
Using a Symposium as a platform for Faculty Knowledge



 Proposal & Welcome

 Honoring our Stakeholders

 Demo & Questions for Data

 ILCT grant & case studies

 Gallery Walk with results

 Measuring success & courses for data 
skills



Strategy

 To promote government information use 

by celebrating the 70th Anniversary of 

FDLP at Temple University Libraries

 fdlp.gov/promotion 

 Celebrating Depository

Anniversaries



Putting strategy into practice
• Using branding for collection 

promotion

• Using GPO’s ad materials



 Supporting access to government 
information since 1947

 Accessible Government Data & 
Statistics

 Variety of Formats



Proposal submission from services

 Library Services:

 Research Data Education group

○ Faculty research

 Student courses

 Activities that are engaging

 Reference & Instruction Services

○ Dynamic strategies for instruction

 ACRL framework

 ILCT grants



Welcome

 Teaching with Technology Symposium 

@Temple University

 Title: “Doing it with Data: Student 

Success & Government Information and 

Data Research



A Quick History & Definition

Data Literacy
 Ability to collect, manage, evaluate, & apply 

data critically (Risdale, Rothwell, et al, 2016).

1. Freedom of Information Act = FOIA, 1955
1. Ensure accountability & transparency

2. Create an “open society”

2. OPEN Government Data Act, 2013, 2016
1. Open, Public, Electronic, Necessary

2. Improve services to the public

3. Support innovation in private industry



Which Agency has published the 

most Data?

 Environmental Protection Agency

 Department of Commerce

 Department of Education

 National Aeronautics & Space 

Administration

 Department of the Interior

https://www.data.gov/metrics

2,129

73,136

332

15,379

38,650



Where do you/they go to look for 

it?

 Agency site

 Applications

 Database (pay wall)

 Other Government sites



Use Agency sites



Mobile Apps

• US Census Bureau

• Bureau of Labor 

Statistics

• Bureau of Economic 

Analysis





Key Access Areas for Government 

data

 Any Depository library (Temple University)

 ONLINE via
 Library databases

 Government Agency

 Government Publishing Office (GPO)

 an App on your phone/ tablet

 Areas needing attention/caution
 Historical data

○ Where is it available and in what format?

○ (i.e.. Off-site on a CD or DVD)

 Data granularity



Some of the databases listed via Temple University’s list



Some Databases



A database with subscription.

DATA-PLANET

• provides access to statistical data 
produced by U.S. Federal agencies, 
States, private organizations, and 
intergovernmental organizations.

• contains charts, maps, views, 
rankings, time series and tables 
available for use in the Data-Planet 
repository.



http://library.temple.edu/
http://library.temple.edu/










The work that has been accomplished in the classroom



Information Literacy Cross Team: An 

Urban Dynamics case study

 Faculty: Dr. Betsy Sweet

 Librarian: Latanya N. Jenkins

 Student Instructor: Evan Wise

GenEd course, which used government data that 

students used to create their own projects as teams.

Students received a pre-test and post-test based on 

the types of materials used, including how to cite the 

information.

Citing government information.



LibGuide with government information



Other Case Studies 

using Government Data

 Types of Methodologies: Causal, 

Sampling

 Agency: U.S. Census Bureau –

Population data

 For a variety of Subject areas: 

Sociology, Anthropology, Sciences



Example: Sampling



Creating a dynamic experience for participants



Gallery Walk

 Prep: On a board or Self-stick easel pad 
write the name of the government 
agency along with the department’s 
responsibilities (e.g. US Census Bureau)

 Tools chalk, dry erase markers, or 
markers based on the board type used.

 Give participants 1-2 minutes to 
brainstorm the data from the agency or 
bureau that can be connected to their 
work



Gallery Walk



US Census Bureau



Population

 Age and Sex

 Ancestry

 Children

 Computer and Internet Use

 Foreign Born

 Hispanic Origin

 International

 Language Use

 Migration/Geographic Mobility

 Population Estimates

 Population Projections

 Race

 Veterans



Families

 Child Care

 Children

 Families and Households

 Fertility

 Grandparents and Grandchildren

 Marriage and Divorce

 Same-sex Couples



Health

 Disability

 Expenses and Investments

 Fertility

 Health Care Industries

 Health Insurance

 HIV/AIDS

 Small Area Health Insurance Estimates 
(SAHIE)

 Social Assistance Industries



End the gallery walk

 Participants should write their ideas on 

the board.

 Speaker can summarize some of the 

potential projects

 Speaker could advise on additional 

ways to engage with students



Gallery Walk – time permitting

 Have the participants share their ideas 

with each other.

 Have the participants share with the 

group



Incorporating Data into 

the Classroom?

Gallery Walk: SHARE WITH YOUR PEERS



US National Institute of Health



Repositories

 Cancer Nanotechnology Laboratory

 EyeGENE®

 FlyBase: A Drosophila Genomic and Genetic 
Database

 Biologic Specimen and Data Repository

 The National Institute on Aging Genetics of 
Alzheimer’s Disease Data Storage Site

 LONI Image Data Archive

 National Children’s Study

 National Addiction & HIV Data Archive Program

 Protein Data Bank

 Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social 
Research (ICPSR)



Brainstorming
NIH data

Causal: Does addiction 

correspond with HIV rates?

Addiction recovery rates

Poverty impact on children’s 

health

EPA data

• Health issues & 

environmental stats (H2O, 

air)

• Pollution data

• Conservation stats

• Oil consumption data

Relationship of  water 

quality and other socio-

economic factors in a 

community

EPA/ NIH data



US Department of Commerce



US Bureau of Economic Analysis

 Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
 Personal Income and Outlays
 Corporate Profits
 Fixed Assets
 Production and Innovation Accounts
 Health Care Satellite Account
 Federal Recovery Programs and BEA Statistics
 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for the U.S. 

Territories
 Government Current Receipts and Expenditures
 Supplemental Estimates



Brainstorming continued…

 College graduation & relationship to 
tax rates, health, voting, crime, etc.

 Educational loan debt aggregate & 
personal average lifetime earnings for 
college grads compared to HS grad/ 
non-grads

 Women & STEM

 Minorities Graduation rates

US Dept. of Education data/US Dept. of Commerce

Census data



https://datausa.io/

Next steps…Students can Visualize 

their data!

Students can see how others are 

utilizing government data.

Temple University’s Digital 

Scholarship Center can help with a 

series of Visualization workshops!



Measuring  success

Better understanding of the data 

that government agencies 

publish

Data knowledge & literacy for 

students

Terence Nance III, 2011 

by Kehinde Wiley



Let’s Assess…

 Assessing success
 Globalized students are confident in the 

numbers because
○ they have worked with data to prove their 

opinions/ theories/ POV

○ they can find other scholars who can continue 
the discourse!

○ they are ready for the 21st Century workplace

 Working with the numbers
 Students better understand that various 

agencies publish data because
○ they can cite their sources of information

○ their peers use data from other agency sources



Which Course corresponds with the 

government data?

AMST 2108 Growing Up in 

America ___

CJ 852 Justice in America 

___

AAAS 857 Sport & Leisure in 

American Society ___

ENST 2051 The Urban 

Environment ___

 U.S. Department of 

Health & Human 

Services

 U.S. Department of 

Justice data

 U.S. Census data

 U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency 

EnviroAtlas data



Need to brush up on your Data Skills?

School of Data

https://schoolofdata.org/courses/

Open Data Institute

http://theodi.org/courses

Shantavia Beale II, 2012 by Kehinde Wiley

https://schoolofdata.org/courses/
http://theodi.org/courses


Additional Resources

 Mendoza, M. Why Open Government is 

So Crucial to Our Society. TEDx Santa 

Cruz. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzDE7D52zlA 

 Open Government, Open Data, & Open 

Source. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k7uuLp5FpJA

 Transparency Project: History of FOIA. 
https://www.eff.org/issues/transparency/history-of-foia 



Thank you for participating!

(c) The Temple News



Latanya N. Jenkins

lnjenkin@temple.edu

(215) 204-8244


