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The National Archives: What’s In It For Me?

•What records the National Archives holds – and why

•National Archives Resources online

• Starting Research at the National Archives



The National Archives 
holds historically valuable records of 

the 

Federal Government of the 

United States of America



The National Archives holds records from all 

three branches of the Federal Government

However, which records we have, and the timeline and process 

for access, depends on 

● When the records were created

● the part of government that created them

● the legal framework that governs them



Federal Agency Records

• Covered by Federal Records Act 

• Law instructs agencies to manage all records

• Agencies submit Records Schedules to NARA 

that list categories of records and proposals 

that each category should be either:

Temporary - keep for a set period, then 

destroy

Permanent - keep for a set period, then 

send to the Archives Arc ID 6422494:
A sailor resets his clock 
using a sun dial to reflect 
the one-hour difference 
between standard time 
and daylight-saving time, 
4/5/1987



Presidential Records



Presidential Records 

Presidential Records Act (PRA) Libraries: Reagan to present 



Court Records

● Supreme Court 

○ Transferred to the Archives 

voluntarily (no law)

● Lower Federal Courts

● Federal Records Act

● Judicial Branch Organizations

● Federal Records Act

Sandra Day O'Connor Being Sworn in as Supreme Court Justice by Chief Justice 
Warren Burger, Her Husband John O'Connor Looks On, 9/25/1981 NAID:1696015



Congressional Records

• Historical Records of the US House of 

Representatives and US  Senate

• Transfer and access not covered by law

• Available under Rules for Access set by 

Congress

• NARA Center for Legislative Archives manages 

records – for Congress and the public

• Legislative branch organizations 

• Covered by the Federal Records Act

US Capitol Building, west side with the fountain. FEMA/Bill Koplitz, 
7/22/2010



NARA’s Goal: Make Access Happen!

The National Archives preserves and provides access to historically 
significant records of the Government of the United States.  We 
continue to accession new records from all branches of the Federal 
Government within constraints set by :

● Federal Records Act
● Presidential Records Act
● Donor Agreements with pre-PRA presidents
● Transfer arrangements with Supreme Court and Congress
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FREE Online Resources! 



https://www.archives.gov/veterans



Archival records are described in the 
National Archives Catalog at the series level

○ Some records are digital and available online 
linked from catalog record

○ To see most records, you need to visit

○ Older records and many 20th-century records 
are unrestricted

Access to NARA’s Holdings

Research room at Archives II,
College Park, MD



https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog





https://aad.archives.gov/aad/

Access to Archival 
Databases



https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist



https://www.docsteach.org/
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Getting Starting with 

Archives Research



NARA Locations

https://www.archives.gov/locations



https://www.archives.gov/research/start/plan-visit-0



http://www.archives.gov/research/start/research-visit-faqs.html



Please contact us about your research early on!

Washington DC Area facilities:
• Archives I: 19th Century and genealogy: 

archives1reference@nara.gov
• Archives II: largely 20th Century: archives2reference@nara.gov
• Cartographic and Architectural Records: carto@nara.gov
• Motion picture, sound, and video: mopix@nara.gov
• Still photography: stillpix@nara.gov
• Electronic Records: cer@nara.gov

Nationwide, or not sure who to contact? inquire@nara.go

mailto:archives1reference@nara.gov
mailto:archives2reference@nara.gov
mailto:carto@nara.gov
mailto:mopix@nara.gov
mailto:stillpix@nara.gov
mailto:cer@nara.gov
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Questions?

meg.phillips@nara.gov

301-837-3111

For more info, see:

www.archives.gov

Reporters Raising Their Hands to Ask Questions at President Gerald R. 
Ford's First Press Conference, 8/28/1974.  NAID 12082612
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