

of the Chief of Engineers, 1789-1999, Record Group 77; National 
Archives at College Park, College Park, MD. 

Declassified Authority 803019
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Camp Livingston – 4; Construction Completion Reports, 1917 – 1944; Construction Completion Reports, 1917 – 1944; Records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers, 
1789-1999, Record Group 77; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD. 

Declassified Authority 803028
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Camp Livingston – 4; Construction Completion Reports, 1917 – 1944; 
Construction Completion Reports, 1917 – 1944; Records of the Office of the 

Chief of Engineers, 1789-1999, Record Group 77; National Archives at College 
Park, College Park, MD. 

Declassified Authority 803028 10
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Kohara Family 
Alexandria, Louisiana

Image courtesy of the Bolton Library, LSU, Alexandria. 

Images courtesy of the Kohara family. 
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War Relocation Authority. No. 14I-733. Alexandria, Louisiana. Mrs. M. 
Kohara and one of her Caucasian employees in the Kohara Studio. 

Photographer: Hikaru Iwasaki. 

War Relocation Authority. No. 14I-730. Alexandria, Louisiana. Sam 
Kohara, age 30, is the oldest son of Mrs. M. Kohara. 

Photographer: Hikaru Iwasaki.
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Miyamoto Family in Hawaii
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U.S. Army Internment Camps (1942 – 43) 

Release WRA

Justice Department Detention Stations & Camps (1943 – 47) 
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Record of the Hearings of a Board of Officers and Civilians Convened Pursuant to Paragraph 33, Special Orders No. 320, Headquarters, Hawaiian Department, Dated at Fort 
Shafter, T.H., 19 December 1941. In the Case of Buntetsu Miyamoto, ISN-HJ-131-CI; Hawaii, Civilian Internees: Miyamoto, Buntetsu; Subject Files, 1942 – 1946; Records of 

the Office of the Provost Marshal General, 1920 – 1975, Record Group 389; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.  Declassified Authority NND 740063. 
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Image from Midkiff, John. “Torn Between 
Two Emotions.” Jitsugyo no Hawai, 

1938.04.01, Hoover Institution Archives.

22



D
eclassifie

d
 A

u
th

o
rity N

N
D

 7
4

0
0

6
3

23



D
eclassified

 A
u

th
o

rity N
N

D
 7

4
0

0
6

3

The Findings
D

eclassifie
d

 A
u

th
o

rity N
N

D
 7

4
0

0
6

3

24



Recommendations
D

eclassifie
d

 A
u

th
o

rity N
N

D
 7

4
0

0
6

3

25



D
eclassifie

d
 A

u
th

o
rity N

N
D

 7
4

0
0

6
3

The 
Verdict
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Buntetsu Miyamoto, Federal Bureau of Investigation File; Classification 
65 (Espionage): Headquarters Case Files; Records of the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation, Record Group 65, National Archives at College Park, 
College Park, MD. 
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Life inside Camp Livingston

• Arrested on December 7, 1941.

• Of the 5,000 Japanese residing in Nebraska, 
Colorado, and Wyoming, Father Kano was 
the only one to be interned.

• He was placed in several camps and spent 
time at Camp Livingston, Louisiana. 

The Rev. Hiram Kano. “A sainted life: Hiram Hisanori Kano turned 
internment camp into mission field.” www.episcopalnewsservice.org  
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Images Courtesy of Kano family. 31



Baggage hanging over our shoulders

We trudge toward summer clouds

In this camp among the pine trees

We finally settle down

Machine guns atop the guard tower

Sounds from a radio drift down

Young prisoners make music

Without musical instruments

In the pine forest, fireflies everywhere

An evening sky in a foreign land

Under the blazing sun

The camp sleeps
V-P-HIST-03390-34A, Date: 24/11/1942, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, Livingston. Vue générale du camp d’internés

civils japonais.  ICRC archives (ARR). 
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Gaman

(我慢)

V-P-HIST-03412-23, Guerre 1939-1945. Louisiane, 
Livingston. Camp d’internés civils japonais. Le gouverneur

et le directeur du musée. ICRC archives (ARR).  44
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Camp Rosters

Declassified Authority 947020
47



Visitors to Camp Livingston
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“But this officer of the day, when he saw us in uniform, his jaws dropped, and he told the two guards, "You 
get out of the quonset hut, leave these people alone ." And so we had freedom of visitation for about an 
hour and a half in [Louisiana].  And my dad was taking it very nicely. All the Japanese isseis, I think, were 
being treated really nice because by physical appearance, there was no way they could run away. So they 
would give you a lot of freedom. And they had a lot of outings that they would go out to, one, two guards 
instead of being, you know, looked over by four or five guards, or forty or fifty people could go out with 
one guard or two guards. And I think the Japanese people there, actually, they don't complain. And so, I 
think the American security was more lenient to them…” 49

“442nd RCT Presentation in Bruyères 1944-11-12.”  By US Army Signal Corps [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons. 
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"Confidential memo regarding surveillance of Rev. Herbert V. Nicholson. Details his 
involvement in the American Friends Service Committee, and a letter to the editor of 
the Des Moines Register-Tribune criticizing the U.S. government's wartime decisions, 

Aug. 24, 1943.." Densho Encyclopedia. 17 Jul 2015, 15:34 PDT. 4 Apr 2018, 05:41 
<https://encyclopedia.densho.org/sources/en-denshopd-i67-00016-1/>. 51



...“Oh, you can’t! These are dangerous men!”

I said, “Now, just wait a minute, Colonel. There’s not a single
dangerous man there. They’re all loyal Americans. They would
be citizens if they were allowed to be. The FBI picked the cream
of the Japanese American community to arrest, and they’re
wonderful people. Have you noticed – haven’t they organized
already? Don’t they have a mayor? Don’t they have a city
council?”…

…Before we got through, he shook my hand and said, 
“Nicholson, I’m so glad you came. I realize these are decent 

people. They’re not dangerous, you’re right.” 
52
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Reactions to Internment
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…it’s not easy to raise 
good Americans 
behind barbed wire.

- Dillon S. Meyer, Director of WRA 
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“As Abraham Lincoln 
said that all men are 
created equal, well, so I 
say do not discriminate 
or criticize others 
because of their race or 
color of their skin.”
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Slide 3: War Relocation Authority. Salinas Assembly Center, Salinas, California. A young woman of Japanese ancestry identifies her baggage at this assembly center prior to transfer to 
a War Relocation Authority Center. Photographer: Clem Albers. Date 3/31/42.

Slide 4, 5:  Oral History Interview with Clifford Miyamoto. Courtesy of Clifford Miyamoto

Slide 6:  
Courtesy Notice to Aliens of Enemy Nationalities, February 9, 1942, National Archives Catalog.
Buntetsu Miyamoto, Federal Bureau of Investigation File; Classification 65 (Espionage): Headquarters Case Files; Records of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Record Group 65, 
National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD. 

Slide 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12: Camp Livingston – 4; Construction Completion Reports, 1917 – 1944; Construction Completion Reports, 1917 – 1944; Records of the Office of the Chief of 
Engineers, 1789-1999, Record Group 77; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD. 

Slide 13:
Image courtesy of the Bolton Library, LSU, Alexandria. 
Images courtesy of the Kohara family. 

Slide 14: War Relocation Authority. No. 14I-730. Alexandria, Louisiana. Sam Kohara, age 30, is the oldest son of Mrs. M. Kohara. The Kohara family moved to Alexandria, Louisiana 
many years ago. Mr. Kohara farmed for a short time and then opened a photographic studio in that city. The family consists of three sons and two daughters. Two of the sons are in 
the army. Sam, the oldest, gives part of his time to the studio and the rest to a farm which he recently purchased. The Kohara farm house has all the modern conveniences including 
city water, electricity, telephone, and gas. Sam has a new Farmall tractor and says that he has had no serious difficulty securing farm machinery. Photographer: Hikaru Iwasaki.

War Relocation Authority. No. 14I-733. Alexandria, Louisiana. Mrs. M. Kohara and one of her Caucasian employees in the Kohara Studio. Mrs. Kohara manages the studio and has ten 
employees. She had an evacuee employee until quite recently when he was called by the army. Mrs. Kohara, in addition to the studio, owns a large substantial home in the city of 
Alexandria. Of the five Kohara children, four of them have attended Louisiana State University. A daughter, Dr. Kay Kohara, is a resident physician at Charity Hospital in New Orleans. 
The second daughter is still in high school. Sam, the oldest son, divides his time between the farm, which is about three miles from Alexandria, and the studio. Photographer: Hikaru
Iwasaki. 

Oral History Interview with Marion Kohara Couvillon. Courtesy of Kohara family.  

Citations

60



Slide 15: 
“Kohara Studio Closed by U.S. Here.” The Weekly Town Talk [Alexandria, LA], 13 Dec. 1941, p.8.
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