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As a democracy, citizens need information to make 
informed decisions.

“A popular Government, without popular information, or 
the means of acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a 
Tragedy; or, perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern 

ignorance: And a people who mean to be their own 
Governors, must arm themselves with the power which 

knowledge gives.” (The Writings of James Madison, 1822, p. 
103)

Informational matter which is published as an 
individual document at Government expense, or as 
required by law.” 44 USC 1901

Government information can cover nearly any topic, can 
be used by any citizen, includes almost every type of 
information: historical documents, maps, statistics and 
datasets, scientific papers.

It is:

• Primary source data
• Authoritative
•  Covers all subject areas, is a part of 
       all curriculums
• Gives a national perspective
• Historical, 1895-
•  Includes data and statistics
• Is without copyright and is free

Federal Depository Libraries can promote government 
information sources in addition to their websites by:

• Including government websites and sources in 
      libraries' database listings
• Promoting FDLP webinars on institutional calendars
• Highlighting current efforts for alternative data sources  
      on websites

• Wayback Machine - 946 billion web pages saved over 
time, 1996 -

• Democracy’s Library – Government data, documents 
records, and research

• Clearinghouse for data rescue-related efforts and 
data access points for public U.S. governmental 
data that are currently at risk.

• See Current Efforts and ResourcesOSU Library A-Z Databases https://info.library.okstate.edu/az/databases
FDLP Academy https://www.fdlp.gov/about/fdlp-academy
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