
To SuDoc or Not

organizing your documents collection to meet your patrons 

needs



Abstract

The Federal Depository Library Program allows individual 

libraries the freedom to arrange collections in the way that best 

suits local needs. Depository libraries of  all kinds have made a 

variety of  physical and classification decisions over time. As 

needs evolve, those decisions may need to be revisited. We will 

discuss how and when those decisions should be evaluated and 

what is involved in revising these collection decisions and 

processes associated with them.



Different models 

• Entirely integrated collections

• All materials are cataloged into a larger scheme 

(Library of  Congress or Dewey)

• Partial integrated collections

• Select materials are cataloged into LC or Dewey; some 

materials are kept in SuDoc & shelved separately

• Separate collections

• Docs are in SuDoc; everything else is LC or Dewey



A million variations

• J 85 [Sudoc] scheme

• Serials only

• Primary law only

• Handpicked materials



• 4 Reference Librarians; 3 have served as documents 

coordinator at some point. 

• As of  2015: 4 years; 7 years (me); 14 years; 18 years 

experience in this department

• Documents processing done by Collection Services staff  

member



• Fall 2014: director asked for a review of  the collection 

development policy in advance of  accreditation visit.

• December 2014: Presented to staff  for comment

• January 15, 2015: requested final staff  comment



• January 15-22, 2015: Protracted conversation with the head 

of Collection Services over a single point of  controversy:

How do we catalog our 

Government Information?



…The Gist…

Public Services staff  uniformly 

believed that documents were 

individually separated into 

SuDoc and LC schema 

depending on subject matter.

Head of  Collection Services: 

“we have not classified any 

new documents in LC for at 

least the last 15 years… a 

conscious decision was 

made… that we would keep 

serials… in LC but everything 

else would be… in SuDocs”



Diplomacy & Outreach

• Internal: conversations with director & staff  to 

massage the wording of  our policy

• External: outreach to colleagues to figure out how to 

move forward



Current Wake Forest 

Gov Docs



















Integrated serials (Yale)



Considerations

• Physical Arrangement

• “Island of  misfit toys” approach 

• Materials that require a lot of  help for use

• Intellectual Arrangement (cataloging)



Considerations, cont.

• Workflow & processing – new materials

• Retrospective processing – existing materials

• Keep old material as is until phased out?

• Move permanently held material?

• Material type

• Serials v. monographs?

• Primary materials v. secondary materials 



Yale’s Integration Project 

2014-15

• Outline:

• Description of  Yale Law School’s collection

• Problems / Considerations

• Process

• Ongoing issues

• Advice



Lillian Goldman Law Library 

0076A

• Separate from Yale University Library

• Small selective ~3%

• Collection consists of:

• Primarily legal materials

• Social science

• Interdisciplinary subjects

• Most depository materials already integrated before 

this project



Problems / Considerations 

(Yale)



Process (Yale)

• Weed the SuDoc
collection

• Update cataloging for 
titles retained

• Reclass

• Relabel

• Create discard list; follow 
offers process

• Suppress records for 
weeded materials

• Reuse physical space



Ongoing issues (Yale)

• Cataloging cleanup 

• Serials check in

• Policy updates

• more online selections?

• Send some titles directly off  

site?



Advice (Yale)

• Balance cost of:

• Permanent integration v.

• Maintaining separate collection

• Budget extra time for an integration project

• Consult all departments to anticipate problems



Questions?

• Kate Irwin-Smiler, irwinsc@wfu.edu

• Cate Kellett, cate.kellett@yale.edu

• Scott Matheson, scott.matheson@yale.edu
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